REEDLEY COLLEGE

READING AND COMPOSITION
ENGLISH 1A
FALL 2005 –KIM SHEFFIELD
 

	Class Time: M/T/W/TH  3:15PM-5:05PM
	  Semester: 8/15/05-10/14/05

	Class Location: M/TH INC 1
                         T/W   INC  4


	

	Email:ksheffield@sbcglobal.net
	In an emergency you may reach me at (559) 816-2663 


Texts:
Motives for Writing, fifth edition, by Robert Keith Miller
Brief Handbook for Writers, by James F. Howell and Dean Memering
RATIONALE FOR THE COURSE:

In a world where information is mass-produced, and usually by machines, why do we ask that you, a college freshman on his or her way into that world, learn to communicate effectively through writing? And haven’t you been writing since first grade, for various purposes and with varying degrees of success? If not, you wouldn’t be here now. So, why do we ask you to take a course on composition in your freshman year of college?
Writing is much more than simply producing or arranging information. Philosophers like Martin Heidegger have equated writing and thinking, seeing the two as inseparable. When we write, we think, sometimes in ways we didn’t expect. As you develop as a writer you will undoubtedly notice that your writing takes you into the unknown and seeks new understanding of the world around you. We do not have to take things as far as the philosophers to see that writing, at the very least, enriches our thinking, taking it to new levels and organizing it in usable and provocative ways.

Though the popular image of the writer is one of a recluse, writing is never done in a vacuum and is always part of an on-going conversation with the culture and its issues. Therefore we will be reading a variety of essays in Motives that will provide us with ideas to think about, to protest against, to support, and to germinate other ideas of our own. The essays in Motives are designed to bring us into the cultural conversation so that we can carve out our own space, our own ideas and positions, our own understanding based in part on the understanding of those who have come before us or are presently grappling with the same issues we are. I also will assign reading from The Brief Handbook for Writers as this will become an invaluable reference guide as you write. Both texts are required and are essential to your success in this course. 

OBJECTIVES FOR THIS COURSE:

 The writing process involves reading, critical thinking, research, discussion, and rewriting. The course is designed so that you become accustomed to engaging these crucial academic activities, building your competence in them, until they become a natural part of your intellectual life. Most days we will have a reading assignment to be completed before class, a critical response written before class and handed in at the end of class, and an in-class discussion of the readings and of students’ work. Four major papers and at least two informal papers will be required during the semester, and frequently the class discussion will revolve around your work. It should be clear that, while these papers will constitute the majority of the graded part of the course, the ultimate objective for the course is not a simple matter of having you produce papers but rather having you adopt the various skills required for critical, academic thinking/writing.
COURSE  REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance is critical. Surely there are verifiable, justifiable excuses for absence, but then there are the other reasons … don’t be absent for the other reasons: hangover, laziness, non-contagious illness, oversleeping, hunger, dehydration, etc. I am highly intolerant of excessive absence - and so is the college, so make coming to class part of your routine.

Reading assignments are absolutely crucial to the objectives of this course. You must complete them and be prepared to discuss them before class. Certainly there will be some readings that you do not comprehend as soundly as you do others, but this is okay; read them the best you can and come to class ready to talk about them even if all you have is questions. 

Writing, reflection, rewriting are part and parcel of a writing course. You will be doing three types of writing assignments this semester: 

1. You will be required to turn in short, informal papers that aim to have you write about the course material at hand. Although these assignments will be short, they do have to be serious. I will expect you to spend more than a few minutes on this writing, and I will expect that your writing shows that you are thinking critically about the subject matter. You are the primary audience for this writing. In this view, your short writing assignments should be a kind of conversation that you have with the material. That is, these writing assignments should give you the space to think through some of the concepts and ideas in the literature as well as in our classroom discussions. Each short writing assignment is worth 0-10 points and will be graded on thoroughness and depth of insight. 

2. While reading several short stories, and essays you will be required to keep a double entry journal which I will demonstrate and explain. The journal will become invaluable to you as you read as it will allow you to keep notes that you can refer to as a source of reference for writing your essays. 

3. Throughout the semester, you will turn in four essays. I will return drafts of your essays with comments, and you may rewrite one essay using my comments, the comments of lab instructors, as well as the comments of your peers in workshop as a guide. Professional writers continuously rewrite, so plan to do so. You will have one week to turn in a rewrite.

All of your assignments are important, so remember to save everything you write! No writing assignment you do this semester will be without purpose or benefit. Class writing assignments and essays may be used as raw material for later assignments. There will be group work on papers, and I may use samples of student writing for class discussion or as illustrations of common problems or special qualities in your writing.
Grading:
The four major essays will each receive a letter grade. Class participation and progress in your personal journal, more subjective matters, will be assessed on an on-going basis. Feel free to approach me with questions you may have about your status at any point in the semester. 
Essay 1: personal/academic narrative writing


100 pts. (10%)

Essay 2: literary critique/ analytical writing                  
200 pts. (20%)

Essay 3: academic argument/analysis research writing
200 pts. (20%)

Essay 4: inspirational essay   



            100 pts. (10%)




Total Essay Value:


 600 pts. (60%)

Short writing, journaling, quizzes, homework, etc.

