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English 1A: Reading and Composition

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This syllabus should be considered a contract between me, the instructor, and you, the student. By continuing to take this class you say to me that you understand and agree to the policies set out in this syllabus such as grading policies and procedures, attendance and tardy policies, and policies regarding late work, etc. You will need to keep a copy of this syllabus with you throughout the semester as a reminder of the requirements of the class. You must address any questions or concerns you have to me so you can make the decision if this class is for you.

What We Will Do In This Class
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The language we use has a lot to do with the way we are: how we see the world, what we value and the roles we assume in the societies and cultures we inhabit. Societies are made primarily of language relations, and any sense of what is important in social or cultural circles is negotiated through language. Thus, language competency is a form of personal power; language is the medium you use to enter the social world to change it or function in it, or both. Studying the way language is used will enhance your awareness of “rules” and “conventions” that may vary from subject area to subject area you will study while in college but it will also help you once you are finished with school and in the workplace, or even more importantly, it will help you as you walk through the world and take in all it has to offer. Language as it is used in the university will inevitably have some parallels to the way language is used in other facets of your life; becoming aware of these differences and similarities may give you some insight into the way society is “shaping” you as a citizen, an intellectual, a worker, a parent, or any of a number of other “identities” you will realize as you move through life. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In an important sense this class will build upon what you already do every day: critically read, think and write. The content of this course will focus a lot on how language is used in different situations, environments, disciplines, cultures and societies. We will also examine how people use language to persuade, argue, explain, describe and even how they manipulate and skew what others perceive as reality. With attention to the ways you read and write and through much practice in and out of class, you will develop skills that help you write effectively for many audiences, including your other classes. But while writing academic essays is an important outcome, this class is also designed to help you read and write in ways that will help you participate in and think about various societal settings outside of school. This will hopefully give you insight into just how big of role language plays in your life and all of the personal, cultural and societal roles you encompass.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The approach to reading and writing we will be engaging is called “rhetorical,” a term we will spend a good deal of time unpacking.  The rhetorical framework—attention to audience, message, purpose, and situation—will be used to understand the way language shapes our sense of ourselves and our engagement with the institutions in which we participate. The rhetorical framework will focus particular attention on key concerns that you will address as you work through the writing process: what is my purpose in writing the piece? who is my audience? what type of message (formal letter, email, academic essay) am I writing?  These questions (and many more) will ultimately guide our exploration of the individual in relation to the academic institution.  So, in addition to our attending to the rhetorical questions that might help us write effectively, we will be studying academic discourse conventions and the ways we might approach academic writing rhetorically.
Required Texts
Motives for Writing Fifth Edition Robert Keith Miller

Brief Handbook for Writers Third Edition Howell
We will also be reading a book length work for this class. More information later.
Attendance Policy

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This class requires regular attendance. The limit of absences I will allow for the semester is 4 (four). I take attendance EVERY DAY at the beginning of class. Each subsequent absence after you reach four (4) lowers your participation grade by 30%. There are no exceptions. 

Don’t be tardy. If you are more than 10 minutes late to class you will be considered tardy and each tardy you receive counts as one-half (1/2) of an absence. You need to be to class ON TIME. Everyone struggles with parking and getting from job to school and whatnot, but one of your responsibilities as a student in this class is to show up on time so that you do not disturb the class unnecessarily. 

If you miss a scheduled conference you will receive 2 absences as if you had missed class the entire week.

Late Work

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 I absolutely do not take late homework. If you do not have your homework in class with you the day it is due, I will not take it. There are no exceptions to this policy. If you must miss class, you have the option of giving it to a classmate to turn in for you or putting it in my mailbox before 6pm the day it is due. If you know well beforehand that you will be missing class, you may turn work into me early. Otherwise I will not give you credit for any late assignments. This includes any assignments you miss in class.
I will also not accept first drafts of essays late either. If you do not turn them in the day they are due, I will not accept them. Again, you can either turn them in early, have a classmate turn them in for you, or put them in my mailbox before 6pm the day they are due.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1As far as the three main essays go, I will allow the paper to be ONE class day late. This means you have one extra class day to get the essay to me. If the essay is due on Monday, you have until Wednesday to turn it in. I will not accept your essay after one class day has passed. Also, I will drop the final grade for the essay by one letter grade. There are no exceptions to this policy. 

