Speech 1:  Public Speaking, Meeting times: M, T, Th 6:00 –8:05pm in BUS 40
Instructor:  Scott Fetterhoff
Phone:  (559) 278-8429

Personal meetings: Appointments may be made to meet on campus before class begins.  I will not have an office on campus so I am flexible with the meeting location.

E-mail (checked more frequently than voice mail):  scottiez@csufresno.edu
Reedley College’s Speech Department website: http://www.reedleycollege.com/academic/Departments/RSESLandFL/speech%20dept/speechweb.htm#2003
Rule #1 – Bring this syllabus with you to every class as it may evolve, as do we.  

Required Texts: 

1. Verderber, R.F. (2003). The challenge of effective speaking (12th ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. ISBN: 0534563856 
-     Some discount book sites online include www.half.com, www.booksamillion.com, 

       and of course if you run a search for discount book sites you’ll get a bunch. 
2. Current APA style information (may be obtained free from the library, on our library’s web page [http://www.reedleycollege.com/library/QuickLookAPA.htm] or online at  

www.apa.org/students/).  Recommended writing style manual listed below. 

Required Materials: 

1. One VHS videotape

Recommended Texts: 

1. The latest version of Diane Hacker’s writing manual, or any current manual describing APA formatting.

2. Motley, M.T. (1997).  Overcoming your fear of public speaking: A proven method. New 

York: Houghton Mifflin.  (This book is an empathic, easy-reading dialogue with the student struggling with public speaking anxiety)

“First learn the meaning of what you say, and then speak.”
Epictetus

“A man (woman) does not know what he (she) is saying until he knows what he is not saying.”

G.K. Chesterton

“Skepticism is a healthy response to a society which takes universalist dogma and the ‘truths’ it yields for granted: ‘To question the self-evidence of a form of experience, knowledge, or power, is to free it for our purposes, to open new possibilities for thought and action.’”

J. Rajchman

“Students must have initiative; they should not be mere imitators.  They must learn to think and act for themselves.”

Cesar Estrada Chavez

“The number one fear in the world is public speaking, number two is death… NUMBER TWO IS DEATH!  That means that at a funeral, you’d be better off in the casket than giving the eulogy.”

Jerry Seinfeld

Course Description:  

Theory and techniques of Public Speaking. Emphasis on the logical organization and composition of informative and persuasive speeches; practice in clearly stating and developing ideas.  Prerequisites: Eligibility for English 1A.  

In our class we will explore public speaking in a democratic society and in a democratic classroom.  We will be given an introduction to a variety of perspectives and approaches used to research, organize, deliver, and evaluate public presentations.  We will engage in individual/group experiences designed to enhance fundamental communication skills—research, organization, reasoning, listening and problem solving—through a series of oral presentations.  Speech 1 fulfills a General Education requirement in oral communication.  (NOTE: It is always best to make an appointment with an academic counselor/advisor to verify requirements and be informed of changes).  This course follows a “knowledge and use paradigm,” therefore students are not graded on effort.  Students will develop a conceptual understanding of public communication principles and concepts and put this knowledge into action through a variety of experiential activities.    

Specific Objectives:

1. Develop skill in public extemporaneous informative and persuasive speaking.

2. Demonstrate skill in the structure and organization of ideas.
3. To use supporting materials effectively and adapt messages to audience characteristics.
4. Develop an understanding of the role of culture/diversity in the production and management of verbal interaction.  
5. To enhance your competency in the production and management of communication behavior in public settings.

6. Develop skill in the criticism of ideas, information, ideology, and of yourself. 

7. Develop your awareness of why and how things happen in the world.

Note to you all:  This course fulfills an “oral communication” requirement, meaning that this is not a class where you can escape speaking in public.  This class will focus heavily on skills in organizing information and on the art and techniques of public presentation (we… well some of us (… think before we speak right?).  When our thoughts are organized in a way we know, practice, and are comfortable with, verbally articulating those thoughts then becomes the easy part.  The freedom to express, discuss, and foster unique and controversial ideas is the beauty of this class.  Public speaking is a common fear across ages, sexes, and cultures.  To this day I am not an exception to this fear!  I am and always will be afraid when walking into a room filled with curious, wondering, questioning eyes glaring at me.  Many of you share this feeling I know.  All it means is that we are human, that we have a pulse, and that we care sincerely about what we say in the world.  Understand that the goal of this class is not to help rid you of this fear.  Hopefully however, it may help you learn to harness it to work for you in a positive way.  I ask that if you are excited about taking responsibility for your own learning, about constructing and/or building on your own views, about taking intellectual and emotional risks, and if while you are here you are willing to adhere to the philosophy that you truly get out of something what you put into it, then we will have a fun, challenging, and enlightening time together.  You are safe here and we all want you to do well.   I promise!   

