Syllabus

English 2 Critical Thinking Through Reading and Literature
Alexis Khoury
16-18 August:   Introduction.  How literature teaches us to think critically; how to think critically about Literature. Read “Diving Into the Wreck” (775) for 18 August.  
23-25 August:  Point of view.  Read 195-205.  “Big Good Black Man” (206).   Read “The Jilting of Granny Weatherall” (517); “Barn Burning.” (222).
30 August-1 September: Character 111-113. Read “A&P” (114);  “Miss Brill” (120); “Good Country People” (503).
6-8 September: Plot 77-80. Read “The Story of an Hour” (81);  “Teenage Wasteland” (535) and “A Rose for Emily” (91).

13-15 September: Setting 146-149. Read “Battle Royal” (174); “I Stand Here Ironing” (186). Begin working on first essay.

20-22 September.   Discuss formal logic:  induction, deduction, and logical fallacies.

27-29 September:   Style, Tone, and Language (245-250).  Read “Araby” (251); “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” (266) and “A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings” (472).
4-6 October: Symbol and Allegory (286-290). Read “Cathedral” (317).  MID-TERM EXAM 10/6.
11-13 October: Understanding Drama 931-945. Read Trifles (983). First essay due 10/13.  Last day to drop a full length class:  15 October.
18-20 October: Begin reading The Glass Menagerie. Begin work on literary research involving The Glass Menagerie. Over the next few weeks, we’ll need to read from 1414-1503.

25-27 October and 1-3 November: Glass Menagerie.

8-10 November: Wrap up Glass Menagerie. 
15-17 November:  Reading poetry. Read “Digging” (580); “Shall I Compare Thee o a Summer’s Day?” (679); “Mirror” (903).

22-24 November: Read “Tell All The Truth” (867): “The Second Coming” (927): ‘Journey Of The Magi” (788).

29November-1 December: Read “Spring and All (758): “Mendiug Wall” (879).  Second essay due 1 December.

6-8 December: Wrap-Up/Catch-Up.

Final Exam: 15 December: 10:00

Course Policies
Alexis Khoury
English 2:  Critical Reading and Writing through Literature
638-3641 ex. 3406

Flours:
TTh 11:30-1 W 4-6

Office:
Annex rm. 1
Required Text: Literature: Reading Reacting, Writing.

Materials: Students must own or purchase a paperback, easily transportable college dictionary and a floppy disk.

Essays. You will write two literary analyses for this course, one of which must use outside literary critical resources. Essays must abide by MLA guidelines.

Late Work: Late work will not he accepted unless you were expressly given an extension BEFORE the arrival of the due date and may be marked down.

Exams: There will mid-term and a final. The exams will test your mastery of terms as well as your ability to read critically. A list of terms you will be expected to learn this semester will be distributed.

Attendance: Attendance is crucial to your success in this class. You will he dropped if you miss more than two weeks of class. Absence is not an excuse for missed work or confusion about due dates. I also want to advise you NOT to ask if you will miss something important. As you become a better critical thinker, perhaps you’ll understand why.

Syllabus: YOU NEED YOUR SYLLABUS. If you lose it, ask for a replacement. I will not announce assignments: you need to look at your syllabus to find what is expected. You also need to bring it to every class meeting in case I make changes. You are responsible for knowing what is going on in class at all times.

Grades:  Papers are evaluated on the value and clarity of their content as well as on the accuracy and fluency of presentation. Content and form are inextricably bound.  In order to earn an “A,” an essay must be almost flawless in terms of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  However, even more importantly, an “A” paper must have a clearly stated and valuable thesis.  That is, your thesis must be far more than a simple observation.  In order to qualify as such, a thesis must make a valid connection of some kind.  In addition, every paragraph in the essay must be a cohesive and fully developed effort to support the thesis; the writer needs to insure that all ideas are relevant and that the paper leads up to a logical conclusion.  A conclusion ought never to simply restate the points of the essay.  An “A” paper must also be completely free of logical fallacies of any kind and there must be few or no errors in the application of MLA documentation guidelines.

Grading Scale: 96-100: A; 80-90: B; 70-80: C; 60-76: D.

Important Dates: 5 September: Labor Day: 11 November: Veterans Day: 24-25
November: Thanksgiving 12-16 December: Finals Week.

