Course Syllabus

Page 2 of 5


Course: CD 35—Exceptional Children

Instructor: Nancy Marsh

Unit load: 3





Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3249

Class Meets:  M, W 10:00 – 11:15


E-Mail:  nancy.marsh@reedelycollege.edu

Room:
Soc-36





Office:  Soc-37    

Office Hours: Mon. & Wed. 12:30 – 2:30

Text:  

· Exceptional Learners:  Introduction to Special Education, 9th edition, by D. P. Hallahan and J. M. Kauffman. 

Supplemental Text:

· Cases for Reflection and Analysis for Exceptional Learners:  Introduction to Special Education, 9th edition, by D. P. Hallahan and J. M. Kauffman.

Course Description:  An introduction to the field of special education.  Identification and intervention techniques of various disabilities will be explored. The law, as it relates to disability rights, accommodations and modifications for disabled persons will be emphasized.

Course Objectives:  In the process of completing this course, students will:

A. Examine the parts of law as it pertains to working with children with special needs.

B. Examine the regulations surrounding special education, as it applies to the classroom, curriculum and treatment.

C. Recognize the importance of classic studies in special education research, their relevance to the lives of the child with disabilities and the family.

D. Demonstrate the skill of critical observation of children with disabilities, applying knowledge of trends, theories, and philosophies in understanding typically and atypically developing children.

E. Understand accommodations needed for children with special needs.

F. Review curriculum for bias.

Required Assignments:

In-Class Activities :

1. Video Reflections:  During the course of this semester we will be viewing several videos related to exceptional children.  Students are required to complete a Video Reflection form for each video.  These forms will be provided to the students and are due the day the video is viewed.  Students will complete and submit the Video Reflection forms before leaving class on video viewing days (see Course Schedule for exact dates).  Each Video Reflection is worth 10 points.  There are no make-ups for these activities.

2. Group Activities:  Students will be assigned a group and required to complete a total of two group activities worth 20 points each.  Each activity will relate to the course materials and will be used as a way to study for the tests.  

3. Personal Reflections:  Students are required to complete three Personal Reflection forms relating to topics discussed in class.  Students will complete and submit these forms before leaving class on the day each is handed out (see Course Schedule for exact dates).  Each Personal Reflection is worth 10 points.  There are no make-ups for these activities.

*If you are absent on the day an In-Class Activity is planned, you miss the opportunity for gaining those activity points.  There will be no make-up activities given. 

Writing Assignments:

1. Reflection and Analysis:  Students are required to read four cases from the supplemental text and answer the questions for each in a typed format (see Writing Guidelines handout for more information).  Each Reflection and Analysis is worth 15 points.
2. Research Paper:  Each student will be required to research and write a 3 - 5 page paper on a topic related to disabilities, and its effect on children.  The Research Paper is worth 40 points and will require a minimum of two sources, in addition to the textbook.  Please see Writing Assignments handout for more information.
*All written papers must be typed, double-spaced, and free from spelling and grammar errors (see Writing Guidelines handout for more information).
Observation Assignment:  Students are required to observe a special needs child, or gifted child, in a public school.  A total of four hours of observations, over a four-week period, will allow the student to gather the information needed to complete this assignment.  The completed Observation Assignment will include a time log showing the dates and times of the observations, four observation sheets reflecting those visits, and a minimum of 2 pages, typed, double-space summary of the child and the experience.  This project is worth 100 points and makes up a quarter of your final grade.  See Observation Assignment Packet for more information.
*All written papers must be typed, double-spaced, and free from spelling and grammar errors (see Writing Guidelines handout for more information).
Exams:  There will be a total of two exams worth 50 points each (Midterm and Final).  Exams will be made up of a variety of question types including multiple choice, true/false, matching, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer.  It is recommended that students attend class meetings in preparation for the exams.  Exams will be given during class time and no make-up exam  will be given (see Course Outline and Schedule for exact dates). 

Class Policies and Procedures:  Please refer to Class Policies handout for information on student responsibilities, course work policies, and grades.

1. Attendance:  students missing more than 3 class meeting will be dropped from the course.

2. Late Work:  All assignments must be turned in on the due date.  Late assignments are not accepted.
3. Missed Exams:  Inform the instructor as soon as you know you will miss an exam day and arrangements will be made for you to take the test at another time.  If you fail to inform the instructor before the exam date, it will be too late for you to make up that exam.  Do not take this lightly.  No excuses will be accepted.
4. Last day to change a class to or from a CR/NC grading basis:  February 11, 2005.

5. Nine-Week drop Date:  March 11, 2005.  Students may drop or be dropped through March 11, and after this date a letter grade will be assigned.

6. Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Final Grades:  Grades are determined on the basis of accumulated points from required assignments.
Percentage
Points Range
    Grade

Percentage
Points Range
     Grade



90 – 100%
360 – 400
A
60 – 69%
240 – 279
D  


80 – 89%       
320 – 359
B
0 – 59%
    0 – 239
F


70 – 79%
280 – 319
C

Point Breakdown and Tally Sheet:


Points Possible
Points Earned


In-Class Activities:

Video Reflection Form #1
10
_____

Video Reflection Form #2
10
_____

Video Reflection Form #3
10
_____

Personal Reflection Form #1
10
_____

Personal Reflection Form #2
10
_____

Personal Reflection Form #3
10
_____

Group Activity #1
20
_____

Group Activity #2
20
_____

Writing Assignments:

Reflection & Analysis #1
15
_____

Reflection & Analysis #2
15
_____

Reflection & Analysis #3
15
_____

Reflection & Analysis #4
15
_____

Research Paper
40
_____

Observation Assignment
100
_____

Exams:

Midterm
50
_____

Final
50
_____

Total Points Possible:          400
          Total:_____

Having Problems?


If at any time you find you are having trouble succeeding in this course, whether because of a change in your life circumstances or because of something you don’t understand about the material, please see the instructor.  There are a number of services available to assist Reedley College students in succeeding in their coursework.  

Course Outline and Schedule:

	Date
	In Class Assignments
	Homework
	Due

	Jan. 10
	Introduction to the course
	Read chapter 1;

Reflection and Analysis; Research
	

	Jan. 12
	Exceptionality and Special Education (pages 3 – 22)
	
	

	Jan. 17
	Holiday—No Class Meeting
	
	

	Jan. 19
	Origins of Special Education (page 23 – 26);

Recognizing Children with Special Needs (Video)
	Observation Assignment
	Video Reflection #1

	Jan. 23
	Trends in Legislation (pages 26 – 36)
	Read chapter 2
	

	Jan. 25
	Current Trends and Issues (page 39 – 62); Families of Young Children with Special Needs (Video)
	
	Video Reflection #2

	Jan. 30
	Access to New Technologies (pages 62 – 75)


	Read chapter 3
	

	Feb. 2
	Education and Cultural Diversity (pages 79 – 90)
	
	Reflection and Analysis #1

	Feb. 7
	Multicultural and Bilingual Special Education (pages (90 – 107)
	Read chapter 4
	

	Feb. 9
	Learners with Mental Retardation (pages 109 – 125)
	
	

	Feb. 14
	Mental Retardation:  Educational Considerations (pages 126 – 143)
	Read chapter 5
	

	Feb. 16
	Learners with Learning Disabilities (pages 147 – 168)
	
	

	Feb. 21
	Holiday—No Class Meeting
	
	

	Feb. 23
	Learning Disabilities:  Educational Considerations (pages 169 – 182)
	Read chapter 6
	

	Feb. 28
	Learners with ADHD (pages 185 – 199)
	
	Reflection and Analysis #2

	March 2
	ADHD:  Educational Considerations (pages 200 – 218);

Why Can’t Michael Pay Attention (Video)
	Read chapter 7
	Video Reflections #3

	March 7
	Learners with Emotional or Behavioral Disorders (pages 221 – 244)
	
	

	March 9
	Emotional or Behavioral Disorders:  Educational Considerations (pages 245 – 260)
	
	Research Paper

	March 14
	Group Activity #1
	Study for Midterm (chapters 1 – 7)
	Group Activity #1

	Date
	In Class Assignments
	Homework
	Due

	March 16
	Midterm
	Read chapter 8
	Midterm

	March 21 – 23
	Spring Break—No Class Meetings
	
	

	March 28
	Learners with Communication Disorders (pages 263 – 276)
	
	

	March 30
	Communication Disorders:  Educational Considerations (pages 277 – 296)
	Read chapter 9
	Reflection and Analysis #3

	April 4
	Learners Who are Deaf (pages 299 – 315)
	
	

	April 6
	Deaf Children:  Educational Considerations (pages 316 – 334)
	Read chapter 10
	

	April 11
	Learners with Blindness or Low Vision (pages 337 – 370)
	Read chapter 11
	Personal Reflection #1

	April 13
	Low Incidence, Multiple, and Severe Disabilities (pages 373 – 401)
	
	

	April 18
	Considerations for Low Incidence, Multiple, and Severe Disabilities (pages 401 – 415)
	Read chapter 12
	

	April 20
	Learners with Physical Disabilities (pages 419 – 436)
	
	Personal Reflection #2

	April 25
	Physical Disabilities:  Educational Considerations (pages 437 – 449)
	Read chapter 13
	

	April 27
	Learners with Special Gifts and Talents (pages 453 – 473)
	
	Reflection and Analysis #4

	May 2
	Special Gifts and Talents:  Educational Considerations (pages 474 – 482)
	Read chapter 14
	Personal Reflection #3

	May 4
	Parents and Families (pages 485 – 493)
	
	Observation Assignment

	May 9
	Family Involvement in Treatment and Education (pages 494 – 510)
	
	

	May 11
	Group Activity #2
	Study for Final (chapters 8 – 14)
	Group Activity #2

	May 18
	Final (Chapters 8 – 14)
	
	Final


Changing Syllabus Statement:  This course syllabus is equivalent to a contract between the instructor and the student.  However, the information in this course syllabus is subject to change at any time during the term.  All changes will be stated in class and students are responsible for noting these changes. In the event that you are absent on the day changes are made, it is your responsibility to find out those changes and adhere to them.