Assignments:

Quizzes:  8 @ 10 points each

At the end of each week, a quiz will be given.  If you wish, you may drop the one lowest quiz score.
Presentations: 

Cultural Artifact:    25   

        
Informative:            50

        
Persuasive:              75

· Practice is an essential component of these assignments, as Epictetus alluded to above.  It will be obvious when presentations are done without preparation/practice.  Reading a speech from an outline or essay while standing in one place is not a presentation and is unacceptable.  Formal public speaking requires consideration for audience and a connection with them through attention getting, style, vocal/physical emphasis, use of space, and other important factors.
Outlines: 


Cultural Artifact outline:

10 


Informative outline:

20


Persuasive outline:

30 

· Outlines may be used to refer to during presentations, but a copy of a formal outline must be given to the instructor before presenting.  Not having an outline for the instructor means you are not prepared to present.  Students missing outlines will receive a letter grade reduction on the assignment for every class period they are not prepared to present.

Speaker Self-Reflective Evaluation: 2 @ 10 points

· The first and last presentations will be mandatorily videotaped.  If you wish, you may videotape all 3.  The purpose of this assignment is to get a feel for criticizing your own work using a numerical system, which you will be responsible for creating.

Reflection Papers: 2 @ 15 points each

· The purpose of this assignment is to engage in an ongoing criticism and reflection of your 

formal speaking progress, via a short written paper.  These will accompany your numerical evaluations and the discrepancies between these papers and the numerical evaluation will be discussed. 
Discussion Leaders: 2 @ 25 points each

· For this assignment, you will be asked to get into groups and lead class discussions on certain 

sections of the material.  (This does not necessarily mean preparing a two-hour lecture.  This can include exhibiting insightful thoughts and opinions on the material, bringing in visual aids, and engaging the class with provocative questions about the material). 

Presentation Evaluations:  5 @ 5 points each

· Every session there are presentations going on (formal individual presentations and group 

discussion leader sessions) you are expected to attend and evaluate each presentation, based on what we are trying to accomplish in this class.

In & Out-of-class Activities & Journals: 20-30 points

· These points are reserved for in or out-of-class, and group activities (which may include journals, media criticisms, attending city council meetings, etc.).  How many of these we do will depend on the flow of the class.   

Grading Scale: The total number of possible points for the session will be 435-445.

· Scale below is based on 445 total points

· A = 399-445

· B = 354-398

· C = 310-353 

· D = 265-309 

· F = 264 and below

Reading/testing

Not everything on the exams will be covered or discussed in class.  Not everything in your reading assignments will be discussed in class exactly how it is discussed in the reading.  Some items may not be discussed in class at all.  The text is a tool, as will be our class discussion.  Because this is a speech communication class your responsibility is to be familiar with the reading material, be prepared to discuss/ask/listen to questions about it in class/before/after class/in personal meetings/over email, and to make connections you think are important between the reading and in-class discussion.  Your responsibility is to communicate/speak about the material, and there are many different types of ways you can do that.  When you come to class unprepared you do not benefit from that class, nor can others benefit from your insight.  When we cannot have discussion/communication, we cannot have class.

Attendance  

Roll will be taken at each class session.  Students are responsible for keeping track of their own absences, and for actively finding out what they miss in class on their own.  In-class or out-of-class assignments, which require class discussion, cannot be made up, and they may be assigned at any time.  Because this is a highly interactive class requiring constant discussion and feedback, be aware that when you miss, you are more than likely missing a lot.  Late assignments may be accepted at the instructor’s discretion.  Absences can pile up and come back to bite you later on as you all know.     

Classroom Deportment

Students who are asked to drop, or who choose to drop the class bear the responsibility of formally dropping it.  It is not the instructor’s responsibility to administratively drop the student.  Students who do not follow the formal drop process will receive an “F” at the end of the session.  Each student is expected to respect the rights of the other students in the class, and of the instructor.  Students who do not behave in a respectful manner will be asked to leave.  Hateful and/or racist language will not be tolerated.  Cell phones, pagers and other electronic devices must be turned off before coming to class.  The instructor will adhere to Reedley College policies, including those on Drugs and Alcohol, Smoking, and Sexual Harassment.   

Cheating and Plagiarism

All written assignments (outlines and papers) must adhere to APA (American Psychological Association) style.  The instructor will adhere to Reedley College policy on cheating/plagiarism and academic integrity.  Any written assignments that do not credit original sources for all information taken from them will be considered plagiarized.  Any information you get from someone or somewhere else, you must cite.  Straight copying from sources is unacceptable.  Assignments that do not properly cite sources will be handed back, considered late, and not graded until they are properly cited, including outlines, papers, journals, etc. 

Student Rights

So that students are fully aware of their rights and responsibilities, they are encouraged to become familiar with all applicable Reedley College policies, in their catalogs and course schedules.  Students with disabilities should identify themselves to the instructor so that appropriate accommodations can be made.  The instructor will make accommodations as discretely as possible per student requests.  Student athletes who are members of a College-sponsored team are responsible for letting the instructor know immediately of schedule accommodations that need to be made.  The exploration of controversial ideas is an essential component of this class.  It is our responsibility as a class to ensure that is done in a respectful manner.

