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ABOUT THIS COURSE: American Government and related institutions are emphasized in a proactive learning environment. Also included are components of California State government, public policy and topics of regional importance. This course is also intended to help you develop a better understanding of the world in which you live by examining the fascinating social, economic and cultural changes that have taken place since America’s founding. This course meets the transfer requirements for California State University and University of California.  Basic Skills Advisories: Eligibility for English 1A. 

WHERE & WHEN? FEM 1, Wednesday evenings, 6:00-8:50 p.m.

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS COURSE? 

1. You must be able to read and comprehend a college-level text relating to the lectures and class discussions.

2. You must be able to read political commentaries and determine the intent of the author.

3. You must be able to understand basic terminology and concepts contained within the text.

4. You must be able to write such that you can organize concepts coherently and present ideas in a methodical fashion. 

5. You must be able to analyze and evaluate significant political views in writing with clarity and proper grammar.

6. You must be prepared to contribute to class discussions.

Please note: This is a traditional college course that upholds traditional academic standards and rewards those who observe them. The emphasis is on reading, writing, critical thinking and personal responsibility. If you require assistance with reading comprehension, writing skills and/or language fluency, you are strongly encouraged to enroll in a tutorial program and/or a writing course.

ARE ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES? Certainly. If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 

GRADING SCALE: 100-90 =A; 89-80 =B; 79-70 =C; 69-60 =D; 59 & below =F.

TEXT:  Keeping The Republic: Power And Citizenship In American Politics, Barbour, Wright, Korey; (Houghton Mifflin). Supplemental readings will also be assigned from noted historical figures, famous (and not-so-famous) authors, national and local newspapers and other sources, as needed. Please bring the text to each class meeting along with this syllabus and course schedule. Because the text is crucial towards understanding the subject matter discussed in class, your instructor reserves the right to drop any student from the course that does not purchase this textbook. The purpose of this policy is to prevent substandard academic performance on exams and in the classroom. 

EXAMS (100% OF FINAL GRADE): There will be a total of five exams, including the Final Exam. Percentages of final course grade: Exam One=15%, Exams Two, Three, Four=20% each, Final Exam=25%. Each exam will consist of 40 multiple-choice questions and an essay component. Please bring a SCANTRON 882 to each exam along with a no. 2 pencil, a pen (blue/black ink only, please) and a standard-sized essay bluebook.  

You will receive three possible essay topics one week in advance of each exam. On exam day, two of those three topics will be posted. You may select one of those two topics for your essay. Because you will receive topics well in advance along with a full explanation of the grading policy, there can be no reasonable excuse for a substandard essay beyond a lack of reasonable effort. Three full pages per essay will be the minimum standard. Any less than three full pages will result in considerable point deductions and a writing assignment. The purpose of the assignment is to ensure that each student performs an equivalent amount of coursework to achieve a passing grade.  Additionally, you are expected to write with college level skill, which includes proper grammar and spelling. 

Please note: You cannot pass this course on multiple-choice scores alone. 

Writing skills are emphasized in this course for a very important reason. Well-educated, literate employees are necessary to perform today’s higher-paying jobs. Yet the ability to compose a straightforward paragraph is becoming rarer among the general population and separates those who are literate from those who are not. This is significant because students with lesser English skills have much lower college retention rates. So the more proficient you become with the English language, the higher the odds that you will graduate and the greater the likelihood that you will rise above your less-prepared competition in the job market.  

ETHICS: Cheating, plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty whatsoever will result in a course grade of "F", irrespective of the quality of your other work.  
WHAT IF I MISS AN EXAM? You are expected to take exams at the regularly scheduled times. The only conditions for which a make-up exam will be given are as follows: 1) Prior instructor approval or 2) A well-documented emergency (Medical, legal, job-related, etc.). Missing an exam without meeting either above condition will result in a zero grade. There will be no exceptions. All responsibility for meeting the course requirements is strictly yours.

DOES ATTENDANCE COUNT?  Roll will be taken at each class session. You are advised to take this course only if you intend to attend class regularly. Students are permitted three unexcused absences without penalty for the spring semester. Class begins at the scheduled time and two latenesses equal one absence. Violation of the limit (any equivalent combination of unexcused absences and latenesses totaling three and one-half unexcused absences) will result in a deduction of one grade level for the course. Four or more unexcused absences or any equivalent combination of unexcused absences and latenesses totaling four or more unexcused absences will result in a failing course grade. These requirements will be strictly enforced. No grade of "Incomplete" will be given absent a treating doctor's certification that you were medically unable to complete the course. The last day to drop will be posted at the first class meeting. 

Please Note: You will receive a course schedule with daily chapter topics and exam dates (subject to change). It is your responsibility to be aware of each day's reading assignment. It is also your responsibility to know what happened in class if you were absent. Please have two or more students to check with that can provide the information you missed. If you encounter difficulties with attendance, it is your responsibility to contact me regarding possible alternative arrangements. 

