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ABOUT THIS COURSE: American Government and related institutions are emphasized in a proactive learning environment. Also included are components of California State government, public policy and topics of regional importance. This course is also intended to help you develop a better understanding of your nation by examining the fascinating social, economic and cultural changes that have taken place since America’s founding. Subject Advisory: Eligibility for English 1A. This course meets the transfer requirements for California State University and University of California.

WHERE & WHEN?: Reedley College, FEM 4, Daily, 8:00-9:30 a.m. 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO EARN A “C” OR BETTER IN THIS COURSE? 

1. You must be able to read and comprehend a college-level text relating to the lectures and class discussions.

2. You must be able to read political commentaries and determine the intent of the author.

3. You must be able to understand basic terminology and concepts contained within the text.

4. You must be able to write such that you can organize concepts coherently and present ideas in a methodical fashion. 

5. You must be able to analyze and evaluate significant political views in writing with clarity and proper grammar.

6. You must be prepared to contribute to class discussions.

Additionally, in this course, the better students tend to be: 

a) open-minded and able to look at familiar concepts in new ways; 

b) willing to question the common assumptions about American political culture that the masses seem to accept blindly; and 

c) persistent enough to think their way through their own conclusions. 

In this course, the emphasis is on reading, college-level writing, critical thinking and personal responsibility. Beyond successful completion of the course material, other important goals include the strong desire to help you become more competitive at higher academic levels and in the job market. Just as professionals must be on time, be prepared and keep absences to a minimum, in this course, you are expected to do the same.  We are scheduled to cover twelve chapters in only six weeks. All responsibility for meeting the course requirements is strictly yours.

GRADING SCALE: 100-90 =A; 89-80 =B; 79-70 =C; 69-60 =D; 59 & below =F.
TEXT:  Keeping the Republic: Power and Citizenship in American Politics with California Government.  [Barbour, Korey; Houghton Mifflin.] Supplemental readings will also be assigned from noted historical figures, famous (and not-so-famous) authors, national and local newspapers and other sources, as needed. Please bring the text to each class meeting along with this syllabus and course schedule. All reading assignments must be completed prior to attending class. The readings and the lectures are designed to complement one another and not to replace them.  Some material covered in the lectures will be covered in the text: conversely, some information in the text may not be addressed directly in class due to the short-term nature of this course. In testing situations, students will be responsible for all assigned materials. Asking questions frequently and participating in class discussions often results in both greater academic awareness and higher exam scores.  

EXAMS (100% OF FINAL GRADE): There will be a total of four exams, including the Final exam. Percentages of final course grade: Exam One=20%, Exams Two, Three=25% each, Final Exam=30%. Each exam will consist of multiple-choice questions. Please bring a SCANTRON 882 to each exam along with a no. 2 pencil.  You will also have a take-home writing assignment due on the day of each exam. No late assignments will be accepted. Failure to submit a writing assignment will result in a twenty-point penalty. 

Each exam will be worth a total of 100 points. Each take-home writing assignment will be worth 20 exam points. Each multiple-choice portion will be worth 80 exam points. You are expected to write with college level skill, which includes proper grammar and spelling. 

*You cannot pass this course on multiple-choice scores alone. Non-graded make-up assignments will be required of those students who fail to submit one or more take-home writing assignments. The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all students have accomplished an equivalent amount of writing in order to earn their three units for this course. 

ETHICS: Cheating, plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty whatsoever will result in a) a failing grade for the assignment in question and b) any and all penalties set forth in the rules of this college. 
WHAT IF I MISS AN EXAM? You are expected to take exams at the regularly scheduled times. The only conditions for which a make-up exam will be given are as follows: 1) Prior instructor approval or 

2) A well-documented, actual emergency (Medical, legal, job-related, etc.). Missing an exam without meeting either above condition will result in a zero grade. Moreover, all make-up exams for summer session must be taken within 24 hours of the original exam date and no make-ups will be given beyond that time period. There will be no exceptions to these rules. Standard documentation for an actual emergency can include, but is not limited to, employer’s notes, doctor’s notes, jury summons, military orders, etc. 

DOES ATTENDANCE COUNT?  Roll will be taken at each class session. You are advised to take this course only if you intend to attend class regularly. Violation of the attendance limit will result in a failing course grade. Students are permitted to miss no more than six hours of class instruction (four class sessions) and two latenesses equal one absence, regardless of class hours missed.  So if your lifestyle is over-committed, it is strongly suggested that you take the full-term course instead. No grade of "Incomplete" will be given absent a treating doctor's certification that you were medically unable to complete the course. The last day to drop will be posted at the first class meeting. 

You will receive a course schedule with daily chapter topics and exam dates (subject to change). It is your responsibility to be aware of each day's reading assignment. It is also your responsibility to know what happened in class if you were absent. Please have two or more students to check with that can provide the information you missed. If you encounter difficulties with attendance, it is your responsibility to contact me regarding possible alternative arrangements. For an absence to be excused, you must provide proper documentation. Otherwise, it counts against the absence limit. Please do not leave class early without permission as this will result in an unexcused absence. Be prepared to stay for the full class period. To avoid point deductions, all cellular phones, pagers, beepers, or any other device capable of distracting the class must be turned off. 

