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Course Syllabus




H. R. “Rusty” DeRuiter

English 126 – Section 50006


Fall 2005

I.  Goal

This course is designed to help you develop the specific reading skills, abilities, and strategies that will enable you to deal with college level reading material more effectively, efficiently, and independently.  This course is preparatory course for English 1A.

II.  Course Content

A.  The reading process – What is it?

1.  What makes a good reader?




a.  Efficient and effective reading



2.  Reader/writer transaction



3.  Schema/background knowledge

III.  Different types of text/reading for different purposes

A.  Aesthetic reading

 

1.  Imaginative/expressive text




a.  Poetry




b.  Books/novels



2.  Content area reading and strategies to gain meaning from text




a.  Informative text (math, science, etc.)




b.  Persuasive text (newspapers & magazines – opinion pages)

IV.  Materials

A. Textbook:  Langan, John.  Ten Steps to Advancing College Reading Skills. Fourth Edition.  Townsend Press, 2004.  (Required)
1. Textbook contents

a. Vocabulary in Context

b. Main Ideas

c. Supporting Details

d. Implied Main Ideas and central Point

e. Relationships I – Transitions/Patterns of Organization

f. Relationships II – Illustration, Comparison & Contrast, and Cause and Effect.

g. Fact and Opinion

h. Inferences

i. Author’s Purpose and Tone

j. Argument

B. Two Novels

1. Murphy, Louise.  The True Story of Hansel and Gretel.  Penguin Books, 2003.  (Required)  ISBN: 0142003077

2. Límon, Graciela.  Song of the Hummingbird.  Arte Público Press, 1996.  (Required)  ISBN:  1558850910

3. It is also recommended that you purchase a good dictionary and a three-ring binder for the many handouts you will receive.

V. Grading and Credit

English 126 is a three-unit course required for graduation.  The class is offered on a graded basis with a credit/no credit option.  Students requesting a CR option must receive the equivalent of an A, B, or C grade.  A grade equivalent of D or F will result in a “No Credit grade.

VI . Grades

The grades earned from your work will be averages within five categories to determine your final course grade.  A percentage point system will be used for all assignments/tests enabling each student to track his/her progress in fulfilling the course requirements.  Each student should keep a record of his/her grades for personal reference.

VII.  Midterm Grade

I will post midterm grades listing all scores earned up to the final drop date.  This report will inform you of your status in my class.  At this time, you should compare all grades on returned work to determine any discrepancies.

VIII.  Final Grade

A. Your final grade will be averaged from your scores on all course work in the            following five areas:

1. Daily work/homework (20% of your final course grade) – Daily work includes a variety of assignments, most of them textbook related.

2. Book and Article Reports/Summaries/Responses  (20% of your final grade) – The formats of each will be different.  Detailed information and formats will be provided.

3. Tests and Quizzes (20% of your final course grade) – Approximately ten tests and quizzes will be given throughout the semester.  Tests will be in-class; quizzes will be in-class and take-home.  Most tests/quizzes will be based on textbook readings.

4. Final Exam (20% of your final course grade) – All students must take the final exam to receive a passing grade in thus course.  Except in unusual cases of illness or family distress, final exam will be administered according to the Finals Schedule in the Schedule of Courses.  The date and time of the final exam will not be changed to accommodate holiday or travel arrangements or employment schedules.

5. Attendance (20% of your final course grade) – Each student is responsible for consistent attendance.  Absences reduce your contributions to the class and slow your progress in reading improvement.  Absences lower your grade through missed Daily Word (class/group work).  Each missed assignment will be graded a zero (0) and each zero (0) has a strong impact on your grade.  The score in this section is the percentage of classes attended during the semester.  In addition, three accumulated tardies will constitute one absence.  So, please be there, and be on time!!

· If absent, it is your responsibility to return to work prepared.  You should find out what homework was assigned during your absence and complete the work before you come to class.  If your homework is completed when you return to class, you will receive full credit.  If not, you will have three days to complete the assignment and have it corrected.  After the third day, a zero (0) will be entered for that assignment.

· If you miss a test, you will have three class days to make it up. 

Grading Scale:

90% - 100% = A

80% - 89% = B

70% - 79% = C

60% - 69% = D

Below 60% = F

Since I am publishing my grading scale in the document, I will not adjust it for any circumstances.  For example, if a student receives an overall class score of 89% (B), the grade will remain a “B”.  I will not “round it up” to a 90% (A).

While there is no intent to do so, this document is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.

High Expectations

I realize that most of you live very busy lives and you must balance many responsibilities: family, work, and school among them.  Plus, this is an early morning class.

I commend your desire to continue your education.  I will do all I can to make this class a successful step in what I hope is a life-long journey in new learning.  Reading is a complex process; yet it is a skill that you can master with life-long benefits.  I teach this class with the underlying assumption that you are as committed to learning as I am to teaching.

To that end I expect the following:

· You will regularly attend class (the whole 50 minutes) of each class day.

· You will arrive on time.

· You will not use the class as the time to finish assignments for other classes (or for that matter to finish work that is due in this class).

· Personal grooming will be done before class.

· All cell phones, pagers, and other electronic devices will be turned off before class begins and they must be stored out of sight for the entire class period.  Viewing text messages is the same as answering the phone.  

· You have the right to make a decision as to how much you are going to learn; but you do not have the right to make that decision for others in this class, including friends.  In other words, this is not a place to visit; it is a place to learn.

· Common courtesy is expected from all students/instructors, and it is to be expected by all students/instructors.  Thanks.

Mr. DeRuiter

