
SCIENCE 1B 

INTRODUCTION TO EARTH SCIENCE

Fall 2005 Syllabus 

Reedley College

Instructor:  Jennifer Gillespie

Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday by appointment 4:00 - 5:45 pm 

E-mail:  ratherstormchase@yahoo.com
E-mail hours:  Messages are checked daily.  

                       Correspondence Monday through Saturday between 8:00 am and 7:00 pm.

Course Description

Welcome to Earth Science!  This course will introduce you to the fascinating subjects of planetary science, geology, and atmospheric science; and provide you with a better understanding of our planetary Solar System, the dynamics of Earth’s surface, and Earth’s diverse weather patterns.  Many topics will be explored including:  Stars, the planets and moons in our solar system;  volcanoes, earthquakes, mineral and rock identification, clouds, severe storms, weather maps, and climate types.  

Course Objective

Because this is a science course, great care will be taken to insure the material is presented clearly and interactively.  The course is designed to equip you with the skills to recognize basic star constellations and moon phases; identify minerals and rocks, landforms, areas of deposition and erosion; identify cloud types and weather patterns, and interpret basic weather maps.  You will also be introduced to presentation approaches and ideas that you may incorporate into your future curriculums.  At least one “outside-of-class” activity will be assigned.

Required Textbook and Materials:      BRING YOUR BOOK TO CLASS.   YOU WILL NEED IT!
·  Trefil, James and Robert M. Hazen.  The Sciences:  An Integrated Approach, Fourth Edition.
·  Flashlight or reading light

·  Note pad or note tablet (flip-up style), pencil with eraser

·  A set of colored pencils

Assistance to Disabled Students

Please note:  “If you have a verified need for academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per American With Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.”

Attendance Policy
· Attendance will be taken each day as required by Board Policy 4118.1(b). 

· Students are allowed 4 unexcused absences.

· 5 unexcused absences = dropped from the course.

· It is your responsibility to sign the roll sheet each day.  If you do not sign in, you will be marked absent.

· If you decide to drop the class, you must complete the drop process through the attendance office yourself.  The instructor will not do it for you.

· Students with 2 absences or less will be awarded bonus points at the end of the 9 week session.

      Avoid late arrivals and early departures:   

· Late arrivals and early departures  =  missed information and class disruption. 

· One minute past the hour = late

· Students with no late arrivals and no early departures will be awarded bonus points daily.

      IF you do arrive late:

· Handouts will be available next to the sign-in sheet, or after class.
· Do not disturb your classmates during lecture.  Get the lecture notes you missed from your classmates after class. 
Communication is of utmost importance!!   

Ms. Gillespie will work with you if you keep her informed ahead of time.

*If you are ill or have a family emergency, call Reedley College and leave a message for Ms. Gillespie AND e-mail Ms. Gillespie.  A note from doctor’s office / a note signed by family member is required to excuse the absence.  Such situations will be worked out on an individual basis.

*At least one week’s  advance written notice signed by a family member is required to excuse an upcoming absence.   Such situations will be worked out on an individual basis.

Exams and Assignments

· 2 exams

· 1 final exam--this is the last exam for the Earth Science section of Science 1B

· Exam format:  Multiple choice, true/false, matching, fill-in, map or diagram exercises, short essay

· Study Guides will be issued.  We will review for the final exam.

· 7 Pop quizzes--“Pop” quiz = unannounced quiz

· Quiz format:   Multiple choice, true/false, matching, identify

· Assignments:  3 worksheet sets (lecture)



  Indoor Labs



  Outdoor Labs (“weather permitting“) 



  1-3 Outside-of-class field assignments (contingent on “weather permitting” factor for the Outdoor Labs) 

*No late assignments.  No make-up work, quizzes, or exams.  No extra credit.    

Grading System 

A    448  -  500      

3 Exams (100 pts each)                            300 pts

B    398  -  447      
 
4 Pop Quizzes--lecture (10 pts each)          40 pts



C    348  -  397      

3 Pop Quizzes--lab (10 pts each)                30 pts


D    298  -  347      

3 Worksheet Sets (15 pts each)                  45 pts

F        0  -   297                               
Indoor Labs                                               35 pts





2 Outdoor labs (10 pts each)                      20 pts





1 Outside-of class assignment                    30 pts  

Bonus Points Opportunities

· For Good Attendance:                 0-1 absence  =  10 bonus points

 


                    2 absences =    5 bonus points




                 0 late arrivals and 0 early departures =  1 bonus pt per day = 17 bonus pts 

· Bonus Point Review Game:         Final Exam review game:  unlimited bonus points

Academic Dishonesty

*Cheating and Plagiarism incidences will be dealt with in accordance with Reedley College regulations. 

Cheating applies to all quizzes and exams.  Cheating will result in an ‘F’ on the quiz, exam, or assignment at best.

Cheating includes:

· Copying a classmate’s answers during a quiz or exam

· Copying a classmate’s assignment word for word.  All students whose written work is identical will receive zeros.

Plagiarism applies to all written assignments that require citing sources and interpreting source information in your own words.  Plagiarized papers will receive zeros at best.  

Plagiarism results when:

· Sources are not properly cited.

· The order of the source’s words/phrases is simply changed around

· Source information is copied word for word (or copied and pasted from a web source); or is copied word for word and not cited as a direct quote.

· Note:  Quoting an entire page, passage, or body of work will not be accepted.  You must write your own assignment. 

Be advised, it is possible to fail a college course if you cheat or plagiarize. 

Disruptive Conduct will not be tolerated

If you feel other students in the class are disrupting your progress and opportunity to learn, you are encouraged to inform your instructor of the problem after class or via e-mail so the situation can be resolved.