250 pts. (25%)

Participation (attendance, activities, workshops)

100 pts. (10%)




Total Points:



1000 pts. (100%)

If at any time you wish to discuss a problem or concern you are having with class work or grades, please see me in my office during the scheduled hours, email me, or schedule an appointment. I will be available for you should the need arise.

Conference:
Some time during the semester you will be required to meet one-on-one with me to discuss your work. This time is yours and you will guide the agenda. Come prepared to discuss specific questions and problems you may have at the time. Also, feel free to visit my office during office hours or to make an appointment with me to meet some other time. I feel very strongly that students need to spend time discussing class topics with instructors outside of class in order to get the most out of the college experience. 

Workshop groups:

 These groups are a luxury in the writing process and one that in a classroom setting we can easily afford. Knowing your audience is important in order to reach and hold the attention and sympathies of readers. Your peers in a writing course are your “test group” and therefore integral to your success. During the semester you will be assigned to various workshop groups that will meet periodically during class time to discuss each other’s work. Your longer essays must be reviewed and commented upon by at least one of your peers before rewritten and handed back to me. You will be expected to reciprocate and offer your fellow students your wise insights into their work. In workshop we treat each other with respect; that is, we are honest but fair and considerate of others’ feelings. I will go over the “rules” for workshop early in the semester. 

Late Papers:

Papers are due within the first five (5) minutes of class on the due date. I will take a late paper only if you have a prior arrangement with me. If you know that certain parts of the semester are going to be more demanding, plan ahead. Let me know if you need an extra hour or two, or an extra day. If you do not communicate a special need, and your paper is late, your grade will be lowered for each deadline you miss, and each additional day.
Cheating and Plagiarism: 
"Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the college. Bottom line: just don’t cheat! 
Disruptive Classroom Behavior: 
I am in class to teach. You should be in class to learn and contribute in meaningful ways. Any disruptive behavior is unacceptable. Disrespect toward me, or other students will not be tolerated. 

Please note: I consider cell phone usage disruptive classroom behavior, and I will not tolerate cell phone usage during class time. Cell phones should be turned off, put on vibrate or silent, and are strictly prohibited while in class.

**Note: Students with disabilities have the responsibility to identify themselves to the instructor so that reasonable accommodations for learning and evaluation can be made.

Getting Outside Help:

Because we think the good reader and writer has a better chance of succeeding in college, we encourage you to also visit the campus agency such as the Writing Center.  There are many trained writing experts that can aid you in editing and revising your essay drafts. Use them!

Contacting the Instructor:

The BEST way to contact me is by email (ksheffield@sbcglobal.net). I check this several times a day and will respond to your email as quickly as I am able. Should you need to reach me in an emergency, please do not hesitate to contact me via my cell phone. The number is at the top of the syllabus. Please do not abuse this privilege.

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

It is my hope that this class will give you the opportunity to improve your writing skills by providing you with practice, practice, and more practice. Taking full advantage of this opportunity will require work—hard work, but work that is challenging and often more fun and interesting than you might have imagined.
	CLASS AGENDA
 (subject to change at the whim of the instructor)




	Date
	Topic / Assignment

	Week 1:

M/Aug 15
	In class:  Syllabus and discussion of texts, Introductions, Discussion of Course Objectives

Homework: Reading: Motives pgs. 1-22 

	T/Aug 16
	In class:  Diagnostic, and Discussion of Reading (Understanding Your Rhetorical Situation) Author-Audience-Purpose-Topic-Context

Homework:  Readings:  22-45

	W/Aug 17 
	In class: More on Rhetorical Situation. (Rhetorical Framework Handout) Discussion on Development of Ideas, Intros, Conclusions, Paragraphs, Thesis Statements

Discussion of these elements in Marilyn Schiel’s “Levi’s”

Homework: # 1 “Suggestions for Writing” p. 58



	TH/Aug 18


	In Class: Class Discussion of Reading.  Brain Storming Exercises; Writing Effective Intros

Homework: Read Naylor’s “The Meanings of a Word” , p.66; Njeri’s “Life With Father”, p. 71

	Week 2:

M/Aug 22
	In Class: The Opening Paragraph, Thesis Statement, Clarity and Tone

Homework: Read: “I Have A Dream” (King, p. 488); “I Was Born” only read from middle of p. 652 to the end of that paragraph. (Sante); Prompt for Essay #1


	T/Aug 23
	In Class: Writing/Discussion of Readings; Paragraphs, Topic Sentences, Constructing and Linking Paragraphs, 

Homework: Paragraph and Thesis Statement for Essay #1

	W/Aug 24
	In Class: Paragraph and Thesis Statement for Essay #1 Due; Workshop Groups; Whole Class Discussion; Grammar: Transitions and Pointers, Pronouns and Relative Adjectives, Prompt #1 and Discussion

Homework: Review Readings; Begin Work on Essay #1

	TH/Aug 25
	In Class: First Draft of Essay #1 Due; Workshop Groups; Whole Class Discussion 

Homework: Read Motives pgs. 303-312; “Please, Please, You’re Driving Me Wild” (Kilbourne, p. 313); “Conveying Atrocity In Image” (Zelizer, p. 359)

	Week 3:

M/Aug 29
	In class: Writing/Discussion of readings; Discussion of Analysis of Images; In class analyze the composition of photograph on p. 370.

