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Understanding Reading, Writing and Grammar
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Catalog Description:    
Integrated skills instruction in intermediate reading, writing and grammar.  Prepares ESL students for ESL 266 courses.
Subject Prerequisites:
        

Use of language other than English as a primary language.  Designated score on ESL placement test, successful completion of ESL 264 and/or counselor/instructor recommendation
Required Use of Technology for Assignments:
You will complete some assignments on the Internet using a web platform, Blackboard.  

Your instructor will teach you how to use it and will give you plenty of practice as a group

before you are assigned homework. You will also be using software to develop listening and speaking skills.
Blackboard:

http://blackboard.reedleycollege.edu 

Login Information:
USERNAME:  your student number

PASSWORD: your student number 

 (The password can be changed once you enter Blackboard by clicking on

  “Personal” on left of first screen)

Required Materials:

	· BLANCHARD (0201619954)
AMERICAN ROOTS
	$25.30
$19.00


	· ANDERSON (0689848919)
FEVER 1793
· FOLSE  (0618271929)
GREAT PARAGRAPHS
	$5.99
                         $4.50
$34.75                       $26.00

	These 3 books are required


	


· An English dictionary (Not required, but highly recommended) 
Course Objectives:

In the process of completing this course, students will use reading, writing, and grammar skills to:

· Read increasingly more complex materials on US history from different sources (fiction and non-fiction)

· Use strategies to recognize vocabulary in context

· Use strategies to increase reading comprehension and speed
· Use reading skills and strategies in content-based and computer-based applications
· Write paragraphs and  compositions in a variety of basic rhetorical styles 

· Develop content, organization and coherence to communicate effectively in written work.

· Use summarizing skills.

· Use content based and word processing applications.

· Recognize and use more complex grammatical structures and sentence patterns applied to editing, error corrections and other skill-based strategies in written work.
In order to pass the course and receive credit (CR), students need at least 70% as total from the following:


Homework 
10%


Reading 
25%


Written work
30%


Quizzes and Exams
20%




    Final Exam
15%
Attendance:




No Class:

· Attendance is recorded

· Students who are absent need 

· to make up work. Check Blackboard!

Drop Deadline: Fri, October 14 (Students will receive a midterm report on Oct. 16    Grades will always be posted in Blackboard.

No Class:




Monday, September 5 (Labor Day)

PRIVATE 
Friday, November 11 (Veterans Day)tc  \l 1 "


Thursday, November 15 (Veterans’ Day)"

Thursday-Saturday, November24-26 (Thanksgiving)

Final (A paragraph based on a reading): Wednesday, December 14, 10-11:50

Note: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (for example, Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the American with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.
Study Plan
	Weeks 1-2, August 15 – August 26 
· Introductions: students, class topics, texts
· “Birth of a Nation” American Roots  2-23

· “What is a Paragraph?” Great Paragraphs 1-27

· Assignments: To be announced in class.
· Paragraph writing:  Describe life in the former colonies in the late 1700s (Some further research might be necessary.  We will do that during lab hours).

	Weeks 7- 8, September 26-October 7

· “Industrialization and the Final Frontier in the Late 1800s” American Roots  72-97

· “Supporting and Concluding Sentences” Great Paragraphs 57-74

· Assignments: To be announced in class.

· Outside reading: Fever 1793, Chaps 9-14
· Paragraph writing: Write a paragraph about one of the topics in. “Industrialization and the Final Frontier in the Late 1800s” American Roots 72-97. DO NOT COPY. Simply write in your own words what you learned about that specific topic.
· Short quiz in Blackboard:
Fever 1793, Chapter 15-18 and class notes.

