Lane
English 125  College Writing
Fall 2003


Instructor:
Denice Lane

Email:

denicelane@scccd.org
Office hours:
by appointment only—before class

Course #:
78270

Units:

3

Days/Times/Rooms:
M, TH
/ 6:00-8:50 p.m./INC 4




T/ 6:00-8:50 p.m./INC 1

Required course materials:


· Patterns for College Writing:  A Rhetorical Reader and Guide 8th ed., Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell, Eds.

· A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage 2nd ed., Larry Beason and Mark Lester

· Internet access

· Email account

· Word processor (computer) or typewriter access

· College Ruled paper/notebook

· Computer Disk 

**Last day to DROP this course is Thursday July 8, 2004

Course description:

English 125 focuses on writing as a process that includes a command of basic grammar skills. This course helps students to move from basic writing to a form-based, academic-type writing that requires students to think more analytically of their own writing and the writing of others. 

Grading:

Students will earn a letter grade for this course, unless a credit/no credit option is chosen. (See an academic counselor).

Essays

You will be writing five different types of essays, each based on a different organizational/idea pattern. For each of these essays you will give and receive three peer reviews before turning-in a final draft. These essays will be worth 200 points each, and the peer reviews will be worth 25 points each, making each essay really worth a total of 275 points.

At the end of this session, you will begin a research based writing project worth 500 points, not including the peer reviews, which will be worth 50 points for this project.

Grammar
The grammar component of this course will be broken down into three parts:  Lecture/Notes, Homework/In-class Exercises, and Quizzes. The grammar quizzes will be worth 15-20 points each.

Participation

Each class hour is roughly the equivalent of a regular-semester day of class (which is normally 75 minutes vs. the normal 50 minute class session), which means that attendance and participation will be graded on a per hour basis of five points or 15 points per day of class.

Reading Journal

You will be required to keep a weekly reading journal based upon your questions, thoughts, reactions, and analyses of assigned class readings from the Patterns text. Each entry is worth 20 points (one entry per required reading selection—there will be more than one entry per week).

This grading scale and format may adjusted at any time according to the pace and growth of student learning. In other words, the assignments are subject to change as needed. Letter grades will be determined according to a standard percentage scale where an A is valued at 90 – 100 percent of the total points available, and a B is worth 80-89 percent, and so on and so forth.

*Food for thought:  Though you may have the ability of an ‘A’ student, unless you apply yourself as an ‘A’ student does in all aspects of being a student, then you will not earn that ‘A’ grade. Earn your points—I don’t give them!

Classroom/Instructor Policies:

· Students who are absent more than two times/or six hours will be dropped from this class.

· Students are to keep track of their own grades.

· Students must come to class prepared to participate.

· Students are to come to class with a positive attitude and a willingness to learn.

· NO late homework (beyond the day it is due) will be accepted.

· If a student is sick or incapacitated, homework will be accepted on time via email attachment, provided that the document file is in Microsoft Word. Do not send ZIP files.

· Always notify instructor of special circumstances that always seem to arrive during a semester—just because you’re a student doesn’t mean that life stops. Life is ever-changing, so you must change your habits and lifestyle to meet the demands of college life. In other words, sleep less, drink more caffeine, and get your homework done no matter what!

