
Psychology 2 – General Psychology / Spring 2004
(MWF -- 10:00-10:50  /  MWF -- 12:00-12:50  /  TTH -- 11:00-12:15)
	 Instructor:  Lacy Barnes-Mileham    Office:  Forum Bld. Rm. 7      Phone:  638-3641 ext. 3220
Office hours: MW (11:00-11:50 & 1:00-1:50) & TH (10:00-10:50)      Email: lacy.barnes@reedleycollege.edu
 TEXTBOOK:  Weiten, Wayne (2002) Psychology: Themes and Variations.  5th ed., briefer version.  
                           Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.

 CD-ROM:  Weiten, Wayne (2003) PsykTrek 2.0: A Multimedia Introduction to Psychology.  
                      Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.


· COURSE DESCRIPTION
General Psychology introduces students to a broad range of psychological topics and terminology, theorists and theories, research methods, and major problems of the discipline itself. Topics include but are not limited to the biological basis of behavior, sensation and perception, consciousness, memory and learning, developmental processes, psychological disorder and treatment.

· LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Students will:

· Learn to evaluate psychological data using the concepts, theories and methods developed from an empirical, scientific perspective.

· Develop skills of “skeptical inquiry” when evaluating theories and explanations of individual behavior.

· Have the ability to identify similarities and differences of psychological theories to those of other related fields and disciplines.

· Develop an intellectual curiosity and appreciation for their own existence and their dependency on others and their environment.

· EVALUATION CRITERIA
Your final evaluation in the class will be based on the following criteria and grading scale:

1. Attendance and Participation
  75 pts.  (approx.  10.0%)
675 - 750 pts.   (90.0  -100.0%)   =  A

2. Computer Simulation Completion
  90 pts.  (approx.  12.0%)
600 - 674 pts.   (80.0  -  89.9 %)  =  B

3. Computer Simulation Write-Ups
  80 pts.  (approx.  10.7%)
510 - 599 pts.   (68.0  -  79.9 %)  =  C
4. Computer Homework Assignments
  80 pts.  (approx.  10.7%)
435 - 509 pts.   (58.0  -  67.9 %)  =  D
5. Exams
300 pts.  (approx.  40.0%)
000 - 434 pts.   (00.0  -  57.9 %)  =  F
6. Final Comprehensive Exam
125 pts.  (approx.  16.6%)
    

                 

                   ----------------------------------




          

                      750 pts.                100.0%

Course grades will be based on the total number of points obtained as a percent of the total points possible.
· ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION
Attendance is one measure of participation and attending regularly will increase your opportunity to participate, thus increasing your likelihood of success in the course. Approximately 10.0% (or 75 points) of your final grade is earned through participation.

College policy allows the instructor to drop a student who has missed more than two weeks of class (6 meetings in MWF class, 4 in TTH). For this course, I have determined that students who miss THREE WEEKS of class or more [that is, NINE (9) meetings in the MWF classes and SIX (6) in TTH class] before the MARCH 12th drop date will be dropped from the class for nonattendance. 
All absences before the MARCH 12th drop date will result in a 1.67 points LOSS (2.5 points LOSS for TTH class). Absences occurring after the MARCH 12th drop date will result in a LOSS of 4 points (6 points for TTH class) PER absence. Please be advised that students CAN (and will) lose more than the 75 points allotted for attendance if warranted by their absences.

	When students know that they will be unable to attend class, FOR ANY REASON AT ALL (excused or unexcused), they must read and summarize “in writing” the material missed to excuse the absence and regain the points loss. 
· Student may choose either to complete this assignment in “paragraph” and/or “partial sentence outline” form. The format that best suits the student’s learning style should be the one chosen.
· This assignment is due ONE (1) week from the assigned date (which corresponds to the student’s return date to campus), or the absence will NOT be cleared! 

· NOTE: This due date DOES NOT CHANGE even if you are absent!!

· MWF students can make-up a maximum of TWELVE (12) absences, TTH students can make up a maximum of EIGHT (8) for the semester.  
 It is the complete RESPONSIBILITY of the STUDENT to CLEAR ABSENCES!!


