Reedley Community College
English 262      Reading Improvement   M-F   1:00-1:50
Instructor: Mrs. J. Sheldon

Fall 2005

Dinuba Campus:   Room 104

The purpose of this course is to help students improve and develop vocabulary and reading comprehension skills.  Students will, also, develop and review as well as practice skills that promote a positive attitude toward both academic and personal reading.

Required Texts:  Ten Steps to Building College Reading Skills   by John Langan

                            A college dictionary

                             Spiral notebook

Requirements of the Class

Attendance:
You are allowed 4 absences.  These absences should be used for illness and/or legitimate emergencies.  Three consecutive absences will force the instructor to assume you are no longer interested in the successful continuation of this class.  Please be on time to class.  Two early departures or tardies will equal one absence.

Coursework: 
Please bring your textbook to every class meeting.  We will work or read in the textbook every day.  Students will be expected to be in class on time to participate in class and to involve themselves in classroom discussions about the workbook and essays.

Course Objectives:

l. To identify contextual clues in order to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.

2. Determine the author’s main idea; locate major and minor supporting details.

3. To recognize patterns of organization and their significance.

4. Identify transitions

5. Identify inferences and conclusions

6. Identify implied main ideas.

7. To determine fact from opinion

8. Identify persuasive pitfalls and rational argument.    

9. Develop paragraph answers to short essay questions.
10.  Locate and identify the author’s central point or thesis statement.

Read two fiction books outside of class; write book reviews for each.

Grades will be determined as follows

Class participation and reading journal                    




10%

Homework (various reading and textbook Assignments)               


 20%
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Quizzes








10%

Book Reviews                                                             


20%
Unit Tests








20%

Final









20%

All work will receive a letter grade based on the following:

90 – 100%    A

80 -    89%    B

70 -    79%    C

60 -     69%   D