Technology

Email will be my primary way of contacting and interacting with students, so you will want to get used to “logging on” often if you do not already.  We are not yet at the complete mercy of machines.  Technology breakdown or malfunction is not an acceptable excuse for not getting assignments in on time.  If you are not comfortable with the usage of a particular device (hooking it up, turning it on, using it in a classroom, etc.) I would encourage you to bring it into our classroom ahead of time and practice using it in that space, so as to avoid holding the class up when your time comes to present.  There are options available on campus for students without personal access to computers, email, etc (Library and Open Computer Lab, M-Th 7:30am-7pm, F 7:30am-2pm, closed on weekends).  These times are based on the Fall semester’s hours.  Be sure and check they are the same for summer session.  Always check any equipment you intend to use ahead of time, to avoid these problems.  You do not need to always carry files or assignments on disks if you do not wish to worry about viruses, disk formatting problems, or bad disks.  Be aware that certain difficulties arise when you are trying to work with Macintosh and PCs together.  If you have a web-based email account that accepts attachments you can email assignments to yourself (as Microsoft Word attachments) so they will be available to you to print up from any computer with a web connection.  I do not accept emailed assignments.  If you plan on not being around on a day an assignment is due, it must be in my possession by the end of my time on campus that day.  Students not ready to present on their scheduled day because of a technology breakdown will receive a letter grade reduction on the assignment for every class period they are not prepared.  2-3 minutes will be allotted for preparation time before any presentation.  Students needing more than that should let me know ahead of time.  Due to time constraints, after that 2-3 minutes, we will have to continue on with the next student.

Instructor’s expectations: 

1) Respect for yourselves and each other, 2) Active participation with the material (this includes sharing your insight with the class or with me personally via written questions or requests regarding the material you’d like to be addressed in class), 3) Preparation, 4) Support, 5) Self-development.  Maintain your integrity while you are here.  Not all college courses please everybody all the time.  The point is to find something positive for you personally in every experience while you are here.

Daily Schedule (Subject to change as deemed appropriate by our class)

“Bad planning on your part does not automatically constitute a bad emergency on my part.”

Unknown
	Day
	Topic
	Reading/Activity/Assignment

NOTE: Readings listed in this column are to be done prior to coming to class.

	6/14
	Course introduction 

“Audience” information sheets and Icebreakers

Student expectations of instructor/class
	

	6/15
	Introductions 

Empowerment

Audience-centeredness

Communication Model

Handout: Culture Iceberg

Handout: Free Speech Questionnaire

Handout: Stereotypes – Taco Bell and Latino Stereotypes
	1

	6/17
	Diversity and Identity

Ethics

How free is too free?

Assign Cultural Artifact Presentation

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING TO KNOW WHEN CHOOSING A TOPIC IS…
Handout: Richmond & McCroskey, Misconceptions About Communication

Quiz #1
	1



	6/21
	 Personal Report of Public Speaking Anxiety (Motley)

Communication Apprehension

Using your voice as a tool - Jabberwocky

Fillers and Pauses “Yuk!” – speaking activity

Handout: Basso – Western Apache culture
	2

10



	6/22
	Ethical listening

Listening to silence (Basso)

Audience Adaptation

Handout: Thesis Statements
	3

5

	6/24
	Brainstorming a topic

Scrambled Outline

Outlining Intro and Conclusion

Quiz #2
	4

8

	6/28
	Note-taking guidelines for presentations

Cultural Artifact Presentations
	

	6/29
	Cultural Artifact Presentations 
	

	7/1
	Cultural Artifact Presentations
Handout: Argumentation, debate, contentions, assertions

Handout: Freedom of Speech Websites

Quiz #3
	

	7/5
	Assign Informative Presentations

Researching a topic

Evaluating Information

Citing Sources

Assign Discussion Leaders (Groups)
	6

	7/6
	Outlining the Body

Recipe and manuscript speech no-no’s

Assign Self Evaluation #1 (email to me by midnight on Sun 7/11)
	7

	7/8
	Visual presentation aids (Bag-o-tricks)

Delivery
Quiz #4
	9

11

	7/12
	Discussion Leaders

Assign Reflection Paper #1 (due class period after you present)
	

	7/13
	Note-taking guidelines

Informative Presentations
	

	7/15
	Informative Presentations

Quiz #5
	

	7/19
	Informative Presentations
	

	7/20
	Assign Persuasive Presentations

Persuasive Principles

Revisit chapter 10

Handout: Lull and Engel
	10

	7/22
	Assign Self-Evaluation #2 (email to me by midnight on Wed 7/28)

Revisit chapter 11

Fallacies

Hegemony and ideology

Voices of power – Assign Ethnologue and Handouts: MLK, Chavez

Quiz #6
	11

14



	7/26
	The Power of Language (MLK, Chavez, and others…)
	

	7/27
	Discussion Leaders

 
	

	7/29
	Discussion Leaders

Assign Reflection paper #2 (due class period after you present – presenters on last day may email papers to me the next day)

Quiz #7
	

	8/2
	Note-taking guidelines

Persuasive Presentations
	(“Luck is when preparation meets opportunity.”
Fresno State Women’s Basketball Coach – Stacy Johnson Klein)

	8/3
	Persuasive Presentations
	

	8/5
	Persuasive Presentations

Quiz #8
	


