Eng. 125, Fall, 2005

B. Leone


English 125, College Writing Skills ; Fall, 2005: 8/15 to 12/16

(8:00 a.m. – 53016;  9:00 a.m. - 53017)
Instructor’s Name:  Dr. Beti Leone

Office & Hours None; by appointment only

Phone: 
Switchboard (next-day messages): (559) 638-3641

Class Locations:
T TH
8:00 – 8:50 a.m.

AGR 15
(53016)



W F
8:00 – 8:50 a.m.

AG R1




T 
9:00 – 9:50 a.m.

AGR 15
(53017)



W
9:00 – 9:50 a.m.

AGR 1




TH
9:00 – 9:50 a.m.

PHY 70





F
9:00 – 9:50 a.m.

POR 5

Course Description:  Development of the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas.  Emphasis is on 1) avoiding common writing errors; 2) developing reading skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; 3) developing critical thinking skills,  a) by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and, b) by using writing as a way of thinking -- to explore and express ideas.  

Exit Standards: To pass this class, a student must demonstrate a reading knowledge of the texts, bring the texts to class, complete assignments, quizzes, & exams on time, receive a passing grade of “C” or better on essay #5, participate constructively during class, and attend class regularly.  In addition, a  student must demonstrate a command of the writing skills listed below.  **
Course Objectives:  There are ten course objectives to be met in order to pass the course.  


1. Write complete, appropriate, varied English sentences, using coordination, subordination, and modification to clarify meanings.


2. Use punctuation, capitalization, abbreviations, etc. conventionally and spell correctly. 


3. Differentiate between standard dialects, community dialects, and slang and use the dialects appropriately.


4. Use standard dialect noun, verb, and pronoun forms and verb tenses correctly. 


5. Write in paragraphs that develop topic sentences with adequate, detailed support.


6. Use various patterns of paragraph development. 


7. Initiate and carry out the writing process, understanding purpose, audience, topics, selection of ideas and evidence to develop the topic, writing and revising, editing, and finishing.  


8. Write with coherence and unity, paying attention to reference, agreement, consistency, and transitions.


9.  Use basic library sources to find information, and avoid the offense of plagiarism in the preparation of a limited paper on published sources. 


10. Use critical thinking skills in writing, with attention to fallacies, relating structure to ideas in the essay, logical support, differentiating between fact and opinion, following directions about logical order in writing,, and others. 

Required Books – (Purchase these required texts at the Reedley College Bookstore):

1.  Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide (Ninth Edition) by Laurie G Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell
2.  A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage (Third Edition) by Larry Beason & Mark Lester.  

3.  A good dictionary (There are a number of very good college-level dictionaries that are under twenty dollars).  

4.  Supplies  (announced in class): e.g., binder for your essays (including all drafts for each essay); a small portfolio (for your best writing), colored pencils& pens for editing, etc. (more TBA in class)

In-class 1st Week Diagnosis Exercises:  Correct all errors in the paragraphs below using the first correction as a model.  The number at the end of the paragraph indicates how many errors you should find.   Use notebook paper to copy your corrected paragraph , then turn it in.  Skip spaces.  

Diagnosis #1:  Parallelism.




[Error-- Delete word in brackets.]   

We all go to college for different reasons – to get an education, meet new people, and [to] gain the skills for a job.  The best programs are ones that reach several of these goals at the same time.  I like to take courses that interest me and building skills that will lead to a job.  For example, it is great to read about something in a class and then applying it in a practical situation.  That is why I am doing an internship program.  I have the opportunity to get credits, develop professional skills, and to make important contacts.  The internship will be worthwhile even if I have to go to school an extra semester to earn all the credits I need to graduate.  (3)

_________________________________________________________________________

Diagnosis #2:  
Basic Sentences.
[Error -- change period to comma, capital W to lowercase.]


One of the highest honors that can be given in the movie industry is an Academy Award[.  Which] is more commonly known as an Oscar.  Winning just one Oscar is a notable feat.  A few movies, however, are exceptional they have won several Oscars.  There are four major Oscar awards.  Best actress, best actor, best director, and best picture.  Only a few movies have won even three of these four awards.  In 1982, Gandhi received Oscars for best actor, best director, and best picture, it did not win best actress.  Two years later, Amadeus won the same three awards the best actress Oscar went to Sally Field for her role in Places in the Heart.  In 1988, Rain Man captured three Oscars.  Again failing to capture the best actress award.  Which went to Jodie Foster for her role in The Accused. (6)


Some movies have done even better two movies have won all four major awards  In 1975, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest won all four of these Oscars.  The first movie to win all four was It Happened One Night.  Which won way back in 1934.  (2)  

