Biology 4A

neofeliskeeper@yahoo.com

Spring, 2005
Mondays & Wednesdays- 11:00am-11:50am

Wednesdays- 2pm-4:50pm

LFS 11- phone ext. 3259
Instructor: Sheila Lindquist

Office Hours: *I am available after class and by appointment.  Do not hesitate to ask for help.  




Course Syllabus

Prerequisites: English 25 and/or 26; Math 1
Course Objectives: 

A. To gain an understanding of basic biological terms and principles.
B.  To study the structure and function of various life forms.  
C. To become aware of the diversity of life and become familiar with hierarchal schemes of biological organization and taxonomy.

D. To recognize and identify plants through the use of laboratory specimens, lab color plates, slides, overheads, etc.
E. Perform basic hands-on laboratory experiments to increase your understanding of plant life.  

Required Materials:  ***you will need your books and supplies at every lab.
Textbook: Introductory Plant Biology, Stern 2003.  

Lab Manuals: KRCC Plant Biology, S.A. Foletta, 1999



Botany Coloring Book,  Paul Young, 1982
Colored pencils (at least 12 color package)
Calculator *you may not use your phone as a calculator during quizzes & tests.
Additional lab supplies will be made available for each lesson.  *A fee will be charged for lost or broken materials.  

Scan Tron Forms:  (6) form 883-ES for the lecture & lab exams.
(1) 886 E  for the final exam

Attendance is mandatory.

5 or more hours of absence from lecture and/or lab before the 9th week of class is excessive and you may be dropped from the class. The last day to drop this class so it will not show on your record is March 11th, 2005.
Biology 4A Course Outline

	Week
	Chapters
	Topics
	Lab #

	1

1/10
	1
	Humans & their environment, botany as a science, diversification of plant study
	1

	2

1/17
	2
	Attributes of Living Organisms,

Chemical and Physical Bases of Life
	2

	3

1/24
	3
	Cells
Exam #1
	3

	4

1/31
	4,5
	Tissues, Roots and soils
	4

	5

2/7
	6,7
	Stems, 

Leaves
	5

	6

2/14
	9
	Exam #2
Water in Plants,


	6

	7

2/21
	10, 11
	Plant growth

Plant Metabolism


	7

	8

2/28
	12,13
	Exam #3
Meiosis & alternation of Generations,

Genetics
	8

	9

3/7
	15,16
	Evolution
Classification
	A, 9

	10

3/14
	17
	Exam #4
Kingdoms: Bacteria, Archaea, & Viruses
	B

	
	
	3/21-3/27  Spring break
	

	11

3/28
	18,19
	Kingdom Protista, 

Kingdom Fungi
	10



	12

4/4
	20,21
	Plant Kingdom:Bryphyes, liverworts, hornworts, mosses, Whisk ferns, Ground pines, Spike mosses, Quillworts, Horsetails & ferns
	11

	13

4/11
	22
	Exam #5

Gymnosperms
	12

	14

4/18
	8,23
	Angiosperms, Flowering plants
	13

	15

4/25
	24,25
	Ecology, Flowering Plants and Civilization
	14

	16

5/2
	26


	Biomes


	15

	17

5/9
	
	Exam #6
	

	18

5/16
	
	Final exam

Monday, May 16 11:00am-12:50pm
	


Grading:








Total

Six Exams (100 points each).



500 points

One comprehensive Final exam



300 points

Seventeen Lab Reports (10 points each). 

170 points


Labs that are turned in late will be given half credit

Ten quizzes (10 points each)



100 points
*There are no make ups on exams & quizzes.  (Your lowest 100 point exam score will be automatically dropped.)
.






There are a total of 1170 points possible to be earned during the course.  Grades will be determined by the percentage of total points earned.  A=100-90%, B=89-80%, C=79-70%, D=69-60%, 59% and below= F.
As your instructor, I reserve the right to place the grade above the line if I think it is warranted.  I use the following criteria to make that judgment: performance in lab, a steady increase in test scores, attendance, and your attitude in lecture and lab.    

*The instructor reserves the right to revise the above grading scheme if circumstances warrant so.  
Attendance

Students are required to sign in and stay for the entire period.  

Three tardies is equivalent to an absence.

Any student with 6 hours or more of absence prior to the ninth week will be dropped.  

NO pagers, beepers or cell phones will be tolerated as they are disruptive to surrounding students and the instructor.  TURN OFF YOUR PHONES BEFORE YOU ENTER CLASS!!
Extra Credit Assignments
There will be approximately 40 points of extra credit possible. Twenty points may be earned by bringing in plant and fruit specimens to the labs at the end of the semester.    You will have the opportunity to visit Kings Canyon national park and identify gymnosperms as another extra credit assignment. Your instructor will give directions concerning these assignments later in the semester.  Do not ask for any additional extra credit beyond that which is already offered in the course.  * You must learn the material to pass this course.  
