Fall 2005

Schedule #53012

English 125:  Writing Skills for College     3 Units

Class meets 10:00-11:50am M in INC 1 and W in SOC 35

Instructor:  David Hurst     Email: dhurst@scccd.org
Course Description

English 125 is designed to prepare students for college-level writing and academic prose.  The emphasis will be on the process of writing including idea development, organization, revision and research.  The class is writing intensive, using journals, short essays and timed writing to hone students’ skills.  Grammar and punctuation, as well as common writing errors, will be addressed to improve writing clarity.  Students will read a number of model essays to identify rhetorical strategies and contexts.  Finally, critical thinking skills will be developed as writing is analyzed and explored as a means of expression.

English 125 meets AA/AS degree requirements for writing and is the preparatory course for English 1A.

Expected Outcomes/Objectives:  Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:

· Demonstrate critical thinking skills in writing and reading, with attention to relating structure to ideas, developing logical support for generalizations, following logical order, and differentiating between fact and opinion.

· Write complete, varied sentences, using coordination, subordination, and modification to clarify meaning.

· Use punctuation, capitalization, abbreviations, etc., conventionally and spell correctly.

· Use standard dialect noun, verb, and pronoun forms and verb tenses correctly.

· Write coherent paragraphs that adequately develop topic sentences.

· Develop various patterns of paragraphs and essays.

· Develop writing process by recognizing the effect of purpose and audience, discovering topics, employing prewriting strategies, selecting and ordering ideas and evidence to develop the topic, writing and revising, and editing the paper.

· Use basic library sources to find information and avoid plagiarism in the preparation of a limited paper based on published sources.

· Use critical thinking in writing, with attention to avoiding fallacies, relating structure to ideas, developing logical support for generalizations, following logical orders, and differentiating between statements of fact and opinion.

· Demonstrate skill in writing assignments with the use of a computer.

Required Materials – Bring to every class

Patterns For College Writing – Kirszner & Mandel – isbn 031240431X

A Commonsense Guide to Grammar & Usage – Beason & Lester – isbn 0312399340
Notebook/journal for exclusive use in this class

Folders to hold all work for individual projects

Writing utensils and notepaper for in-class assignments

Copies of rough drafts (on workshop dates)

Recommended Materials

A college dictionary and a thesaurus

A computer disk for the purpose of saving written work

A sense of humor and a willingness to work

Grading

English 125 is a credit/no-credit course as follows:

A credit assessment (passing) requires successful completion of at least 70% of the course points, a passing score on either the midterm or final and regular class participation.

A no-credit assessment (failing) means neither the midterm nor the final received a passing score, less that 70% of the course points were completed successfully, participation was irregular, and/or work was turned in that was plagiarized.

Points will be assigned as follows:


Class Participation & Journals
  150
points possible


Short Writing Responses

  200
points possible


Essay Projects


 
  400
points possible


Final Essay



  150
points possible


Timed Essays



  100
points possible

1000 total points possible

Grading is as follows (these will translate into the CR/NC assessment):


A
900 – 1000 points


B
800 –   899 points


C
700 –   799 points (minimum score for CR assessment: 700)


D
600 –   699 points


F
    0 –   599 points

Class Participation
Learning in this course will depend highly on attendance and active in-class participation.  Any student who misses four (4) class periods by the midterm drop date will be dropped regardless of accumulated points.  Any student who misses three (3) consecutive class periods before the midterm drop date will be dropped regardless of accumulated points.  There are no excused absences and doctors’ notes are unnecessary.  Arriving more than 10 minutes late or leaving early will be considered an absence for the entire day.  Do not take this class if you cannot commit to the time.

Habitual tardiness is disruptive and will affect a student’s grade up to and including dismissal from the class.  Arriving late or without an essay draft on workshop dates will result in zero points for the day.  Additionally, the last three weeks of school are weighted heavily in the participation score.

The final day to drop this class is Friday, October 14, 2005.  There will be no grade entered on a student’s record for drops occurring prior to 20% of the course length.  A grade of “W” will be entered on the student’s record for drops occurring beyond 20% and before 50% of the course length.  It is the student’s responsibility to turn in the proper paperwork if he or she wishes to drop the class.

Behavior that disrupts or interferes with class work will not be tolerated.  Students who talk excessively, sing, make rude or derogatory comments or disrupt the class in any other way will be asked to leave and will be marked absent for the day.  More serious disruptions will result in more serious actions.  Listen to each other with respect.  Do not interrupt your classmates or the teacher.  Turn off all cell phones and pagers.  Do not sleep – it will earn you zero points for the day, public humiliation and possibly a failing grade.

Students’ participation in prewriting exercises, revision workshops, Library trips and other in-class assignments will be reflected in their Participation score.

Journals and Reading Responses
Students will keep a semi-structured journal to record ideas and questions from readings, in-class writing, and classroom discussions.  Students will frequently be asked to write 1-2 page responses to essays they read and to class presentations as they arise.  Unless otherwise noted, these responses are due the next class meeting at the beginning of class.  No late responses will be accepted.

