General Psychology

Fall, 2005PRIVATE 
What:
Psychology 2

When:
MWF 1:00-1:50

Who:
John Terrell, Ph.D.


Telephone: x3648  Office: Humanities 51


E-mail: john.terrell@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours:  MWF 11-12; TTh 10-11

Why:
Course description:  This class will examine the many ways that scientists discuss and explain human behavior and mental processes.  Lectures, videos, classroom demonstrations, activities, and assignments are designed to help you explore and understand this complex field of study. You will be encouraged and expected to be a participant in the teaching process by being involved in class activities and exercises.  The exams will contain some things that are discussed in lecture but not in the text, and some things that are discussed in the text but not in the lectures.  So, both class attendance and reading the textbook are very important for doing well in the class.  

Emphasis is placed upon objective observation and scientific investigation in the study of the science of psychology.  Course objectives are:


A) to help students learn basic theoretical foundations, empirical findings, research methods, and applications in various areas of psychology;


B) to increase insight into students' own behavior and that of others;


C) to develop an appreciation of the scientific method and a critical attitude toward psychological research.

Text: 
Weiten, W. (2005).  Psychology: Themes and Variations.  (6th Edition-Briefer Version). Belmont, CA:  Thomson/Wadsworth Publishing.


The text book for the course is required.  Copies of the text book can be purchased in the campus book store.  Please do not try to get through the course without the text book.  

What, again:


Course Requirements: There will be four midterms and a final.  All exams will be worth 100 points, and will be a combination of multiple choice and essay questions.  Additionally, 100 points will be available by participating in class activities, debates, and test review exercises.  If you are absent from class, you will not be able to receive the participation points for the activity from that day, so continued absences might become a problem in the number of points that you have earned. There will also be a term paper worth 100 points on any topic that is interesting to the student and relevant to the course.  Students will receive a handout describing the paper and its format after the first few weeks of class.


Exams:


Make-up exams will be allowed only in the rare case of extreme emergencies, and at the discretion of the instructor.  Students are not generally given, and should not expect, a make-up exam to be allowed without written documentation of the emergency condition (illness, accident, family emergency, etc.), and then only if some notice is given in advance of the exam.  The lowest of your midterm exam scores will be dropped in the evaluation of your final grade. This means that missing a midterm will not necessarily count against you, but missing two will certainly hurt your final grade.  However, all students must take the final exam in order to pass the course and no make-up exams will be allowed for the final exam.  

Attendance and Class Etiquette:  


You should be on time for all classes, and especially for the exams, because very important information is often given at the very beginning (and at the very end) of the class period.  If you are often late to class, you won’t receive the benefit of the participation points that are an important component of your grade. Also, tardiness and leaving early are both disruptive to the class, so a ½ Absence will be assigned to those students arriving late or leaving early.  If you accumulate more than 6 absences in the first 9 weeks of class, you will be dropped from the course.  You may be dropped from the class without warning for lack of participation due to absences at any time during the semester if you have more than 6 absences.

Turn off all cell phones and pagers before coming into class.  Please refrain from talking to other students during lectures and class discussions, and be respectful of the opinions and experiences of all class members.

Special assistance: 

If, after the first exam, you are not testing well in this class, please seek assistance for studying and test preparation.   If you require special assistance during the test taking process or need to take your exam under special conditions, please see me so we can make arrangements for you to take your exam with Disabled Student Services.  Because paperwork needs to be filled out for this service, please see me as soon as possible to make arrangements. If you have difficulty with test taking and need some assistance on how to prepare for exams, how to study for exams, or how to reduce your anxiety before taking an exam, please see me several weeks before the exam and I will offer you assistance. Everyone has the potential to do well. Let’s do whatever it takes to make sure you get the extra help you need.

Me, again:


There are two ways to reach me if you want to during the course of the semester:   
              
1. You can leave me a voice mail message.  Since it is a voice mail system you may call it anytime 24 hours a day.  Please leave a detailed message with a phone number (not a pager) and the time you would like me to call you back.   
  
2.  The best way to reach me quickly is to email me.  I usually check email every day and reply soon.  My email address is john.terrell@reedleycollege.edu.
If you do not have an email account you may open one in the Social Science Computer Lab.
Grades: Final grades will be decided by the following scale. There will be a total of 600 points possible from the four 100-point midterms, the 100-point final, the 100-point paper, and 100 points available from in-class and participation activities (remember, your lowest test score will be dropped):


600-558
A
(93%)
461-438
C
(73%)


557-540
A-
(90%)
437-420
C-
(70%)


539-522
B+
(87%)
419-402
D+
(67%)


521-498
B
(83%)
401-378
D
(63%)


497-480
B-
(80%)
377-360
D-
(60%)


481-462
C+
(77%)
Below 359
Don’t go here!

When, again:



Topic
Readings
Week 1  (8/15)
Introduction
Chap. 1

Week 2  (8/22)
Psychological Research
Chap. 2

Week 3  (8/29)
Biological Bases
Chap. 3

Week 4  (9/5)
Sensation and Perception
Chap. 4



Exam 1- 9/9

(On exam day, please bring a Scantron 886-E and a #2 pencil.  The Scantron form can be purchased in the book store.  You will need a total of 5 Scantrons for this course.)

Week 5  (9/12)
Consciousness
Chap. 5

Week 6  (9/19)
Learning
Chap. 6
Week 7  (9/26)
Memory
Chap. 7
Week 8  (10/3)
Cognition
Chap. 8


Exam 2- (10/7)

Week 9  (10/10)
Emotion
Chap. 9
Week 10 (10/17)
Development
Chap.10
Week 11 (10/24)
Personality
Chap. 11
Week 12 (10/31)
Stress & Coping
Chap. 12


Exam #3- (11/4)

Week 13 (11/7)
Mental Illness
Chap. 13
Week 14 (11/14)
Psychotherapy
Chap. 1
Week 15 (11/21)
Test Review




Exam 4- (11/23)

Week 16 (11/28)
Social Psychology
Chap. 15
Week 17 (12/5)
Critical Thinking/Final Review


Week 18

Final Exam 



Monday, 12/12


1-2:50
Have a GREAT SEMESTER-If you have any questions, just ask!







