English 125: College Writing Skills

Fall 2005

Instructor: FrankLópez



Time: MW 6:00-7:50 PM

Phone: 638-3641 ext.3862


Room: SHS 407

Email: Frank4461@aol.com


Schedule #: 74011

Course Description
English 125 will focus on the development of the writing process—workshops, revision, and completing short papers. You will learn the logical development and organization of ideas in these papers. Emphasis will be placed on avoiding common writing errors, the development of reading skills, analyzing rhetorical strategies, and the development of critical thinking skills. This class meets the A.A./A.S. degree requirements for writing, as well as prepares students for English 1A. (Not recommended for students learning English as a second language.)

Required Materials



Required Texts
Pocket book dictionary



Patterns for College Writing

Notebook paper





--Kirszner and Mandrell

Two pocket folders




Pocket calendar 






Pen/Pencils 







3x5 floppy

Email account

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to accomplish the following:
· Demonstrate critical thinking skills in writing and reading, with attention to relating structure to ideas, developing logical support for generalizations, following logical order, and differentiating between fact and opinion.

· Write complete, varied sentences, using coordination, subordination, and modification to clarify meaning. 

· Use punctuation, capitalization, abbreviations, etc., conventionally and spell correctly.

· Use standard English dialect noun, verb, pronoun forms and verb tenses correctly.

· Write coherent paragraphs that adequately develop topic sentences.
· Develop various patterns of paragraphs and essays.

· Develop the writing process by recognizing the effect of purpose and audience, discovering topics, employing prewriting strategies, selecting, and ordering ideas and evidence to develop the topic, writing and revising, and editing the paper.

· Use basic library sources to find information and avoid plagiarism in the preparation of a limited paper based on published sources.

· Use critical thinking in writing, with attention to avoiding fallacies, relating structures to ideas, developing logical support for generalizations, following logical orders, and differentiating between statements of fact and opinion.

· Demonstrate skill in writing assignments with the use of a computer.

Grading
English 125 is a credit/no credit course. This means you will not receive an official letter grade for this class; however, you will receive on of the following assessments:

CR --

You have passed either the midterm or the final




You have received at least 70% of the course points




You have participated in class regularly.


NC--

You did not pass either the midterm or the final




You did not receive 70% of the course points




You did not participate in class regularly




You turned in work that was plagiarized.
To receive credit for this course, you must fulfill all three of the above requirements. The 70% requirement is derived from the following point distribution:

Essays



=

400 possible pts. (4x100)

In-Class Essays


=

100  possible pts. (4x25)

Midterm



=

100  possible pts.

Final




=

100  possible pts.

Quizzes



=

100  possible pts.

Part./Pres./HW


=

200 possible pts. (50/50/100) 
TOTAL



=

1000 possible pts.


Total points possible may change depending on class pace.
    A = 900 – 1000

  B = 800 – 899

Credit
       C = 700 – 799
No Credit
D = 600 – 699

F = 
 OMG

Assignments
· In-Class Essays: At least four (perhaps more) in-class essays on various topics will be generated from the reading and discussions. These are timed forty-five minute essays that must be written in class and cannot be made up.
· Papers: Five out-of-class essays will be assigned. I will expect you to write three drafts per paper—two rough drafts (to be workshopped), one final revision (turned into me). Late papers will be accepted only with the instructor’s approval. 
· Workshops: Workshops are a vital learning tool in becoming better writers. First, they are designed for you to learn how to read and constructively criticize one another’s work. Second, they help you recognize your own mistakes when you read the writing of others.  When in your workshop group, you will be expected to fill out response sheets critiquing one another’s papers. 
· Reading: Assigned selections from your reader and selected handouts will be used for quizzes and discussions. This should also provide material for you to generate ideas for your informal writings and essays.
· Journals: I will assign topics for journals I will collect throughout the semester. During most class sessions there will be designated time for this exercise. However, you will also be expected to write on subjects you wish to write about.
Conferences
I am always available and would be happy to meet with you during designated office hours or by appointment. I will require that we meet at least twice during the semester. These conferences are mandatory and designed to discuss your progress or anything else regarding the class; failure to attend is equivalent to an absence. Email is another method of contacting me. If you don’t have an Email account you need to get one. At times you may need to reach me and Email is a good way to keep in touch. Email is beneficial in college and easy to use. I will occasionally Email you to make sure you know how to use your Email account.

Participation
Attendance and participation play a major part in how well you do in this course. English 125 is a writing and discussion based course—your presence is vital. Occasions my arise when you will not be able to come to class, therefore, one absence is permitted; use it wisely. Should you miss two class sessions consecutively you will automatically be dropped from the class.

Tardiness and early departures are not acceptable. Late arrivals or early departures will count as a partial absence. If you cannot attend regularly or arrive as scheduled, it might benefit you to enroll in another course. 

On this same note, participation with the required response sheets, workshops, reading, discussions, and Xeroxed copies of your works in progress are essential for you to benefit from this class. In order to fully participate in this course cell phones must be turned off before class begins.
Plagiarism
Work that is not written by you but is submitted as your own work is plagiarized work. This can include work that is “edited” by other writers, papers that are “borrowed,” or research materials that are not accurately cited and included on a bibliography. You are, in essence, telling the instructor that these are your own ideas. The penalties for turning in plagiarized work can range from an “F” on the assignment to an “F” for the course. You may even receive a suspension, probation, or expulsion from the school. Plagiarism is a serious offense. We will be discussing this in depth later.

Student Services

The college provides a number of services to help students succeed in their courses. I highly recommend you take advantage of any or all of these services. They are here for you benefit and can make a difference in your progress. 

Library & Computer Lab Hours
Monday – Thursday: 7:30 am – 8:00 pm


Friday: 7:30 am – 3:00 pm



Saturday: 8:30 am – 11:30 am

Writing Center—HUM 58


Monday – Thursday: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm



Friday: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm

ADA

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e.: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act please contact your instructor as soon as possible.
Important Dates
August 15


Instruction begins

September 5

Labor Day Holiday (Campus Closed)

October 14
Last day to withdraw from college or to be dropped from 18-week classes

November 11


Veterans Day Holiday (No Classes, Offices Open)

November 24-25

Thanksgiving Day Holidays (Campus Closed)

December 12-16

Final examinations

December 16
Last day for degree and certificate of achievement candidates to file application for December 2005

December 16
End of Fall Semester 2005

Dec. 19- Jan. 4
Winter recess
 
Tentative Schedule of assignments:
Date


Assignments



HW 
August 15

Take roll (add/drop)

Journal 1



Introductions







Syllabus




InClass Essay 1
August 17

Workshop Exercise

Journal 2, 3






Draft 1/E1
August 22

Workshop Draft1/E1

Draft 2/E1








Journal 4
August 25

Workshop Draft 2/E1

Journal 5, 6











P4CWs/Qs
*August 29

Final Draft E1 due


Draft1/E2



Discuss P4CWs


Journal 7



Prompt for E2



Begin drafting E2



August 31

Workshop Draft 1/E2

Draft 2/E2








Journal 8, 9
