
English 252
Writing Improvement
Fall 2005

class time:
1:00 PM - 2:10 PM TThF


instructor: W. Everett Chesnut, Ph.D.
classrooms:
T Th   AGR 15


F      HUM 62
course outlook

Language is the mode within which we mentally recognize, understand, influence, and interact with the external, internal, and liminal worlds, and language is the means by which we are able to share all this with other people.  Through our use of language, we are able to define the interiors and boundaries of our notions of what has been or is, what should be, and what might be.  Through our use of language, we are able to organize by way of categorization, association, comparison, and differentiation.  Through our use of language, we are able to chart processes and chains of cause and effect.  Through our use of language, we are able to examine, clarify, interpret, and record our experiences.  Language is how we exchange and share these things and more with other people, regardless of whether a person is sharing an opinion, a belief, an emotion, a desire, a request, or even a demand.

Spoken words can only reach those few who are within hearing distance.  Written language can reach people in other regions and other time periods, and unlike recorded media such as DVDs or MP3 files, written language requires no complex technology to be understood.  When people die, their spoken words die with them, but their written words live on.
course description

English 252 is a 4-unit CR/NC course designed to strengthen the student's skills at essay structure, sentence structure, punctuation, grammar, syntax, style, fluency, and other aspects of college-level composition.  In this class, the student will be expected to develop his or her abilities at recognizing, understanding, influencing,
interacting, and sharing through writing.  This task will require the student to develop self-understanding, an understanding of his or her audience, and an understanding of the writers whom the student is reading.

By semester's end, the student will be expected to demonstrate skill at sentence construction, including punctuation, grammar, and syntax; at use of the conventions of English, such as spelling, rules of capitalization, and rules of hyphenation; at sentence variety and clarity; at proper use of both regular and irregular verbs; at proper use of both nouns and pronouns, including pronoun case; and at sentence complexity, including the use of coordination, subordination, and phrase structures in his or her writing.  Additionally, the student will be expected to demonstrate skill at expressing his or her ideas in short essay form, with care given to paragraphing, essay organization, rhetorical format, relevant use of details and examples, consideration of audience, language usage, and other aspects of the successful essay.  Finally, the student will be expected to demonstrate skill at both revision and the use of pre-planning strategies.
required course materials

Patterns and Themes (Judy R. Rogers, Glenn C. Rogers, & Kathryn C. Mincey)

English Brushup (John Langan & Janet M. Goldstein)

in-class: binder, pen, notepaper, and other standard classroom materials

out-of-class: several computer disks and access to a computer or typewriter

coursework

ESSAYS (44% total): Each student will write approximately one brief out-of-class essay a week in the assigned rhetoric format for a total of twelve papers.  Students may write on any topic they wish so long as the topic is appropriate for a college-level paper.  The first seven essays will be approximately a page in length and are worth 3% of the total class grade each.  After that will be in-depth revisions of two of those seven essays, worth 4% each of the total class grade.  The last three class essays will be a minimum of two pages each and worth 5% each of the total class grade.  Each paper will be graded on essay structure, paragraphing, punctuation, grammar, syntax, style, fluency, and other aspects of college-level composition. 
SENTENCE MECHANICS EXAM (25%): During Finals Week on the assigned Finals Day for this class, each student will take a 50 question multiple choice exam over sentence mechanics.  This exam will be the culmination of the entire semester’s study of subjects, verbs, sentence structure, punctuation, grammar, syntax, and other elements of sentence mechanics.  On the first day of class, a practice exam over the same subject matter will be given.
QUIZZES/HOMEWORK (16%): Students will complete all out-of-class homework assignments by the assigned date.  Throughout the semester, students will take in-class quizzes or examinations on grammar, syntax, and/or essay structure which may involve one-line answers or multiple choice examinations or may involve entire in-class essays.  Part of the assigned homework will include short out-of-class readings; students will arrive in class prepared to discuss and analyze these readings.
PARTICIPATION (12%): Students will be expected to be in class on time, to ask relevant questions, and to involve themselves in classroom discussions whether as part of a seminar discussion or as members of small in-class groups.  Students will be expected to participate fully in all classroom discussions on assigned readings and other homework.

JOURNAL READING (3%): Students will be assigned a number of journal writing topics.  Each student will read one journal writing of his or her choice in front of the class for full credit in this section.  Anyone who has not read one of his or her journal writings by the end of the semester will receive a zero in this section.
papers format

All out-of-class papers must be typewritten or computer printed.  If a student uses a computer printer, the printer must be set for letter quality printing, and the paper must be letter-quality paper.  All papers must have print which is dark enough to be legible.  Any out-of-class paper turned in that is either handwritten or of poor quality printing will be docked 50% of the score earned for that assignment; there will be no exceptions.

If the student is using a computer, the only acceptable fonts are Courier New size 11 or Times New Roman size 12.  If the student is using a typewriter, the type size must be pica not elite.  All papers will have one-inch margins.  Papers will be double-spaced, paginated, and otherwise follow the M.L.A. format.  For more information, see the M.L.A. Handbook.