You should also note that I do not take assignments by email.

Grading Policy

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1You have a 1000 point maximum for the class. The points are distributed in this manner:



Essays: 30% ---- 300 points

First Drafts of Essays ---- 100 points



Homework/Writing Assignments: 25% ---- 250 points



Final Project: 25% ---- 250 points



Participation: 10% ---- 100 points

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The final grades are distributed on the following scale:



A= 100%-90% (900-1000 points)



B= 89%-80%   (890-800 points)



C= 79%-70%   (790-700 points)



D= 69%-60%   (699-600 points)



F= 59%-0%      (590-0 points)


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Essays

You will write three (3) main essays this semester. The lengths will vary from 5-8 pages depending on the assignment. You must turn in EACH essay to pass this class. Each essay is worth a total of 100 points. The first draft you turn in is worth 25 points. If you do not turn in the essay you do not receive the points. If you turn in half a page of an essay or an essay that appears to have been written fifteen minutes before class, you will not receive any points. Basically, I want to see nearly complete rough drafts that are ready for a substantial revision. I will give points based on effort. Even if the first draft is still very rough and needs a lot of work in the revision, I will still give full points if I determine effort was made to make it as complete as possible. You will bring copies of your first draft for peer workshops. Based on peer workshops and work done in class, you will take your rough drafts home and revise them then turn in the final draft for a final grade. This will get you used to and comfortable with the revision process. 

Final Project

We will be reading a book length work in this class for the last part of the semester. The final project will be an accumulation of the work in class with this book and will be worth 250 points. You will get more information on this later but you can expect the final project to include a variety of assignments that allow you to practice many of the things you will have learned over the semester including personal writing, researched writing, analysis, critical thinking, etc.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Homework and Writing Assignments

Since this is a writing class, you can expect to be writing and reading A LOT. Over the course of the semester, you will complete various low-point assignments and small essays. These points are important, and not completing these assignments will greatly affect your final grade. The points will depend on the assignment but will most likely range from 5-30 points each. It is important to note that I prefer homework assignments to be typed. If you do not have access to a computer regularly or have a problem accommodating this request, you need to see me.
Participation

This class is very activity and discussion based. Your participation ensures its success. If you miss class or if you do not participate in class while you are there, or if you do not make the effort needed to make the peer workshops work, you will lose these participation points from your overall grade.  






 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Time Commitment

 It is a general rule that for every hour a successful student spends in class, they spend two hours outside of the class preparing for it.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Classroom Behavior
Cheating & Plagiarism:

 The penalty for plagiarism can be automatic failure in the course, and a notification of the circumstances will be sent to the Dean of Students In certain circumstances, students may be dismissed from the college for plagiarism.
 Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work" 

For more information on the University’s policies, refer to the Schedule of Courses (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations). 
Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term ‘cheating’ not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Disruptive Classroom Behavior

"The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained . . . . Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an understanding of the community in which they live. Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class." 
Other things to consider

If, as the semester progresses, I find that people are not doing the assigned reading or the assignments, I may start giving surprise quizzes during class. These cannot be made up and will be averaged into your overall grade.

I assume that by this point and time in your life, you are in college because you want to be. Everything you do is of your own choice and will. You are not required by law to be here. Therefore, you must take your classes and the responsibility of being a college student very seriously. You must be on time, you must do your assignments, and you must participate in your classes. If you don’t, you are not going to make it. It is as simple as that. 

It should also go without saying but I will say it anyway. When you come to class make sure all of your pagers, cell phones etc. are turned off and PUT AWAY. Do not leave class to take a call. If you do decide to do this, DO NOT COME BACK. It is rude and disrespectful.