This assignment will be offered at the discretion of the instructor.  Please note that there MAY be some class sessions that CANNOT be made up; in these cases, the absence will remain an absence.
· COMPUTER SIMULATION COMPLETION
To allow for students to interactively explore psychological phenomena in more depth through a “hands on” approach, they will be required to complete NINE (9) of the TEN simulations from the Psyk.Trek 2.0 CD (PINK face of the cube) that accompanies the textbook. Completion of these assignments will range from 10 to 20 minutes each.
· Students will be REQUIRED to EMAIL their results to the instructor by each specific due date.
· Students should enter the following information at LOG-IN for EACH simulation emailed!! 
· NAME, CLASS TIME, SEAT NUMBER/letter & DATE  simulation completed
· Students will use the following email address: lacy.barnes@reedleycollege.edu 

· For specific simulations to be completed and their respective due dates see syllabus pages 5 & 6.

While the computer program is not terribly complicated, I HIGHLY SUGGEST that you play with the CD as quickly as possible to make yourselves comfortable and familiar with its workings to overcome any difficulties early in the semester.

For those students without computer access at home, I have put several copies of the CD on reserve at the library. Students in this category will need to arrange their schedules so as to have an opportunity to complete these assignments before the due dates.  
· COMPUTER SIMULATION WRITE-UPS
You will be required to summarize in writing, TWO (2) of the NINE simulations mentioned above that you complete. These summaries will be BRIEF experiential responses to your activities of completing the simulations; part of your write-up should include a summary of “your” collected data. Brief is defined as between 600 – 800 words per response (i.e. 1-2 typewritten pages). A handout detailing this assignment will be given out at a later date.
· COMPUTER HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS
You will be required to turn in several computer “printouts” that will contribute to your homework grade. These assignments will provide an opportunity to interactively QUIZ yourselves on the material presented both in the text and in lectures; more importantly, they will assist you in studying for exams. These assignments will also be completed from the Psyk.Trek 2.0​ computer disk that accompanies your textbook.
	ALL printouts turned in MUST include the following COMPUTER GENERATED information: 
· 1) NAME   2) CLASS DAYS/TIME   and   3) SEAT NUMBER (& LETTER)
· These PRINTOUTS are due IN-CLASS on EXAM day.  NO late printouts accepted!


· EXAMS
There will be a total of FIVE (5) semester examinations consisting of many or all of the following: Multiple choice, fill-in, matching, true-false and short answer questions. Please note: This number does NOT include the Final Comprehensive Exam. 
Students are expected to be present and prepared to take the exams on the scheduled exam days. If there is a conflict with a scheduled exam date, it is the responsibility of the student to NOTIFY the instructor AT LEAST ONE (1) WEEK IN ADVANCE (when possible), so that alternative arrangements can be made; in this case, the exam will be completed before the scheduled exam.
	· Students’ LOWEST EXAM score will be DROPPED from their overall grade.
· Given the above stipulation, it should be clear that:
·  THERE WILL BE NO MAKEUP EXAMS GIVEN!! 
· Said differently, if a student misses an exam—for whatever reason—and DOES NOT pre-notify the instructor, the student WILL NOT be allowed to make-up an exam!!


· FINAL COMPREHENSIVE EXAM 
The final exam will consist of multiple choice questions including all topics and materials covered during the semester. Final exam questions will be taken verbatim (word for word) from the Practice Tests at the end of each chapter that we cover in class from the Weiten (2002) textbook.

	This Final Exam score CANNOT be the exam score DROPPED from the overall grade. 
· ALL students MUST take THE FINAL EXAM to receive a passing grade in the course (regardless of points earned).


Final Examination Schedule
Note the differences in START times!!
· MWF (10:00 - 10:50 am) class’ final is Mon., May 17th from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm
· MWF (12:00 - 12:50 am) class’ final is Fri., May 21st from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm
· TTH (11:00 - 12:15 am) class’ final is Thurs., May 20th from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm
Demonstrating satisfactory progress 

Completing the assigned readings and homework assignments will prepare students for in class discussions; further, these efforts will assist students demonstrate their knowledge of the course material on examinations. If students have earned less than 40% of the total points possible by the 9th week of instruction, their successful completion of the course with a C or better may be numerically impossible. Students will be informed of their class standing and advised to seek counseling either with me or counseling services to discuss their current status and all possible options to ensure their successful program matriculation.

Cheating and Plagiarism 

Reedley College has a written policy on cheating and plagiarism, which includes specific steps that WILL BE TAKEN in the event that an incident of cheating or plagiarism is suspected.

· Cheating is defined as the willful and intentional practice of fraudulent and deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit.  This definition is not limited to examination situations only; it also includes any and all behavior by you, which is intended to gain an unearned academic advantage. 

· Plagiarism is identified as a specific form of fraudulent and deceptive act which consists of the willful and intentional misuse of published works of another by representing the material so used, as one’s own work.

