English 262 Fall 2005 Syllabus
Instructor:


Lesa Schwartz

Code #:


50074
Credits:

4
Class Schedule:
M, T, TH, F  10:00 – 10:50 a.m.  FRM 10





W  10:00 – 10:50 a.m.  AGR 1

Office:

HUM 56

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday  9:00 am;  Friday  11:00 pm or 




by appointment
Voice Mail:

559-638-3641 Ext. 3272
E-mail:

lesa.schwartz@reedleycollege.edu
Important Dates:
Fri. Aug. 26  
Last day to drop for a full refund




Fri. Sept. 2  
Last day to register for a Fall 2002 full-length class or drop a full-length class to avoid a “W” - course not on transcript.




Mon. Sept. 5 
Labor Day Holiday



Fri. Sept. 16  
Last day to change to or from CR-NC




Fri. Oct. 14 
Last day to drop full length class with a “W “ 




Fri. Nov. 11
Veteran’s Day (no classes)




Nov. 24 – 26
Thanksgiving Holiday



Wed. Dec. 14 – Final Exam 10:00-11:50 am

Materials:

Text:
Goldstein, Janet and Johnson, Beth.  Voices and Values. 





West Berlin, New Jersey:  Townsend Press, 2002.



Dictionary:
Any good dictionary such as Webster’s.



Thesaurus: (optional) Recommended Roget’s Thesaurus 







Paperback



Novel :  Hesse, Karen, Out of the Dust.



Other:  Three ring loose-leaf notebook, paper, pens, pencils, 





highlighters, floppy disk for computer reading lab.
Academic Accomodations
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.
Course Description:  This course is designed to help you develop the specific reading skills, abilities, and strategies that will enable you to deal with college-level reading material more effectively, efficiently, and independently.  It is designed to make you not only a better reader but a better thinker.
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Learning Community: Theme: Succeeding in College, 
Succeeding in Life
This course is part of a learning community, two or more classes linked through a common theme or purpose. As part of this class, you are also enrolled in the class(es) linked to this course. 

English 262 is linked with :

English 252 – 53056– Lori Levine; M 11:00-11:50 HUM62; T  11:00-11:50 AGR15; 
W ,F 11:00-11:50 AGR2 
Guidance Studies 264 – 57513 Adam Serda;  T,Th 9:00-9:50pm;  POR4

Math 250 – 51065  Sharon Wu;  T 12:30-1:45pm PHY70; Th 12:30-1:45pm PHY77
Drop Policy Statements for Learning Community Classes: 
First day of semester through end of third week: 

If a student drops one learning community course, the student will be dropped from all courses in that learning community. Exceptions will be made for a student who is enrolled in a learning community that is linked with a large group instruction course (i.e. History 12, Political Science 2, Art 2). Contact Jennifer Casarez at 638-3641, x.3502 for more information.
 Fourth week through end of ninth week: 
If a student drops one learning community course, the student will only be dropped from that one learning community course. Student must meet with the learning community counselor to complete the learning community drop request form. 
 Tenth week through end of semester: 
All students are unable to drop beginning the tenth week, except students with extenuating circumstances. 

Contact Jennifer Casarez at 638-3641, x 3502 with questions. 

Grading:  English 126 is a four-unit course. The class is offered on a graded basis with a credit/no credit option.  Your grade will be based on test performance, successful completion of all assignments (on time), class participation, attendance, and punctuality.  A percentage point system will be used so that students can stay apprised of their progress in fulfilling the course requirement.  

It is every student’s responsibility to collect all graded, returned work, and retain this work. A computer print-out of your grades will be provided at least once during the semester.  In addition, grades will be posted on the internet.  You can review your grade at anytime.  All grades should be compared to your retained work to ensure accuracy.  
Except by prearrangement or unusual cases of severe illness or family distress, late assignments are not accepted.  THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS, SO PLEASE DON’T ASK.  Late assignments (that have been approved by the instructor) must be completed by the next class after your return, or a zero will be entered for the assignment.  A note of explanation (including a doctor’s, court’s note, etc.) must be attached to the assignment.  Doctor or dentist appointments are not acceptable excuses.

THERE ARE NO MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS FOR MISSED WORK EVER.  PLEASE DON’T GET 0’S.  You will be most sorry later in the semester.



A - 90% or above



B - 80% - 89%



C - 70% - 79%



D - 60% - 69%



F - Anything below 60%

Included in the final grade are:

· Tests and quizzes – 20%



· Book report   - 15%


· Research Paper/Presentation – 10%

· Daily work including in class assignments, homework preparation.  Some 

homework will be randomly graded in class or collected for a grade.  - 35%
· Lab work – 5%
· Participation (includes absences, classroom participation, punctuality) 5%

· Final Exam - 10%

Attendance: Regular attendance is required for this class, and students are responsible for their own attendance and their own work.  Regularly means that you attend every class, prepare homework before class (not during ), read and study assigned work before class, and be prepared to participate by asking questions about that which you don’t understand, and by answering questions asked of you by the instructor.  

There are no excused absences.  You will be given two (2) free absences as life does happen.  Use them wisely.
An attendance sheet is passed around at the beginning of class. If you are not present while it is being signed, you will be considered absent unless you sign in at the end of class. You will then be marked as tardy.

