Spanish 2: High-beginning Spanish
MTWThF 12:00 - 12:50; POR 1, Schedule # 50960
Spring semester 2004

Professor: Maribel Cabrera
Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3807 Email: cabrelunamaribe@aol.com

Course Description (catalog):
Prerequisite: Spanish 1 or permission of instructor. Second semester of conversational and written Spanish. Not open to those with two years or more of high school Spanish credit.

Course Description (for this particular section):
Spanish 2 is a continuation in understanding, speaking, reading, and writing Spanish at an intermediate level. This course stresses communication skills in Spanish. Much of the practice
work will be done in pairs or groups. It is also useful for students interested in bilingual education or any field which involves speaking Spanish. By the end of the semester, you will
have studied the past tense, commands, future, and subjunctive, among other important
concepts in Spanish. In the process, you will learn certain cultural aspects. It is assumed that
you are in this class because you want to learn how to communicate in Spanish, and the only
way to success is to be in class everyday to participate. You will be surprised at how many
communicative skills you will acquire!

Specific Course Goals and Objectives:
1. To develop "survival" oral and written skills.
2. To develop a sensitivity to differences and similarities in cultural issues.
3. To be able, by the end of the semester to:
a) Describe what is happening when shown a drawing.
b) Discuss experiences, health and other topics using appropriate vocabulary.
c) Interview other students to find out their experiences.
d) Use appropriate "functional" vocabulary to express doubt, uncertainty,
sympathy, hesitation, etc.
To acquire these goals, the course must focus on using Spanish as much as possible for classroom interaction. Beginning and intermediate students can expect to hear and speak Spanish 70 - 80% of the time.

Method of instruction:
Since the course stresses communication skills in Spanish, much of the practice work will be done in pairs (as mentioned before). Every effort will be made to make this class student-centered. That is, an activity will be modeled, then you will work in pairs or small groups to assimilate the vocabulary and structures under consideration. You should make every effort to speak only Spanish and to prepare for classroom learning activities.

Text and materials: Required!
1. Text & Workbook: DOS MUNDOS by Terrel, Andrade, Egasse & Muñox.
McGraww Hill, Inc. New York, 5th edition, 2002. (We will cover the second half of the text,
that is, chapters: 8-15).
2. Spanish / English dictionary.
3. Small stapler, red ink pens to self-correct H.W., a three ring/ 2" binder to keep materials
provided by/to instructor, (la señora Cabrera loves organization).

GRADING
Your grade in this class depends on your production and the quality of your work, not on how much you know when you enter the class; believe me, 50% or more of the students who know little Spanish end up with a B or A, but a 50% or more of the students who know or think they know a lot of Spanish end up with a C or even a D. Why? because your final grade will be a reflection of your daily class participation and attendance, daily preparation (i.e. homework), performance on tests, quizzes, oral assessment, and the final exam, not only on how much you already know.

Your grade will be based upon a number of points you will have earned, taken as a percentage of points possible, then measured against the following scale:
90-100%=A   80-89%=B  70-79%=C   60-69%=D   below 60%=F

6 major tests (50 points each/ lowest one will be dropped) 300 points_________________
Final Exam 100 points_________________
Homework (workbook & other tasks) 200 points_________________
Quizzes 100 points_________________
Oral Performance (oral situations) 100 points_________________
Attendance 100 points_________________
Class participation (i.e. being on task when asked) 100 points_________________

A=900-1000   B=800-899   C=700-799   D=600-699    F=599 and below 

TESTS (300 points): There will be a written test on each chapter in the textbook. Six chapter tests will be given, but your lowest one can be dropped, then you double the second lowest one. NO MAKE=UP TESTS, if for any reason you miss a test, call it your lowest one, but it is always better to have where to choose from if you take them all.

FINAL EXAM (100 points): The final exam is mandatory, it will cover chapters 14 and 15 (unless I change that).

HOMEWORK (200 points): You will be assigned homework almost everyday, however, it will be collected every one ore two weeks. The whole chapter homework is due on test days. Each chapter H.W. will be worth about 25 points. OJO: don't wait until the day of the exam to do your daily H.W., that doesn't help; besides, the instructor will cal some of you to see your H.W. at any time, and points will be taken off from this section if you are not completing it as it is assigned (everyday). Finally, when you turn in your H.W., your instructor expects to see red ink corrections, after you try by yourself, check your answers from the "answer key" at the end of the workbook, cheating doesn't hurt me, but it doesn't help you either, try them with out looking first.

QUIZZES (100 points): Quizzes are not announced in advance. Be prepared! At the beginning of each chapter, most of the times, expect a quiz on the chapter vocabulary section. NO MAKE-UP QUIZZES AT ALL.

ORAL PERFORMANCE (100 points): Pair or group mini-presentations (descriptions / discussions) called "oral situations" will be given on topics or pictures assigned. They could be done in front of the whole class or the instructor only. (We will talk about this section before we start them).

ATTENDANCE (100 points): You can earn up to 100 points just for being present everyday in class. However, you have four free absences with no penalty. After your fourth free-absence, you will loose 20 points for each absence. Two tardy or early dismissals make one absence; check with me if you are late at the end of class, you probably were marked absent. OJO: for each not missed class of your free ones, you may get 10 points of extra credit applied to your final grade. A student who is continuously absent for two weeks, will be dropped by the instructor.

CLASS PARTICIPATION (100 points): Students who are always on task (who answer, read, participate when asked), who follow instructions, and respect everybody, could receive up to 100 points in this section. However, the instructor has the right to take points off from this section when necessary.

MISCELLANEOUS:
· Courtesy, good attitude, and consideration of fellow classmates and instructor are to be observed.   ¤
· Cheating and disruptive behavior are intolerable in an academic environment and may result 
in an automatic F and / or dismissal from class.   6


FINAL EXAM DATE: Friday, May 21 2004 from 10:30 - 12:30 p.m.

** The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus as necessary. All changes will be communicated to students.