Essay Projects
Students will complete five main writing projects over the course of the semester.  These will consist of the development of papers in a rhetorical framework using Process, Compare/Contrast, Cause/Effect and Argumentation strategies.  Four projects of progressive difficulty will be worth 100 points each and a Final Project will be worth 150 points total (see below).  To get full credit, all aspects of a project must be turned in, including pre-write exercises, rough drafts, workshop exercises and final drafts.

All Essays must be typed (word-processed), double-spaced, with one-inch margins in a standard 12-point font (Times or Times New Roman).  The writing prompt will explain how many pages are expected for each essay.  Please staple all pages before coming to class.

All essay drafts and homework are due at the beginning of class.  Late work will not be accepted.  It is important to get any papers time-stamped into the instructor’s box by the date due if a student will have to miss that day.  No emailed papers will be accepted for credit.

Final Essay Project
The Final Project will incorporate significant research into the paper and must contain at least three citations of research sources in an MLA Works Cited form.  The rules for full credit are the same as for the smaller essays above.

Timed Essays
Because college-level writing frequently involves timed in-class essays, it is important that students learn this skill.  There will be a couple practice essays of this nature leading to a timed in-class midterm and a timed in-class final.  Each of these two timed essays will be worth 50 points and at least one must receive a passing grade in order to pass the course.  Dates of these essays will be announced well in advance and there will be no make-ups.

Contact and Conferences
At different times during the semester, a student may need time with me or I may request a conference with him or her.  I check my email daily at the email address on the front page and I retrieve my telephone messages at least once a day.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you are experiencing a problem, have any questions, need help or clarification from me, or have ideas and suggestions for the class.  I am here to help you succeed.

Cheating and Plagiarism
The following is copied verbatim from the Fresno City College web site:

Academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will not be tolerated by Fresno City College. Cheating, plagiarism and collusion in dishonest activities erode the college's education and social role in the community.

Cheating
Cheating is the act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that he/she has mastered information on an academic exercise. Examples include but are not limited to:

1. Copying or allowing another to copy a test, paper, project or performance.

2. Using unauthorized materials during a test, for example, notes, formula lists or "cheat sheets".

3. Taking a test for someone else or permitting someone to take a test for you.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the act of representing the work of another as one's own without giving credit. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:

1. Incorporating the ideas or words of another's work without giving appropriate credit.

2. Representing another's artistic or scholarly works, such as musical compositions, computer programs, photographs, etc., as one's own.

Disciplinary Procedures
When a faculty member discovers a violation of the cheating or plagiarism policy, the faculty member:

1. Will arrange a conference with the student and at that time advise the student of the allegations.

2. Will notify the dean of the division in writing that an act of dishonesty has occurred. This report will become a part of the student's permanent record. A copy will be mailed or given to the student.

3. May give the student an "F" for the assignment and/or for the course, depending upon the seriousness of the infraction.

If the student's permanent record indicates more than one occurrence of cheating or plagiarism, the student may be placed on probation, suspended or expelled by the Dean of Students. 

A student may appeal to the Academic Standards Committee any sanctions employed based on an allegation of dishonesty. Such an appeal must be made within fifteen (15) days after notification is mailed or given to the student.

Important Dates
Sept 5

Labor Day Holiday (no classes)

Oct 14

Last Day to withdraw from the college

Nov 11

Veteran’s Day Holiday (no classes)

Nov 24-5
Thanksgiving Holiday (no classes)

Dec 12-6
Final Exams

Students with Disabilities
Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the college, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation.  For more information, contact Disabled Students Programs and Services at 559-442-8237.

Course Changes
This syllabus, preliminary schedule, and sample grading sheet may change during the course of the semester to better address the class’s needs.  A handout explaining the new expectations will accompany such changes.

Sample Essay Grading Sheet
English 125/Hurst
Essay #


Points:  _______ / 100

Content and Development:  30 possible points

Focus and clarity established in thesis/main idea; overall thesis clearly stated and guides the reader through ideas presented; information provided is relevant; quality of thought is informed, intelligent and aware.

Thorough development/discussion of thesis/main idea using examples, details, original thought; evidence fully supports argument with reason, substance and even imagination; ideas presented are interesting and significant and demonstrate a clear sense of audience; author gains attention of the reader at the beginning and maintains interest through the end.

Organization and Presentation:  30 possible points

Articulation of main points of thesis and internal structure of the essay is logical, coherent, and easy to follow; thesis/main idea is carries through to the end of the essay; introduction and conclusion are fully developed; paragraphs develop progressively.

Paragraphs are well-organized; topic sentences are clear and developed; connections and transitions between paragraphs and ideas are clear; essay shows a clear sense of author’s knowledge of writing conventions.

Use of Language:  30 possible points

Author has a command of style, including diction, sentence variety, appropriateness, voice.

Author exhibits technical control of language, including syntax, punctuation, grammar, spelling, etc.

Supporting Documents:  10 possible points


Prewriting exercises, first draft, workshop responses

________ / 15

________ / 15

________ / 15

________ / 15

________ / 15

________ / 15

________ / 10
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