Course Policies

Alexis Khoury
English 3/Critical Thinking

638-3641 ex. 3406


Hours: TTh 11:30-1 W 4-6


Office: Annex Room I
Required Text: Current Issues and Enduring Questions, shorter edition.  
Materials: Students must purchase a paperback, easily transportable college dictionary and a floppy disk.

Essays: You will be writing three formal essays for this course. The first will be an exercise in analysis of a literary work or a personal event, the second will be an exercise in synthesis and  research, and the third will be an in class essay in response to a specific question and will serve as your final exam. Essays MUST abide by MLA guidelines.

Late Work: Late work will not be accepted unless you were expressly given an extension BEFORE the arrival of the due date and may be marked down.

Exams: There will be a mid-term and a final. The mid-term and final will test your mastery of terms as well as your ability to read critically. A list of the terms you will be expected to learn this semester will be distributed.  The final will also include an in-class essay.
Attendance: Attendance is crucial to your success in this class. Since the class meets only once a week, you will be dropped if you miss more than two sessions. Absence is not an excuse for missed work or confusion about due dates. I also want to advise you NOT TO EVER ASK if you will miss something important. I generally try to avoid wasting your time or mine, so I’m disinclined to regard a class as unimportant.

Break: I will allow a ten minute break each class meeting. People who leave during the break will be marked absent for the entire session.  PLEASE TURN CELL PHONES OFF AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.
Syllabus: YOU NEED YOUR SYLLABUS. If you lose it, ask for a replacement. I will not announce assignments for the next week: you need to look at the syllabus to find what is expected. You also need to bring it with you to every class because THINGS CHANGE. I almost always need to make syllabus changes as we go along, so you need to have it with you to note changes. You are responsible for knowing what is going on in class at all times.

Grades: Papers are evaluated on the value and clarity of their content as well as on the accuracy and fluency of presentation. Content and form are inextricably bound.  In order to earn an “A,” an essay must be almost flawless in terms of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  However, even more importantly, an “A” paper must have a clearly stated and valuable thesis.  That is, your thesis must be far more than a simple observation.  In order to qualify as such, a thesis must make a valid connection of some kind.  In addition, every paragraph in the essay must be a cohesive and fully developed effort to support the thesis; the writer needs to insure that all ideas are relevant and that the paper leads up to a logical conclusion.  A conclusion ought never to simply restate the points of the essay.  An “A” paper must also be completely free of logical fallacies of any kind.  

Grading Scale: 100-90: A; 80-90: B: 70-80: C; 60-70: D).

Important Dates: 5 September: Labor Day; 11 November: Veterans Day; 24-25
November: Thanksgiving; 12-16 December: Finals Week.

Syllabus

English 3 Critical Thinking

Alcxis Khoury
17 August: Introduction to course.

24 August: Read chapter one in Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing.  (3-29).
31 August: Read chapter two (30-64). Begin drafting first essay (analysis).

7 September:  Read chapter thirteen (467-501).

14 September:  Continue chapter thirteen.

21 September: Read first part of chapter three (65-120).
28 September: Read second part of chapter three (121-143).  ESSAY ONE DUE.
5 October: Mid-term exam.
12 October: Read chapter four (144-172).  

19 October: Read chapter five (173-222).
26 October:  Read chapter seven (255-326). Discuss methods of synthesizing ideas.
2 November:  Introduce research assignment. Read chapter nine (336-375).
9 November: Continue discussion of chapter nine.
16 November:  Discussion about progress of research paper, Iraq war, logical fallacies.
23 November:  Read chapter ten (376-420).
30 November: Read The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas (568-576).
7 December: Complete discussion. 
Final Exam: 14 December 6:00.