The student and not the student's computer will be responsible for any and all errors in the student's work.  Students who have difficulties with computer settings may consult with the college computer lab.  Be wary about the default settings for the word processing program, particularly the common default setting for the auto-correct function: students will be held responsible for the fallibility of any grammar-check or spell-check program they choose to use since most if not all such programs are notoriously prone to error.  "The computer erased my paper" has become the modern equivalent of "the dog ate my paper" and will not be accepted as an excuse for a late paper.

grading scale

70 - 100%  = CR
0 - 69%  = NC
late work policy

Only late essays will be accepted.  No other late homework will be accepted late.  Any and all late essays will be docked 10% of the maximum possible score per day late, including weekends and holidays.

All assigned work is due at the beginning of the class period.  Work turned in after class begins but within half-an-hour of its end will be considered half-a-day late and docked 5% of the maximum possible score.  Neither absence nor tardiness excuse a student's turning assigned work in late.  If a student can not be in class on the day that assigned work is due, it is that student's personal responsibility to arrange for someone to deliver the assigned work in the student's stead.  When a student returns from an absence or when a student is tardy, it is the student's duty, not the instructor's, to see to it that the student obtains from a cooperative fellow student copies of any in-class handouts and notes missed during the absence or as a result of being late.

There will be no make-up examinations for missed quizzes or other in-class assignments, including the sentence mechanics exam worth one quarter of the student's final course grade.

The instructor's mailbox is located in the Administration building just behind the switchboard.  If dropping a paper off the instructor's mailbox, the student should first have the paper stamped with the date by one of the secretaries or clerks for purposes of verification and record.
behavior standards

Punctuality is important for a well-functioning class.  Please arrive on time, and please remain until the class has been dismissed.  Even leaving only a few minute early can be disruptive.
No classroom visitors, please.  Pets, wildlife, children are all disruptive to the academic experience.  On rare occasions, the professor may make exceptions for such situations as visits by curious grandparents from across the ocean; consult with the professor at least one class period in advance in such rare circumstances.
The use of cell phones, recording devices, and other technological gadgetry is strictly prohibited in this classroom.
Reedley College is a drug-free and alcohol-free campus which encourages students to participate in those drug and alcohol abuse prevention activities that promote healthy, self-responsible lifestyles.  Each student is expected to be sober and clean for every class meeting.
It is the student's individual responsibility to remain informed concerning any changes of assignment due dates, readings, etc.  Missing a class day does not excuse a student from this responsibility.  It is recommended that each student find a trustworthy classmate or two who will keep him or her apprised of any such changes.  Being absent is never an excuse for late assignments, improper preparation for class, or inadequate participation in class.  It is each student's personal responsibility to keep copies of all work he or she turns in.  Should one of the student's papers be lost or damaged, it is the student's responsibility to have a copy with which to replace the missing or damaged paper.

attendance policy

Each student is allowed four unexcused absences.  Every unexcused absence after the fourth will reduce the student's final grade by 5% in attention to any difficulties the student has brought upon himself or herself by missing class.  Merely leaving a message for the professor is insufficient for an absence to be considered excused.  The professor will consider granting an excused absence only after a conference with the student to discuss the matter, one conference per absence.  The professor will not remind a student when he or she has accrued too many absences; it is entirely the student's responsibility to keep track of his or her own attendance and to seek out a conference with the professor if he or she needs to have an absence excused.

accommodations

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or for class materials in alternate media (e.g. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) as per the Americans with Disabilities Act or per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Reedley College philosophy

"At Reedley College we believe that people's lives are enriched by an atmosphere of intellectual curiosity, personal integrity, and individual accomplishment.  The college provides experiences designed to promote critical thinking, enhance cultural literacy, and foster an awareness of the interdependence of all persons and their environment."

from the Reedley College 2005 - 2006 Faculty Handbook
plagiarism

The college policy against plagiarism will be fully enforced.

important college-wide dates

26 Aug 2005: final date to drop this class and qualify for a refund

02 Sep 2005: final date to drop this class and still avoid a W grade

05 Sep 2005: Labor Day holiday

14 Oct 2005: final date to drop this class and still avoid a letter grade
11 Nov 2005: Veterans' Day holiday

24 Nov 2005: Thanksgiving Day holiday Thursday

25 Nov 2005: Thanksgiving Day holiday Friday

26 Nov 2005: Thanksgiving Day holiday Saturday

12 Dec - 16 Dec: Final Exam week

16 Dec 2005: end of Fall 2005 semester
important class deadlines
Week 02   22 - 26 Aug
1st essay due that Tuesday, worth 3% final grade
Week 03   29 - 02 Sept
2nd essay due that Tuesday, worth 3% final grade
Week 04   05 - 09 Sept
3rd essay due that Tuesday, worth 3% final grade
Week 05   12 - 16 Sept
4th essay due that Tuesday, worth 3% final grade

Week 06   19 - 23 Sept
5th essay due that Tuesday, worth 3% final grade

Week 07   26 - 30 Sept
6th essay due that Tuesday, worth 3% final grade

Week 08   03 - 07 Oct
7th essay due that Tuesday, worth 3% final grade
Week 11   24 - 28 Oct
first revision due Tuesday, worth 4% final grade
Week 12   31 - 04 Nov
second revision due Tuesday, worth 4% final grade
Week 14   14 - 18 Nov
1st 2-page essay due that Tuesday, worth 5% final grade
Week 15   21 - 25 Nov
2nd 2-page essay due that Tuesday, worth 5% final grade





Thanksgiving Holiday

Week 17   05 - 09 Dec
3rd 2-page essay due that Tuesday, worth 5% final grade
Week 18   12 - 16 Dec
Sentence Mechanics Exam, Finals Week
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