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	English 1A Online (53039)
Policy (Fall 2005)

	Objective
	College-level skills in reading and writing

	Texts/Supplies
	A River Runs Through It (Maclean); Mariette in Ecstasy (Hansen); In the Beauty of the Lilies (Updike); a dictionary is also highly recommended

	E-Mail and Online Site
	To access the  course site go to the following URL: http://blackboard.reedleycollege.edu. Login using your seven-digit student ID for your username and password. Go to Personal Information and enter your e-mail address. You will need to be officially enrolled before you will be allowed to enter the site. 

  

For a more complete discussion of what you need to know before taking an online class, please see the document What You Need to Know.

	Necessary Programs
	In order to do work from home, you should have the following programs (all of which are installed on computers here on-campus): Internet browser (such as Internet Explorer or Netscape); e-mail access; word processor (MS Word preferably, see Paper Format below); Adobe Acrobat Reader for research materials.

	Attendance
	Although an online class does not chart attendance per se, you do need to make your presence known every week. There will be a credit/no credit reading response assignment almost every week and Discussion Board assignments in addition to the major papers and the test. If you fall behind at any point during the course of the semester, you will find it extremely difficult to catch up.

	Discussion Board
	The Discussion Board is really where the "life" of the class takes place, and as such we want to grant it the importance it is due. So, let me make a couple of observations:
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First, unlike discussion in a traditional classroom, you have the opportunity to think carefully and deeply about the things that you "say" on the Discussion Board without the constraint of time pressure or the concern of whether or not your voice will be heard over the voices of others; you also have the opportunity to edit your remarks. Please take advantage of those opportunities.
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Second, because this is an academic environment, please do not consider the Discussion Board as analogous to text messaging, instant messaging, or e-mail to friends. Your comments should be grammatical and mechanically sound with regards to spelling and punctuation.
[image: image3]
Finally, remember that a significant portion of your grade is based upon the quantity, but more importantly, the quality of your participation.


	Late Papers/Missed Exams
	I will accept no late papers (nor will I schedule any make-up exams) unless you have contacted me prior to the deadline posted for the assignment. There will be no make-ups of missed reading response assignments for any reason.

	Grades
	There will be one test on sentence writing and four graded papers. Almost every week you will write a Reading Response that is either a two-page essay or a guided exercise on the Discussion Board; these Reading Responses will be graded on a Credit/No Credit basis; each Reading Response receiving a credit will be worth 5 or 10 points (depending on the complexity of the assignment). The sentence writing test will be objective in nature; the essays will be judged on the basis of style, organization, and content. No essay seriously deficient in the area of mechanics (spelling, grammar, punctuation) will receive a passing grade. Your Discussion Board participation will be worth a maximum of 100 points over the course of the semester. The point and grade scales are listed below.

	Plagiarism
	Use of another’s work as though it were your own will not be tolerated.

	Extra Credit
	During the course of the semester there will be several readings sponsored by Reedley College and the Fresno Poets Association. Following your attendance at a reading you must turn in an Extra Credit Form to receive as many as ten points per reading. You may earn as many as forty extra credit points. I will give you notice of dates and times.

	Paper Format
	All work must be typed, double-spaced and in 12-point type of a standard typeface (Times Roman, preferably). You must submit your work via the Digital Drop Box. The Drop Box accepts files in the following formats: Word documents (*.doc) or Rich Text Format files (*.rtf).

	Schedule of Assignments
	Diagnostic Essay—"A Kind of Simple, Happy Grace"
50 points
Sentence Structure Test
50 points
Paper #1—A River Runs Through It
100 points
Paper #2—Mariette in Ecstasy
100 points
Paper #3—In the Beauty of the Lilies
200 points
Reading Responses throughout the Semester
100 points
Discussion Board participation
100 points
Total
700 points


	Grading Scale
	A
630-700
B
560-629
C
490-559
D
420-489
F
000-419


	The last day to drop this class is October 14