· MATERIAL TO BE COVERED ON EACH EXAM, SIMULATION & WRITE-UP DUE DATES
EXAM #1  (  Tentatively Week 3

Chapter     1
--   The Evolution of Psychology


Chapter     2
--   The Research Enterprise in Psychology

Appendix  B
--   Statistical Methods
NO SIMULATION FOR THE FIRST EXAM

EXAM #2  (  Tentatively Week 7

Chapter     3
--   The Biological Bases of Behavior 

Chapter     5
--   Consciousness 
Chapter   13
--   Stress, Coping, and Health

SIMULATION 2: Hemispheric Specialization due – Thurs., Feb. 12th @ 12 Midnight

SIMULATION 1: Experimenting with the Stroop Test due – Thurs., Feb. 19th @ 12 Midnight

EXAM #3  (  Tentatively Week 11

Chapter     4
--   Sensation and Perception

Chapter   16
--   Social Behavior 
Chapter     8
--   Language and Thought (pages 242 – 261 only)

SIMULATION 3: Pogendorff Illusion due – Wed., Mar. 10th @ 12 Midnight

SIMULATION 10: Social Judgment due – Wed., Mar. 17th @ 12 Midnight
SIMULATION 7: Problem Solving due – Wed., Mar. 24th @ 12 Midnight
· Week 12 ( WRITE-UP #1 DUE: Tues., March 30th (TTH class) and March 31st (MWF classes)
EXAM #4  (  Tentatively Week 14

Chapter     6
--   Learning Through Conditioning 

Chapter     7
--   Human Memory

Chapter   11
--   Human Development Across the Life Span 

     (pages 324 – 342 only)

SIMULATION 4: Shaping in Operant Conditioning due – Thurs., Apr. 1st @ 12 Midnight
SIMULATION 5: Memory Processes I due – Tues., Apr. 13th @ 12 Midnight
SIMULATION 6: Memory Processes II due – Tues., Apr. 20th @ 12 Midnight
· Week 8 ( WRITE-UP #2 DUE: Mon. May 3rd (MWF classes) and Tues. May 4th (TTH class)
EXAM #5  (  Tentatively Week 17

Chapter   12
--   Personality: Theory, Research, and Assessment

Chapter   14
--   Psychological Disorders

Chapter   15
--   Treatment of Psychological Disorders

SIMULATION 9: Clinical Diagnosis due – Fri., Apr. 30th @ 12 Midnight
· COURSE SEQUENCE
A majority of our classroom time will be used to present material through lecture. The lectures will elaborate on some of the more important and/or difficult topics in the text. The lectures are meant to supplement the text and will contain information that is not found in the textbook. You are encouraged to ask questions and to add your own experiences to the class discussion. You should feel free to constructively challenge and disagree with me. 
Students should understand that the class schedule is not set in concrete and may be altered in your best interest.  It should also be understood that while information may be postponed or deleted, NO new information will be added to the schedule.
Week 
   1:
Jan.   12-16
Week 
   2:
Jan.   19-23
(Holiday on Monday the 19th -- MLK -- No Classes held)
Week
   3:
Jan.   26-30

     







Exam #1

· EXAM #1
Chapter     1
--   The Evolution of Psychology


Chapter     2
--   The Research Enterprise in Psychology

Appendix  B
--   Statistical Methods

· NO SIMULATION FOR THE FIRST EXAM!!

Week
   4:
Feb.    2-6











Week
   5:
Feb.    9-13
(Holiday on Friday the 13th -- Lincoln’s B’day -- No Classes held)


Week
   6:
Feb.  16-20
(Holiday on Monday the 16th -- Washington’s B’day -- No Classes held)
Week
   7:
Feb.  23-27









Exam #2

· EXAM #2
Chapter     3
--   Biological Basis of Behavior

Chapter     5
--   Consciousness

Chapter   13
--   Stress, Coping and Health

· COMPLETE SIMULATION 2: Hemispheric Specialization ( DUE: THURS., FEB. 12TH @ MIDNIGHT 

· COMPLETE SIMULATION 1: Experimenting with the Stroop Test ( DUE: THURS., FEB. 19TH @ MIDNIGHT
Week
   8:
Mar.   1-5 










Week
   9:
Mar.   8-12 
(Friday March 12th  --  LAST DAY TO DROP A CLASS) 
Week
 10:
Mar. 15-19
            
