English 1A – Composition and Reading

Deborah Lapp (Lencioni)

Forces of Change

A Learning Community with History 12

Office Annex 2 (near switchboard)
deborah.lapp@reedleycollege.edu
Office:  638-3641 ext. 341        office hours MW 12:30-2:30 and by arrangement









 drop date:  Friday 10/13

Recommended:  
Maimon and Peritz  A Writer’s Resource

Required:

disk for saving work




binder for saving work




Your History text

English 1A is equivalent to the freshman composition course at a four-year university.  The goal of freshman comp is to sharpen your writing, reading, and thinking skills so that you can meet any scholarly challenge involving reading and critical thinking and competently express your ideas at the university level.  This course is particular in that it is linked with your history course, so many of the assignments will linked as well.  Ideally this will increase your success in each, and make the total experience more interesting and meaningful.  Last year, Mr. Genera and I taught these two classes in a community and the results were exceptional; students enrolled in both classes had remarkable success in both. 

We will read excerpts from your history text, and we will read selections from the Internet.  We will discuss what you’ve read, what you’ve written, and what you’ve talked about in your history class sometimes all together, sometimes in small groups, sometimes one-on-one in conference.  Your attendance is mandatory, and excessive absence, tardiness, or unpreparedness will adversely affect your participation grade.  One notable fact about the class last year was the outstanding attendance--that alone may have accounted for the great success.

You will keep all of your work for the semester (notes, drafts, and final graded copies) both on disk and on hard paper copy in a binder.  This is important because your final may be based on your accumulated binder of work.

You will write several essays, essay test responses, history homework assignments and research papers.  See below for the projected breakdown.  All essays will be typed, double-spaced and scholarly in appearance—no folders, please, or fancy fonts.  We use a form of documentation called MLA style, which is explained in Chapter 6 of A Writer’s Resource and on the Purdue OWL website.  I expect out- of-class essays already printed out at the beginning of the hour they are due, and in-class essays at the end of the class in which they are written.  The reason for any paper being late must be written to me, typed, as a letter, and I will judge whether or not the excuse is justified.

Here’s a good deal for you:  If you have produced drafts and participated in workshop and conference, but have still received a C or a D on any essay (except the history research paper), you may prepare a written proposal within the week outlining a revision plan.  I am happy to help you with this plan, and usually it makes sense to work on this in my office.  If I accept your proposal (which I will, if it is earnest), you will have one week to revise your paper.  You’ll hand in all old drafts, my comment sheet or profile, and your approved proposal with the revision stapled on top.  This involves more work for you, but the reward is a new evaluation and a new grade.

Reading assignments are intended as models of different organizational structures or as information or inspiration for discussion or your own writing.  I’ll try to give writing assignments a week in advance; you make sure you read them carefully, look up new vocabulary, and bring your notes to class.

Grading in this class will be based on the quality of your essays.  Attached is a general Grading Standard for college level writing.  I will either use the Composition Profile (also attached), or a similar breakdown considering content, organization, use of language, and grammar and mechanics.  Plagiarism (presenting any part of someone else’s work as your own) is against the law and will result in a paper grade of F.  Figuring your grade couldn’t be easier:  there are 10 grades of equal weight (they are all in bold in the syllabus).  Add them up and divide by ten.  At any point, you can add up the points and divide by the number of grades.  I may add or substitute other essays or papers as we work together with the history class.
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LEARNING COMMUNITY DROP POLICY STATEMENT – Fall 2005

Learning Community courses listed in the fall 2005

schedule of courses on pages 62 & 63

First day of semester (8/15/05) through end of third week (9/2/05):

If a student drops one learning community course, the student will be de-enrolled from all courses in that learning community.  Exceptions will be made for a student who is enrolled in a learning community that is linked with a large group instruction course (i.e. Art 5, Health 1, History 11).  Contact Jennifer Casarez at 638-3641, x.3502 for more information.

 

Beginning of fourth week (9/5/05) through end of ninth week (10/14/05):

If a student drops one learning community course, the student will only be dropped from that one learning community course.  Student must meet with the learning community counselor to complete the learning community drop request form.  

 

Beginning of tenth week (10/17/05) through end of semester (12/16/05):

All students are unable to drop beginning the tenth week, except students with extenuating circumstances.
 Contact Jennifer Casarez at 638-3641, x.3502 with questions.

Reedley College is a college of the State Center Community College District.

www.reedleycollege.edu
Syllabus – English 1A Lapp




Fall 05

Daily Writing grade______________________________________________

On-going

Culture Essay (example essay)

Weeks 1-3

____________________________________________________________

Character Comparison Essay (compare/contrast)

Weeks 4-5

_____________________________________________________________

History Thesis Paper (history midterm test argument w/research)

Weeks 6-9

_____________________________________________________________

one in-class essay (your choice, include evaluation cover letter)

date tba

midterm grade_____________________________drop date Fri 10/13

_____________________________________________________________

Media Project (analyze an historical film for accuracy)

Weeks 10-12

_____________________________________________________________

History Research Paper (Topic from Genera) 
Weeks 13-15

_____________________________________________________________

History Homework (grammar)

Week 16

Daily Writing grade______________________________________________

 final – evaluation of your writing (evaluation and analysis)

Tuesday, Dec 13th 11-12:50 in Inc 4

____________________________________________________________
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