English 126   Fall 2005
Instructor:  Mrs. J. Sheldon

Room:  LAL 2     2:15-3:05   M--Th.


The purpose of this class is to help students improve their reading skills, develop their vocabulary, and to further analytical skills of other writers. A student will develop a positive attitude toward both academic and personal reading. The successful completion of this class will further your career either as a student in English 1 or in a profession of your choice.

Text and Required Materials:

Ten Steps to Advancing College Reading Skills by John Langan   fourth edition

Journal:  a separate notebook of paper that will hold your journal assignments.

Pens and Paper

A college dictionary

Two novels

Requirements of the Class:

Attendance.   You are allowed 3 absences.  These absences should be used for illness and/or legitimate emergencies.  Two consecutive absences will force the instructor to assume you are no longer interested in the successful continuation of this class.  

The final date to drop this class is October 14, 2005.  
Please be on time to class.  Two tardies or early departures will equal a student’s absence.

Journal.  You will produce a journal this semester.  The purpose of the journal is to provide you with a place for risk-free thinking and writing.  This is not a diary, but a place to record your responses, thoughts and reactions to your reading.  I prefer the use of spiral notebooks because all of your writing will be held together for you.

Reading and Writing Assignments.  You will be required to read assignments from your text as well as hand-outs from your instructor.  You will be responsible for reading two novels and writing two book reviews.

Most writing assignments will be in response to what you read.  Also, there will be discussion groups.

Grading:  To pass this course the student must 

20%    participate in class with no more than three absences.

20%    complete classroom and homework assignments.

30%    pass unit tests and turn in writing assignments (book reviews on time).
30%    demonstrate skill in reading and comprehension by passing the final exam

The final will be given on Wed., Dec. 14, at 2:00 to 3:50.
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Grading of unit tests and book reviews will be based on the following:

90 – 100%     A

80 --   89%    B

70 --   79%   C

60 --   69%   D