Week
 11:
Mar. 22-26









Exam #3
· EXAM #3
Chapter       4
--   Sensation and Perception

Chapter     16
--   Social Behavior

Chapter       8       
--   Language and Thought (pages 242 – 261 only)

· COMPLETE SIMULATION 3: Pogendorff Illusion ( DUE: WED., MAR. 10TH @ MIDNIGHT
· COMPLETE SIMULATION 10: Social Judgment ( DUE: WED., MAR. 17TH @ MIDNIGHT
· COMPLETE SIMULATION 7: Problem Solving ( DUE: WED., MAR. 24TH @ MIDNIGHT
Week
 12:
Mar. 29-Apr. 2    (WRITE-UP#1  DUE:  Tues., Mar. 30th for TTH class & Wed., Mar., 31st for MWF classes)
Spring Break 
Apr.   5-9 
Spring Break
  Spring Break
    Spring Break
       Spring Break
          Spring Break 

Week
 13:
Apr.  12-16










Week
 14:
Apr.  19-23




           


           

Exam #4
· EXAM #4
Chapter       6
--   Learning Through Conditioning

Chapter       7
--   Human Memory

Chapter     11
--   Human Development Across the Life Span (pages 324-342 only)

· COMPLETE SIMULATION 4: Shaping in Operant Conditioning ( DUE: THURS., APR. 1ST @ MIDNIGHT
· COMPLETE SIMULATION 5: Memory Processes I ( DUE: TUES., APR. 13TH @ MIDNIGHT
· COMPLETE SIMULATION 6: Memory Processes II ( DUE: TUES., APR. 20TH @ MIDNIGHT
Week
 15:
Apr. 26-30
Week
 16:
May   3-7   
      (WRITE-UP#2  DUE:  Mon., May 3rd for MWF classes & Tues., May 4th for TTH class)
Week
 17:
May 10-14
(REGULAR class sessions END on 16th) 



Exam #5           

· EXAM #5
Chapter   12
--   Personality: Theory, Research, and Assessment

Chapter   14
--   Psychological Disorders

Chapter   15
--   Treatment of Psychological Disorders
· COMPLETE SIMULATION 9: Clinical Diagnosis ( DUE: FRI. APR. 30TH @ MIDNIGHT
Week
 18:
May 17-21
FINALS WEEK

Final Comprehensive Exam – see page 4 for schedule
Computer Homework Assignments are REQUIRED and

DUE SAME DAY AS EXAM
The following computer assignments are to be completed from the Psyk.Trek CD – version 2.0
· Please note that the computer UNITS do not align numerically with the textbook CHAPTERS!! So PAY CAREFUL ATTENTION when completing assignments.
· Use following guideline to complete computer homework assignments!! 

Exam #1: tentatively Week 3 – Thurs., Jan. 29th (TTH class) or Fri. 30th (MWF classes)
Ch.   1:  The Evolution of Psychology
( Psyk.Trek Unit   1a:
Psychology’s timeline

Ch.   2:  The Research Enterprise in 

( Psyk.Trek Unit   1b:
The experimental method


   Psychology



( Psyk.Trek Unit   1e:
How to do library research

Appendix B:  Statistical Methods

( Psyk.Trek Unit   1c:
Statistics: Central tendency and variability







( Psyk.Trek Unit  1d:
Statistics: Correlation     
 (5 QUIZZES TOTAL)
Exam #2: tentatively Week 7 – Thurs., Feb. 26th (TTH class) or Fri. 27th (MWF classes)
Ch.  3:  The Biological Bases of Behavior 
( Psyk.Trek Unit   2a:
The neuron and the neural impulse

      




( Psyk.Trek Unit   2b:
Synaptic transmission
           



( Psyk.Trek Unit   2c:
Looking inside the brain: Research methods
           



( Psyk.Trek Unit   2d:
The hindbrain and the midbrain
          



( Psyk.Trek Unit   2e:
The forebrain: Subcortical structures
          



( Psyk.Trek Unit   2f:
The cerebral cortex
          



( Psyk.Trek Unit   2g:
Right brain/Left brain
· Simulation 2: HEMISPHERIC SPECIALIZATION ( DUE: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH 
Ch.  5:  Consciousness 


( Psyk.Trek Unit  4a:
Biological rhythms

          



( Psyk.Trek Unit  4b:
Sleep
          



( Psyk.Trek Unit  4c:
Abused drugs and their effects
          



( Psyk.Trek Unit  4d:
Drugs and synaptic transmission

· Simulation 1: EXPERIMENTING WITH THE STROOP TEST ( DUE: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH  
Ch. 13:
Stress, Coping, and Health  

