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English 125: Writing Skills for College

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This syllabus should be considered a contract between me, the instructor, and you, the student. By continuing to take this class you say to me that you understand and agree to the policies set out in this syllabus such as grading policies and procedures, attendance and tardy policies, and policies regarding late work, etc. You will need to keep a copy of this syllabus with you throughout the semester as a reminder of the requirements of the class. You must address any questions or concerns you have to me so you can make the decision if this class is for you.

What We Will Do In This Class

This class serves to prepare one for English 1A and/or meet other certain degree or program requirements for the college.  Since for most people this course is either a stepping stone class for other classes or a refresher course, most of the class is spent working with (re)familiarizing the student with the writing process. This is done mainly through developing, writing, revising and finishing short papers using a variety of different strategies and modes. Also, it aims to teach the student how to fully develop ideas and how to organize those ideas in a logical manner. This class helps the student learn to avoid common writing errors, helps develop reading skills by incorporating model essays and helps the student learn to analyze rhetorical strategies used both while writing and reading. Another aim of the class is to develop critical thinking skills by teaching the student how to decipher meaning, audience, purpose etc. and by teaching the student to see writing as thinking, and to explore and express core ideas about the world he/she lives in.
Course Outcomes and Objectives

By the end of the course you should be able to:

1. Write complete, appropriate, varied English sentences, using coordination, subordination, and modification to clarify meaning.

2. Use punctuation, capitalization, abbreviations, etc., conventionally and spell correctly

3. Differentiate between standard dialects and community dialects and slang, and use dialects appropriately.

4. Use standard dialect noun, verb, and pronoun forms and verb tenses correctly.

5. Write in paragraphs that develop topic sentences with adequate, detailed support.

6. Use various patterns of paragraph development.

7. Initiate and carry though appropriate use of the writing process: recognizing the effect of purpose and audience, discovering topics, selecting and ordering ideas and the evidence to develop the topic, writing and revising, and editing and finishing the paper.

8. Write with coherence and unity, paying attention to reference, agreement, consistency, and transitions.

9. Use basic library sources to find information, and avoid plagiarism in the preparation of a limited paper based on published sources.

10. Use critical thinking skills in writing, with attention to avoiding fallacies, relating structure to ideas, developing logical support for generalizations, following logical orders, and differentiating between statements of fact and opinion.

Required Texts
Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide

Ninth Edition. Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell

The Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage

Third Edition. Beason

Attendance Policy

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This class requires regular attendance. The limit of absences I will allow for the semester is 4 (four). I take attendance EVERY DAY at the beginning of class. Each subsequent absence after you reach four (4) lowers your participation grade by 30%. There are no exceptions. 

Don’t be tardy. If you are more than 10 minutes late to class you will be considered tardy and each tardy you receive counts as one-half (1/2) of an absence. You need to be to class ON TIME. Everyone struggles with parking and getting from job to school and whatnot, but one of your responsibilities as a student in this class is to show up on time so that you do not disturb the class unnecessarily. 

If you miss a scheduled conference you will receive 2 absences as if you had missed class the entire week.

Late Work

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 I absolutely do not take late homework. If you do not have your homework in class with you the day it is due, I will not take it. There are no exceptions to this policy. If you must miss class, you have the option of giving it to a classmate to turn in for you or putting it in my mailbox before 6pm the day it is due. If you know well beforehand that you will be missing class, you may turn work into me early. Otherwise I will not give you credit for any late assignments. This includes any assignments you miss in class.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1As far as the main essays go, I will allow the paper to be ONE class day late. This means you have one extra class day to get the essay to me. If the essay is due on Monday, you have until Wednesday to turn it in. I will not accept your essay after one class day has passed. Also, I will drop the final grade for the essay by one letter grade. There are no exceptions to this policy. 

You should also note that I do not take assignments by email.

Grading Policy

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1You have a 1000 point maximum for the class. The points are distributed in this manner:



Short Essays (8 essays at 50 points each): 40% ---- 400 points



Homework/In Class Writing Assignments: 30% ---- 300 points



Grammar Quizzes 10%   ---- 100 points



Final Project: 10% ---- 100 points



Participation: 10% ---- 100 points

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The final grades are distributed on the following scale:



A= 100%-90% (900-1000 points)



B= 89%-80%   (890-800 points)



C= 79%-70%   (790-700 points)



D= 69%-60%   (699-600 points)



F= 59%-0%      (590-0 points)


Essays

You will be writing several short essays for this class that will be approximately 2-3 pages in length. These essays will correspond with the modes and strategies we will be learning in class. In many cases, you will be workshopping these essays with other members of the class in order to help facilitate the revision process. Each essay is worth 50 points and you will be writing eight of them over the course of the semester. 
Final Project

Your final project will essentially be writing a longer essay of about 5-6 pages that combine the modes and strategies that we have learned over the course of the semester along with a letter explaining how you used the modes etc. in your final essay. You will get much more information on the final project as we work our way through the semester. This project will be worth 100 points.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Homework and Writing Assignments

Since this is a writing class, you can expect to be writing and reading A LOT. Over the course of the semester, you will complete various low-point assignments and small essays. These points are important, and not completing these assignments will greatly affect your final grade. The points will depend on the assignment but will most likely range from 5-15 points each. It is important to note that I prefer homework assignments to be typed. If you do not have regular access to a computer or have a problem accommodating this request, you need to see me.

Participation

This class is very activity and discussion based. Your participation ensures its success. If you miss class or if you do not participate in class while you are there, or if you do not make the effort needed to make the peer workshops work, you will lose these participation points from your overall grade.  






 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Time Commitment

 It is a general rule that for every hour a successful student spends in class, they spend two hours outside of the class preparing for it.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Classroom Behavior
Cheating & Plagiarism:

 The penalty for plagiarism can be automatic failure in the course, and a notification of the circumstances will be sent to the Dean of Students In certain circumstances, students may be dismissed from the college for plagiarism.

 Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work" 

For more information on the University’s policies, refer to the Schedule of Courses (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations). 

Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term ‘cheating’ not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Disruptive Classroom Behavior

"The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained . . . . Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an understanding of the community in which they live. Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class." 
Other things to consider

If, as the semester progresses, I find that people are not doing the assigned reading or the assignments, I may start giving surprise quizzes during class. These cannot be made up and will be averaged into your overall grade.

I assume that by this point and time in your life, you are in college because you want to be. Everything you do is of your own choice and will. You are not required by law to be here. Therefore, you must take your classes and the responsibility of being a college student very seriously. You must be on time, you must do your assignments, and you must participate in your classes. If you don’t, you are not going to make it. It is as simple as that. 

It should also go without saying but I will say it anyway. When you come to class make sure all of your pagers, cell phones etc. are turned off and PUT AWAY. Do not leave class to take a call. If you do decide to do this, DO NOT COME BACK. It is rude and disrespectful.