Diagnosis #3: Expanding



[Error – delete comma in brackets]


Linguists have long noted that children learn their native language at about the same age[,] and in quite similar ways.  Although linguists do not fully understand the reason they do know that children go through distinct stages.  The early laughing and babbling stages seem like imitations of adult language yet they are largely innate.  Because even profoundly deaf children laugh and babble just like hearing children researchers conclude that the early language stages are at least partially genetic. (3)


When children are around eighteen months they produce their first truly meaningful words.  Around two years many children combine pairs of words to form what are called “two-word” sentences.  Although the grammar of “two-word” sentences differs substantially from adult grammar the grammar of children’s “two-word” sentences is quite stable and regular.  Some children stay at the “two-word” stage for months, and are able to express quite complex ideas, however there is no such thing as a “three-word” or “four-word” grammar stage.  When children break out of the “two-word” stage they jump directly to a simplified form of the adult language.  (6)

Readings (may not be assigned in this order)

(also see the web site for Patterns for College Writing: bedfordstmartins.com/patterns)

Pattern of development (idea arrangement) / chap
Reading


Page
Narration  /4




“Only Daughter” (Cisneros)

84







“Indian Education” (Alexie)

126







“My Mother Never Worked”

96

Description  /5



“Words Left Unspoken” (Cohen)
153







“Ground Zero” (Berne)

158

Exemplification  / 6



“The Human Cost of .. Illit.” (Kozol)229







“Samuel” (Paley)


239







“Just Walk On By” (Staples)

223







“The Peter Principle” (Peter & Hull)
207

Process  / 7




“How to Escape from a Bad Date”
272







“On Fire” (Brown)


280







“Embalming of Mr. Jones” (Mitford)
285

Cause and Effect  / 8



“Who Killed Benny Paret?”(Cousins)321







“Why Boys Don’t Play with Dolls”
335







“ ‘The Black Table’ …” (Graham)
340







“Suicide Note” (Mirikitani)

357

Comparison & Contrast  / 9


“Sex, Lies, Conversation” (Tannen)
407







“Two Ways to Belong…”(Mukherjee)397







“Sadie and Maud” (Brooks)

426

Classification & Division  / 10

“The Ways We Lie” (Ericsson)
470







“Five Ways to Kill a Man” (Brock)
487







“Mother Tongue” (Tan)

462

Definition  / 11



“I Want a Wife” (Brady)

505







“Tortillas” (Burciaga)


513







“The Company Man” (Goodman)
517







“The Wife-Beater” (Smith)

521

Argumentation/Persuasion  / 12

“Thanks to Modern Science” ACLU
555







“Letter from Birmingham,” (MLK)
570







“Debate: Should US Citizens Be Required to







Carry ID Cards?”(Safire, Dershowitz)585

Combining the Patterns  / 13







“The Park” (Michael Huu Truong)
655







“On Dumpster Diving” (Eighner)
660







“Writing Assignments: Combining”
704

Class Policy 1: Missing an Assignment


Out-of-class assignments must be turned in on time on the given due dates, or, if previously arranged, before the due dates.  In-class assignments must be completed in class on the scheduled dates.  If a student misses an assignment, the student will receive a zero on the assignment.   If a student is unable to complete an assignment due to an emergency, the instructor may consider a make-up assignment, if the student is able to present proper or appropriate documentation.  However, missing class is never an excuse for missing an assignment.  

Class Policy 2: Attendance and Tardiness


Students who miss the second day of class will be automatically dropped from the course.  To add this class, a student must attend every class meeting until he or she has been officially added to the roster.  


A student is considered absent if they are not present during the class, tardy, or if the student leaves class early,  If you need to leave class early, talk to me about other options, such as adding a section of English 125 at a better time for you.  Students who walk in and out of the classroom during class will be marked absent.  


If a student is tardy, that student may not be able to take the scheduled quizzes and will receive a zero on the appropriate quiz.  If a student is tardy, he or she will be considered absent.  A student is tardy if he or she walks into the classroom after roll has been taken.  


Students who accumulate more than 6 absences will be automatically dropped from the course.  If a student accumulates more than six absences after the official Reedley College drop date, that student might still be dropped and if so, will receive an automatic “F” in the course.  

Class Policy 3: Academic Behavior


If a student demonstrates poor academic behavior, that student will be suspended from the next class meeting.  If a student demonstrates poor academic behavior yet again, that student will be suspended from another class meeting.  If a student is a problem once more (a third time), that student will be referred to the Dean of Students who reserves the right to suspend a student from ten class meetings.  Poor academic behavior may include, but is not limited to, not bringing your books to class, rude and/or disruptive conduct, beeping pagers, ringing cell phones, and other problems.  