( Psyk.Trek Unit 11f: 
Types of stress

         





( Psyk.Trek Unit 11g: 
Responding to stress    
 (13 QUIZZES TOTAL)
Exam #3: tentatively Week 11 – Thurs., Mar. 25th (TTH class) or Fri. 26th (MWF classes)
Ch.   4:  Sensation and Perception

( Psyk.Trek Unit   3a:
Light and the eye



          



( Psyk.Trek Unit   3b:
The retina
          




( Psyk.Trek Unit   3c:
Vision and the brain
          




( Psyk.Trek Unit   3d:
Perception of color
          




( Psyk.Trek Unit   3e:
Gestalt psychology
          




( Psyk.Trek Unit   3f:
Depth Perception
          




( Psyk.Trek Unit   3g:
Visual illusions

( Psyk.Trek Unit   3h:
The sense of hearing

· Simulation 3:  THE POGGENDORFF  ILLUSION ( DUE: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10TH
!! Assignments for Exam #3 are CONTINUED on NEXT page !!

Ch. 16:  Social Behavior  


( Psyk.Trek Unit 12a: 
Attribution process

         




( Psyk.Trek Unit 12b: 
Theories of love

( Psyk.Trek Unit 12c: 
Attitude Change      

          




( Psyk.Trek Unit 12d: 
Prejudice

· Simulation 10:  SOCIAL JUDGMENT ( DUE: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17TH
Ch.   8:  Language and Thought (pages 242 – 261 only)



( Psyk.Trek Unit   6d: 
Problem Solving







( Psyk.Trek Unit   6e: 
Decision making
· Simulation 7:  PROBLEM SOLVING ( DUE: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24H

        
  (14 QUIZZES TOTAL)
Exam #4: tentatively Week 14 – Thurs., Apr. 22nd (TTH class) or Fri. 23rd (MWF classes)
Ch.   6:  Learning Through Conditioning
( Psyk.Trek Unit   5a:
Overview of classical conditioning

           




( Psyk.Trek Unit   5b:
Basic processes in classical conditioning
           




( Psyk.Trek Unit   5c:
Overview of operant conditioning
           




( Psyk.Trek Unit   5d:
Schedules of reinforcement
           




( Psyk.Trek Unit   5e:
Reinforcement and punishment
           




( Psyk.Trek Unit   5f:
Avoidance and escape learning

· Simulation 4:  SHAPING IN OPERANT CONDITIONING ( DUE: THURSDAY, APRIL 1ST
Ch.    7:  Human Memory


( Psyk.Trek Unit   6a:
Memory encoding


           



( Psyk.Trek Unit   6b:
Memory storage


           



( Psyk.Trek Unit   6c:
Physiology of memory

· Simulation 5:  MEMORY PROCESSES I ( DUE: TUESDAY, APRIL 13TH  
· Simulation 6:  MEMORY PROCESSES II ( DUE: TUESDAY, APRIL 20TH  
Ch. 11:  Human Development Across the Life Span (pages 324 – 342 only)








( Psyk.Trek Unit   9a: 
Prenatal development






( Psyk.Trek Unit   9b: 
Erikson’s theory of personality development

          




( Psyk.Trek Unit   9c: 
Piaget’s theory of cognitive development

          




( Psyk.Trek Unit   9d: 
Kohlberg’s theory of moral development
(13 QUIZZES TOTAL)
Exam #5: tentatively Week 17 – Wed., May 12th (MWF classes) or Thurs. 13th (TTH class)
Ch. 12:  Personality: Theory, Research,
( Psyk.Trek Unit 10a: 
Freudian theory
  and Assessment          


( Psyk.Trek Unit 10b: 
Behavioral theory
          





( Psyk.Trek Unit 10c: 
Humanistic theory   

          





( Psyk.Trek Unit 10d: 
Biological theory

Ch. 14:  Psychological Disorders

( Psyk.Trek Unit 11a:
Anxiety Disorders

          





( Psyk.Trek Unit 11b:
Mood Disorders
          





( Psyk.Trek Unit 11c:
Schizophrenic Disorders

· Simulation 9:  CLINICAL DIAGNOSIS ( DUE: FRIDAY, APRIL 30TH
Ch. 15:  Treatment of Psychological

( Psyk.Trek Unit 11d:
Insight therapies

              Disorders          


( Psyk.Trek Unit 11e:
Behavioral and biomedical therapies
(9 QUIZZES TOTAL)
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