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Course Description: 


This course is intended to serve as an introduction to the tools and concepts of analytical political science. The subject matter will cover the institutions and processes that constitute both the governments of United States and of California, and the resulting issues that face both governments.


Among other issues, in this course we will consider 

· the theoretical foundations of democratic governments and modern problems of representation, including alternative approaches and solutions to representing minorities, 

· the dynamics, organization, and policy-making processes of the American Congress, with particular emphasis on the relationship of legislators to constituents, lobbyists, bureaucrats, the president, and with one another,

· the growth of presidential power, the creation and use of the institutionalized presidency, presidential-congressional and presidential-bureaucratic relationships, and the presidency and the national security apparatus,

· the role of the Supreme Court and the judicial process in American government, and the use of litigation as an instrument of politics,

· the role of mass political participation in the policy-making process through a discussion of what normative theory says that role should be, how the public actually behaves, and how representatives respond. Considers whether differences in participation rates by race, ethnicity, gender, age, and class lead to unequal policy treatment,

· electoral politics (history of US electoral politics; the problem of voter participation; partisanship and voting; accounting for voting decisions; explaining and forecasting election outcomes; elections and divided government; money and elections; electoral politics and representative democracy),

· the changing role of political parties and elections in the American political system, including the historical development of party conflict; the structure of party organization at the local and national levels; the roles of party and the media during presidential elections; who votes and why; and the future of American political parties,

· the most important aspects of the mass media's roles in the American political process with a focus on the press itself (its workings, biases, effects, etc.) and on the relationships between the media and the institutions and actors in politics and government, and

· the historical and contemporary roles of various racial and ethnic groups; initiation, demands, leadership and organizational styles, orientation, benefits, and impact on the structures and outputs of governance in the United States.

After completing this course, students will:

· Be able to read and understand, in proper context, the political significance of current events.

· Display both a functional and theoretical understanding of key constitutional provisions.

· Demonstrate an appreciation of the interplay (similarities and differences) between the branches of government.

· Display an understanding of the various jurisdictions of governmental agents.

· Gain a functional understanding of the policy-making process (policy “inputs” and policy “outputs”).

· Display an understanding of the significance of the Constitution of the United States, the Bill of Rights, and subsequent constitutional amendments in establishing the American concepts of “liberty” and “equality.”
Required Texts:




O’Connor / Sabato, Understanding American Government, 8th edition

Recommended Reading: 



The Official web site of the California State Government—http://www.ca.gov

Other recommendations may be announced / distributed on occasion

Basis for Evaluation:

Assignment









Points Per Assignment






Total Points

5 Examinations 











120










600 (60%)


California Initiative Process paper





100










100 (10%)


Initiative analysis paper








100







 


100 (10%)


California ballot presentations






150










150 (15%)


Participation / Conduct / Attendance




  50










  50 (5%)














TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE







1000

























Point Range

Final Grade























1000 – 900


A
























  899 – 800


B
























  799 – 700
       
C
























  699 – 600


D
























  599 and below

F

Examinations: 


There will be five 120-point examinations.  All will consist of an identification/definition section, a short answer section, and essay questions.  Students will need a “bluebook” for all examinations.  MAKE-UP EXAMINATIONS WILL ONLY BE GIVEN UNDER SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES.  As a general rule, with the exception medical emergencies, incapacity, or a death in the family, make up exams will not be given.  Some official verification of the need to miss the exam will be required before a make-up exam is approved.  The message here is that YOU SHOULD PLAN TO TAKE THE EXAMS ON THE SCHEDULED DATES or have a VERY COMPELLING REASON for missing one, and if at all possible, you should contact me before the exam regarding your absence.


Each examination will cover the following material:



EXAM 1: Introductory material, constitutional government, and federalism



EXAM 2: Governmental Institutions



EXAM 3: Policy “Inputs”—The Electorate as Players



EXAM 4: Policy “Inputs”—Non-Institutional Players



FINAL EXAMINATION: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

California Initiative papers: There are currently eight propositions qualified for the November 08 special election in California.  You are to write two papers (a minimum of four pages, double spaced, 1” margins, 10 or 12 point font) throughout the term as assigned below.

· Paper 1—Explain the California initiative process, beginning with the authoring of a ballot measure and ending with the election.  What do you think of this process?  Base your evaluation both on the abstract ideas behind the process, and the practical realities of it (i.e., the types of policies that have been enacted through this process).  DUE FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 09.
· Paper 2—Explain and evaluate one of the propositions on the November ballot.  You should base your assessment on a minimum of the following criteria:

· What type of proposition is it?

· How did it get on the ballot?

· What is the issue (what does the proposition address?

· Who/what was the initiating source?

· Who supports / opposes this proposition?  Why?

· What is the potential impact (i.e., social, fiscal, etc.)?

· Do you plan to support or oppose this proposition?  Why or why not?

