
REEDLEY COLLEGE

HIST 32: History of the Mexican-American 

Fall, 2005

  People                      


  
TTh 2:00-3:15pm

Instructor: Ms. Lisa Solomon


         
Room: INC 2

E-mail: solomonl@scccd.org

            
Messages: 638-3681     

Office Hours: By appointment





Course Description: The course will present a historical look at the Mexican-American people and experience in this country, with an emphasis on California and the Southwest from the 1840s to the present.  We will examine the Spanish and Mexican roots of the region, the Mexican War of 1846-48 and its aftermath, the interrelationship between Mexican and the United States, the effects of the Mexican Revolution of 1910, and the Chicano experience in the 20th century.  By the end of the term, students will be expected to present a viable understanding of this region and the Mexican-American people, and their importance to the American culture.

Text: Occupied America: A History of Chicanos (Rodolfo Acuña), 5th edition. Available at the Reedley College bookstore.

Additional readings/articles may be presented or assigned by the Instructor as deemed relevant.

Exams: There will be four quizzes, a midterm exam and the final exam.  All quizzes and exams will be based on the text, any additional readings, lectures, and videos.   Any student caught cheating on a quiz or exam will receive an “F” for that quiz or exam, and no make-up test will be allowed.  Depending on the severity of the offense, the Instructor reserves the right to reduce the student’s course grade by the equivalent of a letter grade (for example, a “B” becomes a “C” for the term). 
Only one make-up exam will be offered to a student during the semester, and must be scheduled with the Instructor.  Make-up exams may only be used if the original exam was not taken at the scheduled time due to illness and any make-up scheduled for more than three days after the original test date faces a reduction in points to the next lower letter grade.

Writing Requirement: Students will be required to complete a research paper of five to seven pages.  A list of suggested topics can be found attached to this syllabus, or you may choose one of your own.  A study guide for the paper will be provided by the Instructor.  Papers turned in between one and three days after the due date will be penalized at a rate of four points per day.  Papers turned in more than three days after the due date will not be accepted.  Papers cannot be submitted electronically.   Plagiarism is the act of taking someone else’s work and passing it off as your own.  Any paper or exam found to contain plagiarized material will be returned with an “F” and no substitute paper or make-up exam will be accepted.
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Grading: The course maximum is 500 points, based on the following:

Discussion/participation



  50 points

Quizzes (four @ 25 points each)


100 points

Midterm exam  




  75 points

Research paper




125 points

Final exam




 
150 points

Grading will be based on total points, as follows:

A = 401 - 500


C = 201 - 300
F = 0 - 100

B = 301 - 400


D = 101 - 200

Miscellaneous: Attendance is strongly encouraged, especially since history courses usually take a chronological approach, covering several groups, and absences can leave gaps not easily filled.  While participation in classroom discussions is not mandatory, it is strongly encouraged; participation depends on attendance and, as noted above, can affect your final grade.  At all times, your questions and comments are encouraged and welcomed.
Campus policy is that an instructor may drop any student from the course who has missed more than six hours of class.  Do not assume that your Instructor will drop you from the class because of poor attendance and/or test scores.  If yu decide to drop this course, take the responsibility of notifying Admissions and Records.  Students who practice inappropriate behavior will likely be asked to leave the classroom, per Reedley College’s Student Code of Conduct Policy.  The last day to drop this course without a letter grade is Friday, October 14.  

Please make every effort to be in the room and ready at the starting time.  Being late may be beyond a student’s control; if you are late, please attempt to enter the room as quietly as possible to avoid disrupting the class.  If you know that you are going to have to miss a class or leave early for an appointment, the appropriate thing to do is notify the Instructor in advance. 

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT PAGERS AND/OR CELL PHONES ARE TURNED OFF DURING CLASS.  Any students whose cell phone and/or pager disrupts the class more than once during the term will be asked to leave the classroom for that interrupted session.
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your Instructor as soon as possible.
Assigned readings are to be done before class.
The schedule (subject to change):
Aug. 16           
Introduction

Aug. 18   

Pre-European (chap. 1)

Research paper topics due
Aug. 23
 
Spanish conquest (pp. 20-27)

Research paper guidelines available
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Aug. 25

Colonization (pp. 28-41)

Aug. 30

Quiz #1 (material from Aug. 16 through Aug. 25)
First 30 mins.

Move to independence (pp. 42-43)




Sep. 01

Mexico’s first republics 

Sep. 06-13

Break-up of Mexico and the Texas Revolution 

   (pp. 44-49)


Sep. 15

Quiz #2 (material from Aug. 30 through Sep. 16)
First 30 mins.

Sep. 15-20

Mexican War: 1846-48 (pp. 50-52)

Sep. 22-27

The “new” Southwest (chaps. 4-6)


Sep. 29

California (chap. 7)

Oct. 04

To another revolution (pp. 148-150) 




Midterm exam study guide available
Oct. 06

Mexican Revolution (pp. 151-152)

Oct. 11

Midterm exam (material from Aug. 16 through Oct. 06)
Oct. 13

Mexican Revolution and impact of World War I 

    (pp. 152-74)

Oct. 18-20   

“Roaring ‘20s”? (chap. 9)

Oct. 25-27

Impact of the Great Depression (chap. 10)

 
Nov. 01

Quiz #3 (material from Oct. 13 through Oct. 27)


First 30 mins.

Nov. 01-03

World War II and the 1940s, “Zoot Suit” riots, Bracero      program, Part 1(chap. 11)

Nov. 08

The “Nifty ‘50s”? (chap. 12)

Nov. 10-15

Bracero Program, Part 2; labor unions

Research papers due November 10
Nov. 17-22

Activism in the 1960s (chap. 13)

Nov. 24-25

Thanksgiving holiday - no class

Nov. 29

Quiz #4 (material from Nov. 01 through Nov. 25)
  
First 30 mins.

Nov. 29-Dec. 01
The 1970s (chap. 14)



Dec. 06

1980s and 1990s (chap. 15)



Dec. 08

Art, culture, current issues (Epilogue)

Final exam guide available
Dec. 15

Final Exam 2:00-3:50pm (material from Oct. 11 through Dec. 08)
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Suggested Paper Topics
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo


Emiliano Zapata

Pancho Villa





California Revolution

Mexican War




California Gold Rush

Bilingual education




Proposition 187

Proposition 209




Proposition 227

Affirmative action




United Farm Workers Union

Dolores Huerta




La Raza Unida

MAPA





GI Bill

NAFTA





“Zoot Suit” riots

Brown Berets




California statehood

Mexico-U.S. relations



Role of “Chicanas/Latinas”

Californios





César Chávez

Braceros





Moratorium demonstration

The mission system



MAPA

LULAC





Immigration (current)