Class Policy 4: Accommodations for Students with Disabilities


If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) as per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.  

Class Policy 5: Format for All Assignments


Typed Essays:  All out-of-class essays must be typed in Times New Roman, size 12-point, double-spaced, and print quality must be clear and black.  Margins must be one inch on top and bottom, and 1.25 inches on the left and right margins.  Citations must follow the MLA format guidelines listed in your Common Sense Guide to Grammar and Usage.   


In-Class Quizzes:  The directions for in-class quizzes will be explained in class.  These directions must be followed exactly, or the quiz will earn NO MORE than 7/10.  

Class Policy 6: Plagiarism and Cheating


Defined as “presenting the ideas or words of others as if they were your own,” plagiarism is a serious academic offense, both unfair and dishonest.  The Reedley College Catalogue covers plagiarism and cheating thoroughly and all instructors must enforce college policy regarding these serious matters.  (See Reedley College Catalogue, page 35.)

Important Dates, Fall, 2005 Semester
Sept. 2 (F)

Last day to register for full-term Fall semester class

Sept. 2


Last day to drop to avoid a “W” grade on your record 

September 5 (M)
Labor Day
No classes held – campus is closed

Sept. 16 (F)

Last day to change a Fall, 2005 class to or from a CR / NCR

October 14 (F)
Last day to drop a Fall, 2005 class (After this date, a letter grade must be assigned to all Fall semester, students.)

November 11 (F) 
Veteran’s Day

No classes held.  

November 24 – 25
Thanksgiving Holiday (no classes held – campus closed) Th & F

November 28 (M)
Classes reconvene again.  

December 10

Saturday classes’ final exams

December12 – 16
Final exams week (no regular classes held during this week)

December 16

Fall, 2005 semester ends (Check campus ad. for office hours.)

Grading for English 125

Total points for entire semester grade = 500

• Ten in-class quizzes (most or all unannounced)


a) ten points each, graded on your ability to follow directions, understand the reading assignments, and/or your ability to use the skills listed in the exit standards (e.g., punctuation, expanded sentences, MLA documentation, etc.)


b) total points = 100 

• Five essays (written both in and out of class and all including two or more drafts)


a) 50 points each, approximately 500 words each, graded on your ability to follow directions and on your command of the course’s exit standards


b) total points = 250 points 

• Two grammar exams


a) 50 points each, graded on objectives regarding fragments and run-ons, punctuation, basic writing skills, ability to follow directions, etc. 


c) total points = 100

• A panel discussion about writing (with your peers in small groups)


a) Each panel member will receive the same number of points, based on quality of the panel as a whole, so cooperative teamwork is crucial.  Content of panel is related to your understanding of the writing process and patterns of development, learned from readings and practiced in your own writing.  Panels will take place at the end of the semester: Dec. 5 - 9.


b) total points = 50

Grading Scale:
A = 500 – 450




B = 400 - 449




C = 350 - 399




D = 300 - 349




F = 000 – 299

Course Outline / Schedule: tentative schedule available second day of class.

Course Outline / Schedule (tentative)

(A detailed outline, called will be available the first week of classes)

(Also see list of readings / patterns of development.)

1st week

August 15 – 19

quiz?  

2nd week
August 22 – 26

quiz?  

3rd week
Aug. 29 – Sept. 2
quiz?  

4th week
September 5 – 9

Essay #1 due (final draft)

5th week
Sept. 12 – 16

quiz?  

6th week
 Sept. 19 – 23

Essay #2 due (final draft)

7th week
Sept. 26 – 30

First grammar exam

8th week
October 3 – 7

quiz?  

9th week
Oct. 10 – 14

Essay #3 due (final draft)

10th week
Oct. 17 – 21

quiz?  

11th week
Oct. 24 – 28

Essay #4 due (final draft)

12th week
Nov. 1 – 4

quiz?  

13th week
Nov. 10 – 14

quiz?  

14th week
Nov. 17 – 18

quiz?  

15th week
Nov. 21 – 25

Essay #5 due (final draft); no late submissions

16th week
Nov. 28 – Dec. 2
Second grammar exam

17th week
Dec. 5 – 9

Panel presentations

18th week
Dec. 12 – 16

Final exam week
Please Note:
Conferences with instructor of course for discussing drafts, grammar, or other assignments are available by appointment only.  

Homework:  Each day of class will require 2 to 3 hours of HW per night.  This is fairly standard for beginning college courses.  Your HW will greatly affect your grade, and I will see you have done it by: 1) your preparation for class, 2) your quiz grades, 3) your participation in class, and 4) how well you understand readings and understand what we are doing in class.  

Welcome!  I look forward to working with you this semester!  I hope you enjoy the ride!  

