Reedley College

Art 10 (Ceramics) 3 Units
Syllabus 

Instructor: Bob Kizziar     Spring Session 2005
Class Hours: Mon. - Wed. 9:00 – 11:50 a.m. / 1:00 – 3:50 p.m. / Tues. – Thurs. 9:00 – 11:50

Office 155   Hours: Tues. – Thurs. 8:00 – 8:50 a.m. – Fri. 9:00 – 9:50 a.m.


Class Objectives

To acquire basic skill and knowledge in art and ceramics through the craft of fired clay, pottery and sculpture.  To provide the opportunity for self-expression through the media of clay, using a variety of techniques and methods of decorating pottery and sculpture.  To give students an historic perspective of clay pottery and sculpture, through exposure to ceramic works of past and present cultures around the world.

Required Text

The Craft of the Potter Michael Casson

Required Student Materials     (absolute minimum)

*25 lb. Stoneware clay
 (Cone 10)

Container for water

Small sponge


Wire loop tools ;large & small


Needle tool


Metal rib 

18” wire with handles



Wooden rib


Flat brush ¼” to 1”

Wooden modeling tools 


Plastic sheeting 





Suggested Student Materials

Sketch pad & Journal (extra credit)

Towel or rags 


Work shirt, apron

Large sponge




Fork/spoon


 Round brush


Lock for locker




Pointed Knife




Assignments & Projects – Four points each.  All projects must be fired and finished to receive full credit.  Works will be graded on Craftsmanship and the Elements and Principles of Design.  

1.  Pinch Pot (Pre Columbian or gourd shaped)


2.  Bowls (hump & slumping)

3.  Tile (texture, a minimum of 6 inches by 6 inches)

4.  Cylinders (minimum two six inches high each)

5.  Coil pot (taller than it is wide and at least 6 inches tall)
6.  Slab (box with a lid that fits and a dry foot)


7.  Potters Wheel (6” Cylinder with turned foot)


8.  Exam






9.  Paper
10.Self portrait using a combination of the         above techniques and materials.
Grading

Each student is given 60 points at the beginning of the semester.  Each project, exam or paper is worth a maximum of 4 points, for a total of 100 points.  Critiques are a major learning experience.  Missing a critique deducts 3 points from the student’s grade.  There are no excused absences.  A student must make arrangements with the instructor immediately after returning to make up a missed class.  After two non made-up absences, each absence deducts 3 points.  

Attendance

Regular attendance is very important.  You must stay for the whole class in order to be counted here.  Any class time missed should be made up during open studio periods.  After four absences you may be dropped for non-attendance.  You will be dropped if you miss two consecutive weeks before the drop deadline.  Two tardies constitute an absence.  If you wish to drop a class it is your responsibility.  The ninth week (Friday, March 11th.) is the deadline for dropping a class with a “W”.  After the deadline a letter grade will be posted.
*Clay

All clay fired at Reedley College must be High Fire, Cone 10 clay, capable of handling 2,381 degrees Fahrenheit without melting.  It is recommended that students purchase all of their clay from Reedley College’s bookstore.  Beginners should start with cone 10 Rod’s Bod stoneware and may advance to cone 10 B-Mix which is harder to work with but fires very white.  Both are available at the bookstore.  If a student buys clay from somewhere else this clay must be accompanied by written documentation from the vendor to the instructor showing that it is High Fire, Cone 10 clay, capable of handling 2,381 degrees Fahrenheit without melting.  Any student bringing low fire clay into the studio and causing a melt down in one of the kilns at Reedley College or damage to the school or it’s equipment may face disciplinary action for destruction of school property, ranging from suspension to expulsion and/or failing the class.  All high fire work must have a dry foot and the student’s name on it in order to be fired.
Various Policies
Campus code requires shoes or sandals and a shirt be worn at all times.  No eating, drinking, smoking, cell-phones headphones or beepers, are allowed in the classroom.  No children and/or pets will be allowed to “sit in”.  A student must complete the entire course (including the final) in order to receive a passing grade.  If a student is caught cheating, they will either be dropped from the class, failed or both.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you have special needs as addressed by Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media                                                                                                             requests, please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.
Dates to Remember:

Quiz


Mon. – Wed. A.M. Class 
Monday, March 7th.



Mon. – Wed. P.M. Class
Monday, March 7th.



Tue. – Thurs. A.M. Class
Tuesday, March 8th.
Drop Deadline

Friday, March 11th.
Paper due 

Mon. – Wed. A.M. Class
Wednesday, March 30th.



Mon. – Wed. P.M. Class
Wednesday, Mach 30th.



Tue. – Thurs. A.M. Class
Thursday, March 31st.
Last Bisque Firing




Friday, May 6th.
FINAL EXAM

Mon. –  Wed. A.M. Class
Monday, May 16th.  9:00 -10:50 A.M.




Mon. –  Wed. P.M. Class 
Monday, May 16th.  1:00 – 2:50 P.M.




Tue. –  Thurs. A.M. Class 
Tuesday, May 17th.  9:00 – 10:50 A.M.