California Ballot presentations:  Students are to prepare a presentation explaining and evaluating one of the propositions scheduled to be on the November 08 ballot.  This CANNOT be the same proposition on which you wrote your paper.  Each presenter should analyze his/her initiative/referendum/bond AT LEAST along the following criteria:

· What type of proposition is it?

· How did it get on the ballot?

· What is the issue (what does the proposition address?

· Who/what was the initiating source?

· Who supports / opposes this proposition?  Why?

· What is the potential impact (i.e., social, fiscal, etc.)?

· Do you plan to support or oppose this proposition?  Why or why not?

More details regarding this assignment will be distributed at the due date draws nearer.

Participation and Conduct:  


An important part of the course is student participation, and a guaranteed way to lower your grade is to conduct yourself in an inappropriate manner in the classroom.  Even though it may appear as though I am not taking notice, inappropriate behavior such as reading, talking, sleeping, writing letters, etc., during class, or failure to treat everyone in the classroom with respect will affect your grade negatively, as will cheating on exams or instances of plagiarism in out-of-class writing assignments.  Those who wish to practice such inappropriate behavior will likely be asked to leave the classroom, pursuant to Reedley College’s Student Code of Conduct Policy (Board Policy 5410 and EC 760332).  No one will be forced to participate in class discussions, but everyone is strongly encouraged to ask questions and offer input regarding the subject matter at hand and current events related to that subject matter.

Attendance:  


Attendance is one measure of participation, and you will not do well in the course if you fail to come to class regularly.  Perfect attendance is best, and more than six hours of absences is definitely too many.  It is the policy of this college that the instructor may drop a student who has missed more than six hours of class: it is my policy that after six hours of absences, I will want to schedule an appointment with you to try to determine the difficulty.

Reading Assignments:

This course will be conducted primarily in a seminar format, so all reading assignments must be COMPLETED by the assigned date.  This will facilitate your learning the course material as well as class discussions.  Keep in mind, the readings and the class discussions are intended to complement, not replace, one another.  If you have questions on any of the material, ASK!!!  I want to help you learn about American politics and government, but your questions may not be answered unless you ask them.  Also, always expect to answer questions in class based upon the assigned readings for that day, and you should expect a few unannounced short quizzes over the reading assignments and current events—especially if it seems that few students are up to date.

Important Dates:


Administrative:


Last day to drop and receive a refund—Friday, August 26



Last day to drop and avoid a “W”—Friday, September 02



Last day to add— Friday, September 02



Last day to change a class to or from a CR / NC grading basis—Friday, September 16



Last day to drop—Friday, October 14

Holidays:


Labor Day—Monday, September 05



Veterans’ Day—Friday, November 11



Thanksgiving holiday—Thursday, November 24 & Friday, November 25


Other Important Dates:


Election Day—Tuesday, November 08

Tentative Course Schedule:
· WEEKS 1 - 3 (August 15 – September 02)
SECTION 1—POWER AND POLITICS IN THE UNITED STATES


READINGS:



Chapter 1—The Political Landscape



Chapter 2—The Constitution



Chapter 3--Federalism


ASSIGNMENTS:


None

· EXAMINATION 1—Friday, September 02, 2005

· WEEKS 4 - 7 (September 05 – September 28)

SECTION 2—THE GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA


READINGS:



Chapter 7—Congress



Chapter 8—The Presidency



Chapter 9—The Executive Branch and the Federal Bureaucracy



Chapter 10—The Judiciary

ASSIGNMENTS:


Initiative Process Paper due Friday, September 09

· EXAMINATION 2—Friday, September 28, 2005

· WEEKS 7 - 10 (September 30 – October 19)

SECTION 3—POLICY INPUTS: THE FORMATION, INFLUENCE, AND COMMUNICATION OF IDEAS IN THE UNITED STATES


READINGS:



Chapter 11—Public Opinion and Political Socialization



Chapter 15—The Media



Chapter 13—Voting and Elections



Chapter 14—The Campaign Process


ASSIGNMENTS:


Ballot Proposition Analysis Paper due Friday, October 7

· EXAMINATION 3—Wednesday, October 19, 2005

· WEEKS 10 - 11 (October 21 – October 28)

~~PRESENTATIONS~~


READINGS:



None


ASSIGNMENTS:


Ballot Proposition Presentations

· WEEKS 12 - 14 (October 31 – November 14)

SECTION 4—POLICY INPUTS: THE POWER OF PLURALISM IN THE UNITED STATES


READINGS:



Chapter 12—Political Parties



Chapter 16—Interest Groups


ASSIGNMENTS:


None

· EXAMINATION 4—Monday, November 14, 2005

· WEEKS 14 - 18 (May 02 – May 20)

SECTION 5—POLICY OUTPUTS: CIVIL LIBERTIES AND CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES


READINGS:



Chapter 5—Civil Liberties



Chapter 6—Civil Rights


ASSIGNMENTS:


None

FINAL EXAMINATION—Wednesday, December 14, 8:00-9:50 a.m.
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