English 262-50133

Reading Improvement

 Fall 2005

Room: Phy 75
Day and Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday, 6p-8:15p

Credits: 4

Grade: CR/NC

Teresa Balderas, work number: 875-7121, teresa_balderas@sanger.ca.us

Final drop date: July 15, 2005

Course Description

This course improves reading skills while utilizing numerous genre.  Reading strategies are learned and practiced to support college level curriculum.

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes

The student will develop effective reading skills for college level work by:

1. apply a variety of vocabulary techniques for increased comprehension during reading

2. utilize expanded vocabulary in original writing tasks.

3. apply prereading strategies and active reading strategies to increase success with comprehension of unfamiliar texts.

4. identify the main idea or central point of texts of varying lengths from textbooks and periodicals and infer logical conclusions from what is read.

5. conduct basic research using traditional and electronic resources.

6. summarize a variety of reading tasks without plagiarizing. 

7. utilize effective study techniques to improve comprehension and metacognition while reading for information.

8. demonstrate more confidence as a reader through successful application of learned reading strategies.

Textbook:  Ten Steps to Building College Reading Skills, 4th edition


Recommend:  dictionary


Important Dates

Last day to drop a semester length course and qualify for a refund

Aug 26

Last day to register for Fall 2005 full-length class or

Drop full length class to avoid a “W”





Sept 2

Holiday









Sept 5

Last day to drop a semester length course




Oct 14

Holiday









Nov 11

Thanksgiving









Nov 24-

Final Exam Week








Dec 12

Course Outline: 

	
	TOPIC
	

	
	Introduction
	

	
	Dictionary Use
	

	
	Vocabulary in Context
	

	
	Main Ideas
	

	
	Supporting Detail
	

	
	Locations of Main Idea
	

	
	Relationships I
	

	
	Relationships II
	

	
	Inferences 
	

	
	Implied Main Ideas
	

	
	The Basics of Argument
	

	
	Combined Skills
	

	
	Final
	

	
	
	


*All assignments are due on the date shown. If absent, the assignment is due the following class meeting.

Grading
English 262 is credit/no-credit class worth four units.  Grades are determined on a point system.  Optional bonus points will be given for online activities. (See instructor for procedure)  

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or material in alternative media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 

	Daily Assignments
	20%
	

	Writing Assignments
	10%
	

	Review Test (10)
	20%
	

	Mid Term Mastery
	20%
	

	Final Mastery
	30%
	

	A=
	90%
	Credit

	B=
	80%
	Credit

	C=
	70%
	Credit

	D=
	60%
	No Credit

	F=
	59% or less
	No Credit 


Attendance

Each student must be prepared to attend class. Absences will

· Reduce your contributions to the class and slow your progress in reading improvement

· Lower your grade if work is not completed by the following class 

· Require you to secure from other students handouts, class notes, and additional assignments.

Missed test (Mid Term/Final) will earn 0 points unless the Instructor is notified, at that time.   Reedley College policy for make up will apply.

Behavior


The student will be on time and work diligently. “Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties,…etc.” (Student Conduct Standards and Grievance Procedure Handbook)

This document is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.
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