CRIMINAL EVIDENCE

SYLLABUS

	Ray Clarkson






Office: FEM 1-A

Phone: 638-3641, ext. 3263

E-MAIL:  elray.clarkson@reedleycollege.edu


COURSE MEETS …. MWF 12 – 12:50 p.m.

Text:   Criminal Evidence, Principles and Cases (4th)  by  Gardner & Anderson

Last day to drop this course:  March 11th  (end of 9th week)

Attendance

Attendance will be recorded on a daily basis.  If a student arrives to the class after roll has been taken, the student must notify the instructor at the end of the class session.  If a student misses six consecutive class meetings without notifying the instructor, the student will be dropped from the class.  Arrive on time.  Students are required to be in their seats ready to begin the class when the class begins.  Two tardies will be considered the equivalent of one unexcused absence.

Exams

An examination will be given at the end of each unit.  There will be occasional unannounced quizzes.

Final exam … See schedule of courses.

.

Missed exams

Missed exams may be made up with excused absences.  It will be the responsibility of the student to contact the instructor prior to the next class meeting to arrange for the make-up.  Failure to do so will result in the student receiving a zero for that particular exam.

Extra credit

Extra credit of up to 100 points may be earned by participation in a ride-a-long program.  The student may contact the instructor for approval and instructions about the program.

Grading Policy

Grades earned in this course will be computed as follows:


Total Points Accumulated:


90% = A


80% = B


70% = C


60% = D


59% = F

Course Description

Origin, development, philosophy and constitutional basis of evidence; constitutional and procedural considerations affecting arrest, search and seizure; kinds and degrees of evidence and rules governing admissibility; judicial decisions interpreting individual rights and case studies viewed from a conceptual level.

Course Objectives

· The student will gain conceptual knowledge of the rules of evidence, legal definitions and concepts of evidentiary law as measured through objective tests to the satisfaction of the instructor.

· The student will evaluate the various kinds of evidence concerning its social viability and its admissibility in court.

· The student will be able to relate legally admissible evidence to criminal violations, and upon being assigned research regarding cases concerning evidentiary facts, the student will prepare legal briefs demonstrating deductive insight from the analysis of the legal rule.

Course Content

Part one:
1.  Introduction to Criminal Evidence

2. Important aspects of the justice system

3. Using evidence in determining guilt

4. Evidence and proof

Part two:
1.  Witnesses and the use of testimony

2. Witnesses

3. Confessions and statements

4. Judicial notice and privilege

5. Hearsay

Part three:
1.  The American Exclusionary Rule

2. What is not a search

3. Voluntarism

4. Improper entry of private property

5. The Carroll Rule

6. Warrants/exceptions

Part four:
1.  Physical & demonstrative evidence

2. Physical evidence

3. Demonstrative evidence

4. Documents & writings

5. Scientific evidence