Homework: Work on Final draft of Essay #1

	T/Aug 30
	In Class: Discussion of Essay #2 Informal Analysis of either reading; Choose one: Question #5 p. 327 OR Question #1 (Suggestions for Writing) p. 369

Homework: Work on Final draft of Essay #1

	W/Aug 31
	In Class:  Discussion and Selection of Debate Groups

Homework: Complete Final Draft of Essay #1; Refer to Chapter 3 in Brief Handbook for Writers (Revising and Editing) 

	TH/Sept 1
	In class: Final Draft of Essay #1 Due; Reflection of Essay #1; Discussion of Argumentative/Persuasion; Prompt #3
Homework: Finish Informal Analysis Paper (Essay #2); Read: “Writing To Persuade Others”, p. 451-465; 



	Week 4:

M/Sept. 5


	Labor Day: No Class

	T/Sept. 6
	In Class: Informal Analysis Paper (Essay #2) Due; Reflection of Essay #2; Debate Groups Meet in class; Handout: “Writing an Effective Argument”; Research and Evaluating Sources; Discussion of Essay #3 Prompt
Homework: Read: “Majoring in Debt” (Reed, p. 466); “Racial Profiling: The Liberals Are Right” (Taylor, p. 476) Groups One and Two Issues

	W/Sept. 7
	In class: Debate Groups One and Two Present; Class Written Response and Discussion; Handout: Using Sources
Homework: Begin Structuring Essay #3 

	TH/Sept. 8
	In class: Debate Groups Three and Four present; Written Response/Discussion; Discussion of Fallacies; Addressing/Responding to Opposition 

Homework: Paragraph and Thesis Statement for Essay #3  

	Week 5:

M/Sept. 12
	In class: Paragraph and Thesis Statement for Essay #3 Due; Workshop Group; Conferencing

	T/Sept. 13
	In Class: Discussion on MLA formatting; Using Quotes, Paraphrasing, Plagiarism; Conferencing

Homework: Continue Working on Essay #3

	W/Sept. 14
	In Class: Reading “Flunking the NCAA” (Jenkins, p. 471); Questions 1-6 for Discussion

Homework: Work on Essay #3

	TH/Sept. 15
	In Class: Written Response to Jenkins’ essay; Class Discussion

Homework: Essay #3; Read: “Writing to Inspire Others” p. 521-528

	Week 6:

M/Sept. 19
	In Class: Final Draft of Essay #3 Due; Reflection on Essay #3; Discussion of Reading; In class reading “You Are Me” (Carlat, p. 530); Questions for Discussion 1-6

Homework: Read: “The State of Our Union” (Bush, p. 549)

	T/Sept. 20

	In Class: Written Response and Discussion of Reading; Prompt #4 (Informal)

Homework: Read: “Am I Blue” (Walker, p. 563)

	W/Sept. 21
	In Class: Written Response/Discussion of Reading; Discussion of Prompt #4 Requirements/Options

Homework: Read: “A Hanging” (Orwell, p. 557)

	TH/Sept. 22
	In Class: Written Response to Reading Question; Begin Reviewing Semester Work

Homework: Paragraph and Thesis Statement on Essay #4

	Week 7:

M/Sept. 26

	In Class: Paragraph and Thesis Statement on Essay #4 Due; Workshop; Class Discussion

Homework: Work on Essay #4

	T/Sept. 27
	In Class: Hold for Troubleshooting; 

Homework: Essay #4

	W/Sept. 28
	In Class: Review; Self-Evaluation

Homework: Complete Essay #4

	TH/Sept. 29
	In Class: Final Draft of Essay #4 Due (informal paper…no workshop); Continue Discussion on Self-Evaluation Paper

	Week 8:

M/Oct. 3
	In Class: Hold for troubleshooting

Homework: Work on Self-Evaluation paper

	T/Oct. 4
	In Class: Last Chance to Revise One Paper (Due Thursday, Oct. 6); Review of Individual Work; Class time to work on self-evaluation; Q & A

Homework: Revising One Previous Essay; Work on Self-Evaluation

	W/Oct. 5
	In Class: Hold for Troubleshooting

Homework: Revising One Paper; Self-Evaluation 

	TH/Oct. 6
	In Class: Self Evaluation Essays Due and Last Call for Any Revised Papers; Workshop; Class Discussion
Homework: Essay

	Week 9:

M-TH

Oct. 10-13
	In Class: TBA

	
	


