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ART & CULTURE

Learning Community

ENGLISH 1A: READING & COMPOSITION

Fall 2005 – Section 53035
	ENGLISH 1A

Reading & Comp  53035

Tuesday  11:00 – 12:50 HUM 62 (Lab)

Thursday 11:00 – 12:50  INC 4 (Lecture)


	ART 5

Art History 1  58016

Tuesday, Thursday

2:00 – 3:15  POR 2

	Instructor:  Mr. Jeff Sands

244-5900 ext. 3875

jeff.sands@reedleycollege.edu
	Instructor:  Ms. Tina Bruno



	Office Hours:

Arranged


	Office Hours:

Arranged


Learning Community Statement:

This course is part of a learning community, two or more classes linked through a common theme or purpose.  As part of this class, you are also enrolled in the class(es) linked to this course.   

Course Description

The purpose of English 1A is to make you a better writer—one fully aware of purpose, audience, and rhetorical devices and is the equivalent of the freshman composition course at any four-year university.  In doing so, you will learn and employ critical thinking and aesthetic analysis skills as you read and analyze selections of literary texts and produce writing of different genres and styles for a variety of audiences.

As a Learning Community course linked with Tina Bruno’s Art 5, Art History 1 course, we will focus even more closely on the dynamic relationship between literature and art as we analyze and critique selections of art in antiquity, literary texts influenced by art, essays concerned with controversies and issues of the art community, and produce several types of essays in response. 
Required Texts & Materials

Motives for Writing, 5th Edition, Robert Keith Miller

Brief Handbook for Writers, 3rd Edition,
James F. Howell, Dean Memering

Bound Composition Book/Journal

College-level dictionary

Blue books

Novel (TBA)

Email account & computer access

Floppy disk(s)

Additional Expense

Museum Admission

Course Prerequisites

Placement score or grade “C” or better or credit in ENGL 125 and ENGL 126. 

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes

1. Uses Standard American English appropriately for the various requirements of universities and the work place

2. Uses advanced sentence writing skills

3. Employs a variety of prewriting strategies: Outlining, free writing, clustering, looping as a means of planning

4. Plans and writes coherent paragraphs and essays (knows the function of the thesis, topic sentences, methods of development, transitions, supporting sentences, as well as special paragraphs used for introductions and conclusions)

5. Understands the use of rhetorical modes in organizing ideas

6. Understands the relationship between purpose, audience, organization, and style

7. Reads college-level materials critically and with understanding

8. Writes summaries and paraphrases that accurately reflect a source's content; is also able to evaluate that source

9. Knows the process for writing effective research papers (conducts effective library searches, using the common tools of research; formulates thesis based on that research; selects, organizes, and outlines details and evidence to support the thesis; documents sources according to MLA Style Guide standards; and develops a coherent paper based on the evidence)

10. Understands the requirements for successful argumentative papers (states thesis clearly; refutes opposing positions; accumulates evidence for position; avoids logical fallacies)

11. Reads for the points of view and varieties of cultural experience from the works of writers from different backgrounds, times, and ethnicities

Suggested Course Outline & Schedule

The instructor reserves the right to change or revise this schedule at any time during the semester.

Week:

1
Introduction:  Diagnostic Essay, Syllabus, Writing Center ESSAY 1 DUE
2
Critical Thinking and Aesthetic Analysis

3
Narrative & Description:   MW Chp. 1

4
Narrative & Description:  Essay Workshops, ESSAY 2 DUE, Timed Essay Exam
5
Expository:  MW Chp. 4, 5 – Cause & Effect, Compare & Contrast, Definition 
6
Expository:  MW Chp. 5, 6 – Process, Thesis, Supporting Detail, ESSAY 3 DUE (Expository)
7
Expository:  Conferences
8
Expository/Literary Analysis Essay: MIDTERM ESSAY DUE

9
Persuasion & Argument:  MW Chp. 7 – Rhetorical Devices, Reasoning
10
Persuasion & Argument:  MW Chp. 8 – Fallacies, Pro-Con Structure
11
Persuasion & Argument:  Essay Workshops, ESSAY 4 DUE, Timed Essay Exam
12
Research:  MW Chp. 2 – Summarizing, Paraphrasing, Quotations, Documentation
13
Research:  MW Chp. 3 – Planning, Developing, Writing
14
Research
15
Thanksgiving Holiday (No class Thursday)
16
Comedy: MW Chp. 9
17
Experimentation: MW Chp. 10 – RESEARCH PAPER DUE
18
Final Exam (December 13, 11:00-12:50)
Reading Assignments & Responses

The reading assignments are for the purpose of understanding and modeling the different writing purposes, organizational methods, and structures and are assigned every week.  As you read, you will be expected to respond to the text in a Reading Response journal that I will collect on occasion.  Points will be given based on you’re the level of questioning and the sophistications of your responses, not necessarily on length.  
Writing Assignments