For an absence to be excused, you must provide acceptable documentation. Otherwise, it counts against the absence limit. Please do not leave class early without permission as this will result in an unexcused absence. Be prepared to stay for the full class period. To avoid point deductions, all cellular phones, pagers, beepers, or any other device capable of distracting the class must be turned off. 

Lateness is also an important issue. It is professional (and good manners) to be on time. Often, important announcements are made in the first few minutes of class.  Also, when you arrive late, you disrupt the class. And when you are chronically late, your course grade suffers point deductions. 

It is your responsibility to keep track of your attendance record. Students who become academically disqualified due to lack of observance of absence or lateness standards will receive written notification, including the specific reason(s) for such disqualification. 

Such notification will be final.

WHAT IF I AM NOT COMFORTABLE WITH SPEAKING IN CLASS? You will never be asked to deliver a speech of any kind. You will, however, be called upon sometimes to exhibit briefly your knowledge of the subject matter contained within the assigned readings. Your personal opinions on political and social issues are strictly voluntary. Please note: If you participate regularly in class, you have a distinct advantage. If you participate regularly and your average is 57-59, 67-69, 77-79 or 87-89, you will receive the higher final course grade. For example, if your average is 87-89, you will receive an “A” based on your regular class participation. Otherwise, your final course grade will be based on the regular grade scale provided above. 

IF I TAKE ALL THE EXAMS AND SHOW UP REGULARLY, CAN I COUNT ON A PASSING GRADE? In a word, no. Political Science is a body of knowledge that takes time and effort to acquire.  My personal advice is to be consistent and always try your best. Challenge yourself to reach higher and improve your skills throughout your academic experience. The rewards can be tremendous. 

HOW DO I GET INDIVIDUAL HELP? It is very important to me to be available to my students. However, I rarely take class time to deal with individual problems or questions that are unrelated to the course material. You may find this frustrating because, at that moment, the question or problem you have will seem to be very important. Yet unless it is an emergency, you should understand that privacy concerns require that I not discuss your personal business in public. So I will be glad to meet with you personally on campus before or after class or via phone or e-mail instead. Alternatively, please write me a note explaining your situation and tell me what it is you would like me to do about it. 
THE COURSE CONTRACT:  In the event of any dispute over grades, attendance or any other course policy, this syllabus shall be controlling. 

You will receive a contract stating that you have read and agree to the terms and conditions set forth in this syllabus. Your signature on the contract is a pre-condition for remaining in this course. The purpose of the policy is to ensure that all students are equally informed of course rules and that the standard of accountability remains uniform for all students throughout the semester. However, if you would prefer a more liberal or relativist approach to your education, you may wish to take another course instead. In this course, as in life, rules matter.

Welcome to Political Science 2. I look forward to working with each of you.
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COURSE SCHEDULE

JANUARY
14 COURSE POLICIES/PROCEDURES, ADDS/DROPS; INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE.

21 CHAPTER ONE: POLITICS: WHO GETS WHAT, WHEN AND HOW?;  CHAPTER TWO: AMERICAN CITIZENS AND POLITICAL CULTURE.

28 CHAPTER TWO (CONT.); CHAPTER THREE: POLITICS OF THE AMERICAN FOUNDING.

FEBRUARY

4 EXAM ONE (15%).

11 CHAPTER FOUR: FEDERALISM AND THE AMERICAN CONSTITUTION; THE U.S. CONSTITUTION. 

18 CHAPTER FIVE: FUNDAMENTAL AMERICAN LIBERTIES.

25 CHAPTER SIX: THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUAL RIGHTS.

MARCH

3 EXAM TWO (20%).

10 CHAPTER SEVEN: CONGRESS.

17 CHAPTER EIGHT: THE PRESIDENCY.

24 CHAPTER TEN: THE AMERICAN LEGAL SYSTEM AND THE COURTS.

31 EXAM THREE (20%).

APRIL

5-10 SPRING RECESS.

14 CHAPTER TWELVE: POLITICAL PARTIES; CHAPTER FOURTEEN: VOTING, CAMPAIGNS AND ELECTIONS.

21 CHAPTER FOURTEEN (CONT.); CHAPTER FIFTEEN: THE MEDIA. 

28 EXAM FOUR (20%).

MAY 

5 CHAPTER SIXTEEN: DOMESTIC POLICY.  (Plus: Assigned readings on state/local issues. Topics will include the economy, unemployment, poverty/welfare, education, health care, immigration, air/water, crime/gangs, future projections for the Central Valley region.)

12 CHAPTER SEVENTEEN: FOREIGN POLICY. 
*17-21 FINAL EXAM WEEK: DATE/TIME TBA (25%).
*ALL LESSON PLANS AND EXAM DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