Disruptive Conduct includes:  

· Talking during the instructor’s lecture

· Bothering/distracting fellow students

· Cell phones and pagers ringing

· Late arrivals

· Leaving early

· Sleeping during lecture

**Disruptive Conduct will be dealt with in accordance with Reedley College policy.**

Special Concerns

· Please do not bring children to class.

· In accordance with Laboratory Safety Regulations, NO food or drinks are allowed in the Laboratory at any time.

· If your employment requires you to be on-call, please sit near the door.
If you are struggling with the material, consult the following sources for extra help: 

· Your instructor

· Use the Managing Earth Science Material handout provided in the Syllabus.

· Use a second textbook for cross-referencing

· Reedley College or Fresno City College Tutorial Centers

· Find a study partner or form study groups

Reedley College Tutorial Center

Location:   Reedley College, Humanities Building Room 58

Phone:  (559) 638-0358

Hours:  Monday through Friday   8:00 am  to  5:00 pm

Tutorial service is free.  

Individual and group tutoring is available by appointment only.  

Go to the Tutorial Center and fill out a request form.  If a tutor is available for your subject, you will be assigned to the tutor by appointment.  

Walk-in basis tutoring available only for select subjects.  Check with the Tutorial Center to find out which subjects apply.
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Fresno City College Tutorial Center

Location:  Fresno City College, Library/Media Building Room Li-134

Phone:  (559) 441-8209 

Hours:   Monday through Thursday  8 am - 8 pm  


 Friday  8 am - 12 noon


 Saturday  9 am -  4 pm

Tutorial Service is free.

Individual and group tutoring is available on a walk-in basis only.  No appointments.

You must check in at the Fresno City College Tutorial Center’s front desk to be assigned to a tutor.
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Fall 2005  Science 1B        Introduction to Earth Science 

Course Duration:  9 weeks

Tuesday  Aug 16          Instruction begins

Friday September 2        Last day to drop a Fall 2005 course to avoid a “W”.

Friday Sept 16               Last day to change a class to or from CR/NC grading basis

Thursday Oct 13          Earth Science portion of Science 1B ends

Friday  Oct 14               Nine week drop date for full term length courses

Note:  If you opt to drop the Earth Science portion of Science 1B, you will be dropping the entire 18 week Science 1B

           course.  You will not be able to “re-add” the course when the Biology portion of the semester resumes.

Tentative Weekly Itinerary 

Week 1   

Tuesday:   Introduction--Syllabus


   Laboratory Safety Policy
Thursday‘s Lecture topics  

                  Formation of our Solar System, Earth, and Moon--Lab, Chapter 19
                  Science of Geology; Scientific Method, Atoms and Elements--Chapter 1

Week 2

Tuesday:    Quiz 1--Study Skills

                   Lab--Mineral Identification--Chapter 2 , Worksheets, Handouts 

Thursday:   Review for Exam #1 (tentative)


      Study Guide for Exam #1 issued


      Lecture Homework #1 issued

Thursday’s Lecture Topics
                   Geologic Time; Earth’s 4 Spheres--Chapter 1  

                   Plate Tectonics (Lava lamp demonstration)--Chapters 1 and 16

                   Volcanic Activity--Chapter 4   

                   Earthquakes (Sand in cup demonstration)--Chapter 15 

Week 3

Tuesday:   Homework #1 due


     Exam #1

Tuesday’s Lecture Topics


     Rocks--Chapter 3 (Igneous); 6 (Sedimentary); Chapter 7 (Metamorphic)

Thursday:  Lab--Mineral and Rock Identification--Worksheets, Chapters 3,6,7
                            Rock Cycle--Chapter 1(page 13)

Week 4

Tuesday:   Quiz 2--Chapter 2,3,6,7

Tuesday’s Lecture Topics


     Igneous Rock Material--Ch.3 (pp 46-48)


     Sedimentary Rock Structures--Ch. 6


     Weathering--Ch. 5


     Mass Wasting--Chapter 8

                  Thursday:  Lab--Rocks and Minerals identification worksheets; Rock Cycle


     Lecture Homework #2 assigned

Week 5

Tuesday:    Homework #2 Due


     Quiz 3--Chapter 5, 6, part of  3 and 8


     Study Guide for Exam #2 issued 

Tuesday’s Lecture Topics


     Mass Wasting (cont’d)--Ch. 8


     Groundwater--Chapter 10


     Review for Exam #2
Thursday:  Lab quiz #1--Rock and Mineral Identification 


     Lab--Topographic Maps--Handouts, Worksheet
     

Week 6

Tuesday:  Exam #2

Tuesday’s Lecture Topics:


    Glaciers--Chapter 11

    Video--Glaciers
    

Thursday: Lab--Topographic Maps--Handouts, Worksheet

                 Lecture Homework #3 assigned

Week 7

Tuesday:  Homework #3 Due 


    Quiz 4--Chapters 10, 11


    Study Guide for Midterm Final issued

Tuesday’s Lecture Topics


    Wind Erosion--Ch. 12 


     Coastlines--Chapter 13


     Geologic Time Scale--Chapter 19 (pp 403-407)


     Lecture Homework #4 assigned
Thursday:  Lab quiz #2--Topographic Maps

     Lab--Fossils--Chapter 18 (pages 393-398)
                            Fossil Identification--Worksheet 

Week 8    
Tuesday’s Lecture Topics:


    Homework #4 Due


    Quiz 5--Chapters 12,13, part of 18


    Fossils--Chapter 18


    Lab--Fossil Identification worksheet Due at the end of class today

Thursday:  Field Trip (To Be Announced)

Week 9

Tuesday:  Review for Midterm Exam

Thursday: Midterm Exam

