
Journalism 1 (3 units) 53048         Intro to Mass Communication

Reedley College                                     MWF, 12 p.m.      LSH 1                 
Instructor: Jill Hendrickson                 Email: jill.Hendrickson@reedleycollege.edu

Fall 2005                                         Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3817, or use my name 
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This three-unit course will focus on the influences of mass communication. Through the readings we will be learning about the different structures and practices of mass media industries.  We will take a look at how mass media and new technologies affect the ways in which people obtain and use news. We will also discuss how they have helped to reconfigure global communications and international relations.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course will introduce you to the history of journalism and various types of media organizations. We will be reading newspapers and watching films and TV news with an eye towards recognizing the difference between fact and opinion. You will become aware of slants, biases and propaganda devices used in mass communication. You will also gain an understanding of how mass media and new technologies have shaped your concepts of yourself and the world around you. This course will also discuss professional opportunities in journalism.

REQUIRED MATERIALS

The text is Mass Media/Mass Culture: An Introduction, 5th edition, by James R. Wilson and Stan L. Wilson, McGraw-Hill, Inc. 2000

Always bring a notebook to class and take notes. 

TESTS

We will have approximately four tests for grades during the semester, each worth 100 points. Bring a Scantron 882 and a #2 pencil for these tests. You must be in class for the tests, because there are no make-ups. If you have a serious, documented reason for an absence the day of a test (particularly if you have notified me beforehand) you may try to make up for points through an essay exam. 

ATTENDANCE

Regular attendance is mandatory. That means arriving on time with all assignments completed and staying for the duration of the class. If you have any kind of time conflict that doesn’t allow you to arrive on time or stay for the designated time, you should not be in this class. Accumulation of two weeks of absences will result in a drop. Three tardies equal an absence. Remember that 100 participation points come from being in class and participating. Your contribution to class discussions is very important, so if you’re not in class, you can’t get the points.

Students are responsible for going through the proper procedures if they wish to drop from the class. In other words, don’t just assume that it will be done for you.

Please note: for fall 2005 the last day to drop the class is Friday, October 14. That means if you stop attending class without officially dropping, I have to give you a letter grade, which will probably be an F.

Cell phones and pagers must be turned off before you enter the classroom. Food and drink, pets and children are not allowed. Any disruptive student will be asked to leave. Please do not talk while I am lecturing, because it is distracting both for me and your fellow students. 

GRADING
Each test is worth 100 points. The final is worth 200 points. Participation is another 100 points. Grades will be based on a total number of points 

90 to 100%  = A

80 to  89%   = B

70 to  79%   = C

60 to 69%    = D

DISABILITY NOTICE

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e.: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act please contact the instructor as soon as possible. 

CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM

Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously. Both go against school rules and are unacceptable. Plagiarism is stealing another person’s words or ideas. Briefly, it is plagiarism to copy from books, the Internet or another person’s work. Your work must be original and in your own words. 

TESTS

Tentatively, Test 1 will cover Chapters 1-4

                     Test 2 will cover Chapters 5-8

                     Test 3 will cover Chapters 9-12

                     Test 4 will cover Chapters 13-16

IMPORTANT DATES

Sept. 5  (M)                  Labor Day

Nov. 11 (F)                   Veteran’s Day

Nov. 24-26 Th, F, S)    Thanksgiving Day holidays

December 16 (F)           End of fall semester

As an adjunct instructor, I don’t have an office on campus and therefore cannot hold office hours. If you need to talk to me about anything, please arrange it with me before or after class. 


