Course Title: English 125

Instructor: Mrs. Jan Chalepah

7-

Meeting Time: Tues., Thurs, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Required Materials: Eatterns for College Writing 9th Ed.. By Kirszner, Mandell Last Day to Drop Course: Friday5 October 14, 2005

Course Description: Development of the process of writing, revising, editing, and completing short papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas. Emphasizes avoiding common writing errors; develops reading skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; develops critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas. The course outcome standards, listed on the second page, will also be followed.

Attendance: Attendance is recorded. More than seven absences will cause the student to receive an F in the course unless cleared by the instructor.

Grading Policy: A quarter of the final grade will be based on homework and class participation which consists of exchanging opinions, adding new discussion items, and answering questions. 1-laif of the final grade will be based on written papers. The other quarter of the final grade will be based on exams. The final exam, consisting of an in-class written essay and a grammar skills test, needs to be passed at C grade or higher or the student will not pass the class.

Classroom Expectations: No late papers are accepted unless there is an emergency. Tardiness is a disruption to the class and should only occur due to unavoidable situations. Children are not to attend the class with students. Students are expected to do a great deal of writing. The writing needs to be done in black or blue ink only. Homework may be typed. Students may check with me before or after class if there are questions about individual progress. If an absence occurs, a message can be left with me at 897-0142 or 646-3573.

Holidays: The only holidays that apply to this course are Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11, and Thanksgiving, Thursday, Nov. 24,.

Final Exam Date: Dec. 16, 2005.

Grading Scale: Grades earned in this course will be computed as follows:


Homework/class work
250


Written assignments
500


Test
150


Final
100


Total Points
1,000


Grade: A
Percent: 90
Points: 900


B
80
800


C
70
700


D
60
600


F
59
599

To ~e~eive CREDiT in English 125.8 passing student will be ab~~
•
respond to a prompt quickly and independently

•
write two and a half pages in one to two hours

•
write a three to four-page typed essay in a week

•
prewrite or freewiite constructively to generate ideas

•
generate ideas, opnions, positions, and ultimately a thesis

•
plan and revise an essay fairly independently employ a variety of rhetorics and structures with clear organization

•
include documented use of sources (introduced to MLA style, though probably not independent)

•
write with some sophistication: an introduction will be more than a thesis; a conclusion will be more than a summary; support and development will be ample, though possibly obvious; format will be academic

•
limit granunaticai en’ors to consistent and Common ones (perhaps a problem with comma splices or apostrophes)

•
write simple sentences with simple vocabulary accurately, but he or she may make e~ors in more complex sentences

•
communicate a point clearly with a solid understanding of idiomatic English, though he or she may exhibit an “accent” resulting from a consistent type of ESL error

•
read with good comprehension at the 12th grade Ievel* as a student who passes English 125 is eligible to take our literature and creative writing classes, as well as many general education classes such as history, sociology; and, in English 1A, a student is expected to read independently for subtle meaning and analysis

If a student’s first draft of an essay is so disorganized or so full of en’ors or fallacies that it makes the instructor wonder where to start, the student should spend another semester in English 125.

Capstone for graduation:

•
A passing 2-3 page essay written in class (by hand or on computer) with little or no assistance from instructor

* passing criteria for English 126 is roughly the ability to comprehend a non-fiction text, detennining 1) subject, 2) thesis (main idea expressed clearly with little or no assistance), 3) supporting details (and minor details, repetition, analogy, etc.), and pattern of organization (cause/effect; chain of events; compare/contrast, etc)

IA

English 125 Course Outline

Text: Patterns for Collóge Writing

Week One: Reading to Write

Week Two: The Writing Process

Week Three and Four: Narration

Week Five and Six: Description

Week Seven and Eight: Exemplification

Week Nine and Ten: Process

Week Eleven and Twelve: Cause and Effect

Week Thirteen and Fourteen: Compare and Contrast

Week Fifteen: Definition

Week Sixteen and Seventeen: Argumentation

Week Eighteen: Finals