	Weeks 3- 4, August 29- September 9

Monday, September 5, Labor Day, (No class)
·  “A Growing Nation: The Early 1800s” American Roots  24-49
· “Developing Ideas for Writing a Paragraph” and “The Topic Sentence” Great Paragraphs 28-56
· Assignments: To be announced in class.
· Outside reading: Fever 1793, Chapts 1-3
· Paragraph writing: Write a topic sentence for each of the historical events presented in American Roots. Then choose one to write a paragraph.
· Short quizzes in Blackboard:
- Fever 1793, Chapter 1, “Appendix,” and class notes
           - Vocabulary from American Roots, 1-49

           - Topic sentences
	Weeks 9-10, October 10-21

· “Industrialization and the Final Frontier in the Late 1800s” American Roots  72-97

· “Supporting and Concluding Sentences” Great Paragraphs 57-74

· Assignments: To be announced in class.

· Outside reading: Fever 1793, Chaps 19-21
· Paragraph writing: Write a paragraph about one of the topics in. “Industrialization and the Final Frontier in the Late 1800s” American Roots 72-97. DO NOT COPY. Simply write in your own words what you learned about that specific topic.

· Short quiz in Blackboard:
-  Fever 1793, Chapter 6-7 and class notes.

	Weeks 5-6, September 12-23
·  “A Divided Nation: The Mid 1800s” American Roots  50-71

· “Opinion Paragraphs” Great Paragraphs 146-159

· Assignments: To be announced in class.

· Outside reading: Fever 1793, Chaps 4-8
· Paragraph writing: Write an opinion paragraph about the American (US) Civil War.

· Short quiz in Blackboard:
· Fever 1793, Chapter 2-3 and class notes

	Weeks 11-13, October 24-November 10

PRIVATE Friday, November 11, Veterans Day (No class)
· “A New Century: The First Two Decades” American Roots  98-121

· “Supporting and Concluding Sentences” Great Paragraphs 75-103

· Assignments: To be announced in class.

· Outside reading: Fever 1793, Chaps 22-27
· Paragraph writing: Write a paragraph about one of the social reforms of the beginning of the 20th century

·  Short quiz in Blackboard:
           Fever 1793, Chapter 8-9 and class notes.
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Thursday, November 15 (Veterans’ Day)"


	Weeks 14-15,  November 14-November 24

Thurs-Sat, Nov. 24-26, Thanksgiving, (No class)
· “Prosperity and Depression: The 1920’s and 1930’s” American Roots  122-147

· “Descriptive Paragraphs” Great Paragraphs 122-145

· Assignments: To be announced in class.

· Outside reading: Fever 1793, Complete the reading of the book (Including “Epilogue”)
· Paragraph writing: Write a paragraph about one of the social reforms of the beginning of the 20th century

·  Short quiz in Blackboard:
· Fever 1793, the ending of the book
	Week 16-17, November 28-December 11

· Choose one of the topics of the last three chapters in American Roots, 148-216, to present to the class using PowerPoint.
· “Paragraphs in an Essay: Putting It All Together” Great Paragraphs 178-194

· Assignments: To be announced in class.

· Outside reading: Fever 1793, Complete the reading of the book

· Paragraph writing: Write a book report on Fever 1793. DO NOT COPY. USE YOUR OWN WORDS.


	
	Week 18- FINALS WEEK
ESL 265 Final – 15% of grade
Wednesday, December 14, 10:00-11:50 
Final Exam -- A paragraph based on a reading prompt about a topic in US history.


�





�





Instructor:		Felisa Heller


E-Mail:		� HYPERLINK "mailto:felisa.heller@reedleycollege.edu" ��felisa.heller@reedleycollege.edu� 


Office Hours:	Tuesdays at 4:00 PM, Mondays 


Thursdays at 2:00


Office:		FEM 4C (next to math computer lab)


Voice Mail:		638-0302


 








Monday, September 5 (Labor Day)


�PRIVATE �Friday, November 11 (Veterans Day)�tc  \l 1 "			Thursday, November 15 (Veterans’ Day)"�


Thursday-Saturday, November24-26 


                                  (Thanksgiving)
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