Reedley College



         Art 9 – Beginning Painting (3 units)
Instructor: Brian Jetton 




Syllabus, Fall Semester 2005

Class Hours: TTh 10:00am – 12:50pm



          Room: Art 159

Class Objectives:

This course is an exploration of the creative act of painting using representational, abstract, and non-objective forms. Emphasis is placed on the fundamentals of composition and the ability to handle materials. Students will learn basic color theory, value, line, shape, texture, and techniques including direct paint application, glazing, brush strokes, and impasto. Issues concerning canvas stretching, brush cleaning, mixing glazes and toxicity are addressed. Through lecture and studio practice, students gain introductory skills in painting within the context of an historical perspective.

Required Studio Materials:
Basic set of oils. Basic set of acrylics. Gesso. Basic set of brushes. Odorless mineral spirits. Stretched canvas and watercolor paper. Other materials as needed.

Assignments:









Assignments will consist of a combination of exercises and extended paintings. Still lifes and plein aire paintings may be attempted during the course of the semester. Five critiques during the semester will be used to measure student progress.

Grading:

Each student is given 50 points at the beginning of the semester. Each critique will translate to a score of up to 5 points. There will be one exam worth 5 points. A portfolio of completed works and a one-page abstract will be turned in as your final worth 20 points. Students will lose points for non-attendance (please, see below.)

Attendance:

Any student that misses a critique will lose 8 points (5 points for the critique and 3 points for non-participation; critiques will be announced ahead of time.) There are no excused absences!  You must stay for the whole class period to receive credit. Missed classes must be made up to receive credit. You will be dropped if you miss 2 consecutive weeks or 4 weeks total.

Various Policies:

Campus code requires shoes and shirts be worn at all times. No eating, drinking, smoking, cell-phones, headphones, or beepers are allowed in the classroom (with qualifiers.) No children or pets may ‘sit in.’ A student must complete the entire course (including final) in order to receive a passing grade. If a student is caught cheating, s/he will be dropped from the course, failed, or both. Failure to follow any of the above rules will lower your grade.