· All appointments, interviews, meeting with counselors should be scheduled outside of class time.  If you work, inform you employer of your class schedule.

Absences from class make success very difficult; they lower your grade through missed Daily Work and participation points.  It is always your responsibility to come to class prepared even after an absence.  This means that you will have to find out what was assigned during your absence before you return to class.  Please get two phone numbers of reliable class members to call in case of an absence.  Do not EVER tell me that you don’t have your work because you were absent when it was assigned.

Two tardies (arrivals in class after instruction has begun) are equivalent to one absence.  If you have five absences by the end of the ninth week, you will be dropped from the course at the instructor's discretion. 

Participation Points:  20 points for the semester.   Points are given for attendance and participation.  Each absence lowers the points you receive.  More than 10 absences will automatically lower your grade by one letter.  This is 5% of your grade.
Writing:  Students are expected to write at a level that approaches college expectations.  This includes correct grammar, punctuation, spelling, and word usage.  You will be given or must seek help in order to achieve an acceptable skills level.

Homework and Paper Policy:
· All homework and papers are due at the beginning of class on dates assigned.  Being absent does not excuse you from a due date.  If you cannot attend class, get your work in to me before the due date.  I have a box on my office door.

· Should I discover while reading a paper that you have not run spell check or 


sufficiently proofread and edited your work, I will discontinue reading and 

return the paper to you.  You will then have until the following day to revise 

the paper and your grade will be lowered by one letter grade.

Final examination:  All students must take the final examination to receive credit in the course.  Except in unusual cases of severe illness or family distress, final examinations will be administered only according to the "Fall Schedule" found on page 133 in the Fall 2003 Reedley College Class Schedule.  The time and date of the final exam will not be changed to accommodate holiday or travel arrangements or employment schedules.  Please do not arrange travel during finals week. 

ALL CELL PHONES MUST BE TURNED OFF BEFORE ENTERING CLASS.

Course Outcomes /Objectives:
At the completion of the course, a student will demonstrate the ability to:

A.
use a variety of vocabulary techniques, including structural analysis, dictionary skills, and context clues.

B.
increase active vocabulary by using new words in new, original context sentences.

C.
use the following list of metacognitive vocabulary to talk about reading:  argumentative pattern, reason, problem, cause, solution, classification.

D.
use active prereading techniques to aid concentration and comprehension.

E.
use active reading strategies to aid concentration, comprehension, and remembering of text.

F.
self-check comprehension of text.

G.
identify or state topics of texts of various lengths from textbooks and periodicals.

H.
identify or state the main idea or central point of texts of various lengths from textbooks and periodicals.

I.
discern the basic cognitive structure, or pattern, of a text as a whole.

J.
comprehend relative importance of ideas from main ideas to supporting details; i.e., from whole to part.

K.
understand how supporting details fit into the Abig picture;@ i.e., from part to whole.

L.
understand how transitions show importance of and relationships among ideas.

M.
summarize fiction and nonfiction without plagiarizing or stringing together author=s phrases.

N.
form inferences which are logically supported by what is read.

O.
respond to text orally and in writing.

P.
use effective study techniques such as listening, concentration, compression checking, and following directions.

Q.
use basic research skills.

R.
develop a coping attitude toward reading in general, but especially to challenging text.

S.
develop a positive attitude toward lifelong reading.

SCHEDULE

Week 1 (8/15)

Discuss syllabus 





Introductions





What is reading?  Prediction 





Reading Demos





Text Readings
Week 2 (8/22)

Text Readings





Visit library

Week 3 (8/29)

Text Readings





Discuss story and story elements






Begin reading Out of the Dust





Lab – Library Resource Center 

Monday September 5 – Labor Day – No Classes

Week 4 (9/6)


Continue reading Out of the Dust





Text Readings

Week 5 (9/12)

Text Readings





Continue reading Out of the Dust



Week 6 (9/19)

Text Readings





Continue reading Out of the Dust




Week 7 (9/26)

Assignments & Reading Selections




Continue reading Out of the Dust


Week 8 (10/3)

Begin writing Out of the Dust essay




Text Readings

Week 9 (10/10)

1st draft of Out of the Dust essay due





Text Readings

Week 10 (10/17)

Text Readings





Final draft of Out of the Dust essay due
Week 11 (10/24)

Text Readings





Begin research project
Week 12 (10/31)

Continue research




Text Readings

Week 13 (11/7)

Text Readings





Continue research
Friday,  November 11 - Veterans’ Day - No School

Week 14 (11/14)

Text Readings





Work on research paper/presentation
Week 15 (11/21)

Text Readings





Work on research paper/presentation

Thanksgiving Vacation - November 24 – 26  No Classes
Week 16 (11/28)

Research presentations and discussions.




Text Readings

Week 17 (12/5)

Text Readings





Review for final
Wed. Dec. 14 – Final Exam 10:00-11:50 am

Hooray and congratulations!!!!  You made it!!!

* The Schedule is an approximation of our semester plans.  Final and firm dates will be given as the semester progresses.
**This document is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.
