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Course Description

This critical thinking course will enhance your reading, writing, and thinking skills. You will learn the tools of a logical thinker and apply this newfound knowledge to the current debates of today. You will study the writing of others, identifying the strengths and weaknesses of their arguments. In turn, you will learn how to develop your own concrete and convincing arguments. 

Required texts:

Current Issues and Enduring Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking, and Argument, with Readings, Sylvan Barnett and Hugo Bedau

Course Policies

Attendance:

Class discussions and in-class assignments make up a large part of the class structure. Therefore, attending class is essential. Two absences will be allowed without penalty. Three to four absences will result in a loss of participation points. More than four absences will result in automatic failure of the course. 

Grading:

Your final grade will be determined by the quality of work and the level of participation exhibited in class. The five essays combined will account for approximately 80% of your grade. The remaining 20% of your final grade will be determined by participation, journal work, and short in-class/out-of-class assignments. 

Late papers will be accepted. However, your grade on the paper will be dropped a half a grade for every day that it is late.

Important Assignments 

Essay #1

Analysis Essay—analyzing one’s argument, identifying the thesis, characterizing the tone, and recognizing the author’s method of argument

Essay #2

In-Depth Analysis Essay—a more comprehensive analysis of one’s argument, identifying the above criteria, and evaluating the strength of claims and evidence

Essay #3

Toulmin Argument Essay—providing a claim that is well supported with solid and convincing warrants and evidence

Essay #4

Toulmin Argument Essay 2—similar to the above assignment, but will require extensive research to support claims

Essay #5

Synthesis Essay— providing a stance that serves as a compromise between two opposing sides of a current argument

Instructor’s Note: The instructor reserves the right to make any changes to the syllabus as deemed necessary or appropriate.