Out-of-Class Writing Assignments – Writing assignments will be given no less than one week in advance.  You will write several essays and responses, and at least one research paper all using the MLA format.  All essays will be typed, double-spaced and scholarly in appearance—no fancy fonts, colors, clip art or pictures.  I expect out- of-class essays at the beginning of the hour they are due, and in-class essays at the end of the class.  The reason for any paper being late must be written to me as a letter, and I will judge whether or not the excuse is justified.  As a rule, you can expect to spend roughly two hours studying (reading and writing) for class for every one hour spent in class.
In-Class Writing Assignments
In most class meetings you will complete various exercises, writing assignments, essay exams, or quizzes worth a variety of points.  No make-up work is allowed
It is essential that you keep all of your work for the semester (notes, drafts, and final graded copies) both on disk and on hard paper copy in a binder.  This is important because your final may be based on your accumulated binder of work, as well as for emergency replacement copies.  Keep your assignments safe by printing extra copies and backing them up.  Technological excuses such as printer, disk, computer problems, are unacceptable and invalid in this class.
Peer Response Workshops

We will workshop student essays in peer response workshops during class before essays are due, with enough time left for revision.  This is a crucial step in the writing process that you can not afford to miss.  Your attendance is mandatory.  Likewise, failure to bring your written work to the workshop will result in a lower final grade.  You will be graded on your preparedness and the quality of your responses to your peers’ work.

Conferences

We may meet several times during the semester to discuss your writing and other concerns you have.  During those times regular class sessions will be cancelled and we will meet by appointment in the room and time frame that the class would normally have met.

Revision Policy

If you have produced drafts and participated in workshop and conference, but have still received a C or a D on any essay (except the final research paper), you may prepare a written proposal within the week outlining a revision plan.  If I accept your proposal you will have one week to complete and submit your revised paper.  You are to hand in all old drafts, peer comment and revision sheets, and your approved proposal with the revision stapled on top.  This involves more work for you, but the reward is a new evaluation and a new grade.

Attendance

I do not recognize “excused absences.”  It is impossible to recreate the information and material you will miss when you are absent.  To minimize this, students who miss more than three classes will be dropped from the course.  This class will rely heavily on small-group and whole-class discussions, as well as in-class writing exercises, typed essay responses, and writing conferences.  Your attendance is mandatory and essential for the success of your small-group and ultimately, your final grade.  Excessive tardiness and a demonstrated lack of preparedness will negatively affect your grade in this class.
Late Assignments

Any assignment turned in within one week of its due date will be reduced by one full letter grade from the grade it would have received.  No assignments will be accepted after one week from the due date.  Turn be eligible for full credit on any assignment, you must submit it on the due date, regardless of illnesses, appointments, vacations, or conflicts unless you obtain my prior approval—in such instances, I usually ask that the assignment be submitted early if the due date poses a problem.

Grading Policy
Grading in this class will be based in part on the quality of your essays as determined by rubrics specific to the appropriate compositional style and format that takes in to account content, organization, use of language, grammar and mechanics.  All assignments are subject to change and may be added or subtracted at any time.

100% - 90%
A,

89% - 80%
B
79% - 70%
C
69% - 60%
D
59% or lower
F
Research Papers (10+ pages total)



40%

  Mid-Term Research Paper (revisable)
  Final Research Paper (non-revisable).

Essays (10+ pages total)




40%
  Diagnostic

  Narrative/Description
  Expository

  Persuasion/Argumentation

In-class Writing





10%
  Timed Essay Exams
  Workshop Responses

  Lab Responses
  Quizzes



Reading Response Journal




10%

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism—presenting any part of someone else’s work as your own, or not giving someone the proper credit for their work—is against the law and will result in a paper grade of F.  This includes phrases, sentences, paragraphs, or essays repeated from another text or downloaded or purchased from the Internet.  Furthermore, any idea that is not your original idea, regardless of how you rephrased, restated, or reworded it without citing the author or originator of the idea is also an act of plagiarism   You will be caught, reported to the administration, and your college record will be in jeopardy.  For select assignments, I will require essays to be submitted to turnitin.com as a safeguard against the temptation to plagiarize or download essays from the internet.
Writing Center (HUM 59)

I recommend that you consider enrolling in the Writing Center’s English 272 course or signing up for walk-in tutoring throughout the semester.  This is a particularly effective way of not only passing this semester, but getting significantly more from the college toward your education for your money.

LEARNING COMMUNITY DROP POLICY STATEMENT

First day of semester (8/15/05) through end of third week (9/2/05):

If a student drops one learning community course, the student will be de-enrolled from all courses in that learning community.  Exceptions will be made for a student who is enrolled in a learning community that is linked with a large group instruction course (i.e. Art 5, Health 1, History 11).  Contact Jennifer Casarez at 638-3641, x.3502 for more information.

 

Beginning of fourth week (9/5/05) through end of ninth week (10/14/05):

If a student drops one learning community course, the student will only be dropped from that one learning community course.  Student must meet with the learning community counselor to complete the learning community drop request form.  

 

Beginning of tenth week (10/17/05) through end of semester (12/16/05):

All students are unable to drop beginning the tenth week, except students with extenuating circumstances.
Please direct all questions concerning the Reedley College Learning Communities Drop Policy to Jennifer Casarez at 638-3641, ext. 3502

Reedley College is a college of the State Center Community College District

 www.reedleycollege.edu
Accommodations for Students w/Disabilities
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
ENGLISH 1A Learning Community
Reading and Composition

Mr. Jeff Sands

Fall 2005

Your continued enrollment in this class and your signature below constitutes an agreement to abide by the policies stated in this syllabus.  If you agree, sign and return this sheet.
I, ____________________________________ have read and understand the class requirements and course information presented in Mr. Sands’ Fall 2005 syllabus for English 1A and agree to abide by its policies and standards.
DATE:_______________

NAME:_________________________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER:_________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS:__________________________________________________
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