ARE ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES?   If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me during the first week of instruction. 
WHAT IF I AM NOT COMFORTABLE WITH SPEAKING IN CLASS? You will never be asked to deliver a speech of any kind. You will, however, be called upon sometimes to exhibit briefly your knowledge of the subject matter contained within the assigned readings. So be prepared for each class meeting. Your personal opinions on political and social issues are strictly voluntary. If you participate regularly in class, you have a distinct advantage. If you participate regularly and your average is 57-59, 67-69, 77-79 or 87-89, you will receive the higher final course grade. For example, if your average is 87-89, you will receive an “A” based on your regular class participation. Otherwise, your final course grade will be based on the regular grade scale provided above. 

IF I TAKE ALL THE EXAMS AND SHOW UP REGULARLY, CAN I COUNT ON A PASSING GRADE?  In a word, no. The fact is, although the standard American Government course is four months long, we have but six short weeks to master an equivalent amount of material. Political Science is a body of knowledge that takes time and effort to acquire and should be taught and learned at a level equivalent to that of courses offered at University of California and California State University campuses. For this reason, passing grades are not a given in this course.  And they must not be. Grade inflation often renders earnest but unsuspecting students unable to compete at higher academic levels. Above all else, your academic future and competitive standing in the workplace are my greatest concerns. In this course, strengthened levels of academic achievement, awareness and personal confidence are attained through self-discipline, reading and writing competency and critical thinking. 

To that end, writing skills are emphasized in this course for a very important reason. Well-educated, literate employees are necessary to perform today’s higher-paying jobs. Yet the ability to compose a straightforward paragraph is becoming rarer among the general population and separates those who are literate from those who are not. So the more proficient you become with the English language, the higher the odds that you will graduate and the greater the likelihood that you will rise above your less-prepared competition in the job market. If necessary, you are encouraged to seek tutorial services or enroll in a writing course to compete successfully. For best results, students who are repeaters or are in need of assistance with reading comprehension, writing skills and/or language fluency are strongly encouraged to enroll in my Fall semester, full-term course instead. 

HOW DO I GET INDIVIDUAL HELP? It is very important to me to be available to my students. However, I rarely take class time to deal with individual problems or questions that are unrelated to the course material. Unless it is an emergency, you should understand that privacy concerns require that I not discuss your personal business in public. So I will be glad to meet with you personally on campus before or after class or via phone or e-mail instead. Alternatively, please write me a note explaining your situation and tell me what it is you would like me to do about it. 
Welcome to Political Science 2. I look forward to working with each of you.
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COURSE SCHEDULE

JUNE

28 Introduction to Political Science, Adds/Drops.

29 Chapter 1: Politics: Who Gets What, When and How

30 Ch. 1 (Cont.)

JULY

1 Ch. 2: American Citizens and Political Culture

2 Ch. 2 (Cont.)

5 Independence Day observed—no classes held.

6 Ch. 3: Politics of the American Founding/Declaration of Independence

7 Ch. 3 (Cont.)

8 Exam One (15%)

9 Ch. 4: The Constitution

12 Ch. 4  (Cont.)

13 Ch. 5: Fundamental American Liberties 

14 Ch. 5 (Cont.)

15 Ch. 6: The Struggle for Equal Rights

16 Ch. 6 (Cont.)

19 Exam Two (20%)

20 Ch. 7: Congress

21 Ch. 7 (Cont.)

22 Ch. 8: The Presidency

23 Ch. 8 (Cont.)

26 Ch. 10: The American Legal System and the Courts

27 Ch. 10 (Cont.)

28 Exam Three (20%)

29 Ch. 12: Political Parties

30 NO LECTURE-STAY HOME!

AUGUST

2 Ch. 12: (Cont.)

3 Ch. 14: Voting, Campaigns and Elections

4 Ch. 14: (Cont.) + Ch. 16: Domestic Policy 

5 Ch. 16 (Cont.) + Final Exam Review

6 Final Exam (25%)

(*Please note: All chapter assignments and exam dates are subject to change.)
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GRADING SCALE FOR TAKE-HOME WRITING ASSIGNMENTS  


The following grading scale clarifies and explains how your take-home writing assignments will be evaluated. For best results, please read this information while preparing your assignment.

18-20 points: The student communicates reflectively and critically in an exemplary manner. The student exhibits a sophisticated understanding of the key terms and concepts from the text and lectures. The student exhibits mastery of standard English with very few or no errors in mechanics, usage and spelling along with varied, sophisticated sentence structure.  The student is an exemplary problem solver who can identify, organize, analyze and assess information received in a sophisticated manner.

14-17 points: The student communicates reflectively and critically in a commendable manner. The student exhibits a clear understanding of the key terms and concepts from the text and lectures. The student exhibits a command of standard English with few errors in mechanics, usage and spelling and employs some variety in sentence structure.  The student is a commendable problem solver who can identify, organize, analyze and assess information received in a mature manner.

10-13 points: The student communicates reflectively and critically in a capable manner. The student exhibits a general understanding of the key terms and concepts from the text and lectures. The student is somewhat lacking in conventions of standard English with some errors in mechanics, usage and spelling.  The student is a capable problem solver who can identify, organize, analyze and assess information received in a satisfactory manner.

Less than 10 points: A low scoring assignment can have several justifications. 

1. The student communicates reflectively and critically in a limited or poor manner.  

2. The student exhibits little understanding of the key terms and concepts from the text and lectures. 
3. The student fails to address the assigned topic directly and/or writes less than the  specified number of pages assigned. 
4. The student demonstrates a lack of control of standard English, serious errors in mechanics, usage and spelling along with little evidence of variety in sentence structure or weak sentence structure.  

5. The student is a limited problem solver who has difficulty identifying, organizing, analyzing and assessing information.

