English 252: Writing Improvement

Spring 2004

Section # 58167 MWF 10-11:10 &

Section # 58169 MWF 11:20 – 12:30

Learn “Real World Writing” by volunteering in your community.

Instructor: Shana Bartram 

Office: A-Annex #5


                 Office Hours: F 1-2 & TTH 10-11

Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3472 

E-mail: shana.bartram@reedleycollege.edu

Course Outcomes (our goals):

· Develop writing skills and prepare you to take English 125 by:

1. Writing short papers (2-3 pages of out of class writing and 1-2 pages in class writing)  that convey the writer’s ideas by utilizing all aspects of the writing process (topic, main idea, topic sentences, supporting details, revision, etc.), including: clear and complete English sentences without major sentence errors, and by punctuating correctly.

2, Following the conventions of English writing - capitalization, indenting,

spelling, hyphenating, etc.

3. Correctly using verbs (past, present, future, etc.,), nouns, and word skills

(spelling, vocabulary, etc.).

4. Expanding basic sentence structure - including recognizing and using

appropriate dialect (standard, community, neighborhood slang).

5, Combining sentences using coordination, subordination, and phrase

structures.

6. Dividing the writer’s text into paragraphs.

· Develop real world writing experience and civic responsibility by:

I, Volunteering as little as 10 hours over the duration of the semester at an

organization of your choice (see timesheet volunteer guidelines)!

2. Writing about meaningful experiences.

3, Learning to share (through writing) your experiences with others via

power-point presentation.

4. Creating your own community service portfolio and enhancing your resume.

This course is graded as Credit/No Credit only. You must earn a ‘C” or

better to earn “Credit” and to pass this course.

Required Texts / Materials:

Writing for the Real World, Ann Marie Radaskiewicz
A large composition journal

Course handouts

2 - 3.5” HD formatted floppy discs

A college level dictionary

A portfolio binder and a binder to store all course materials

1 pack of 3x5 index cards

An e-mail account

Copies of your essays for workshops

Course Requirements:

Attendance:

 Because group work and in-class writing assignments are a major component of this class, attendance is vital. I understand that emergencies arise from time to time; however, your grade will suffer from excessive absences and tardiness. You may miss up to six class sessions before you run the risk of being dropped from the class. Additionally, I consider three tardies/early departures as one absence. There are NO excused absences.

(Your community organization) Please remember that your organization will be

counting on you and your commitment to them. If you agree to spend one hour

per week on a specified day with them, it is important that you arrive there on

time and ready to work, If you know that you are going to miss one of your

scheduled sessions, please let your organization know as far in advance as

possible.

Participation:

The success of this course hinges on the level of participation each student gives

to the class. Please come to class prepared and ready to work. Those who are

under prepared may be asked to leave the class and will be considered absent for that day.

Homework:

Every week you will have assigned homework (from the textbook, handouts,

and writing assignments). Please have your assignment(s) completed and ready

for discussion at the beginning of the class session it is due.

Workshops:

Peer workshopping is a major component of this course. You will be required to

bring a copy of your writing for each member of your group (approx. 5 copies) to

the workshop.

Essays: All essays must be typed, double-spaced, and follow MLA format

Grading Scale:

90 –100%   = A or Credit

80 - 89%      = B or Credit

70 – 79%     = C or Credit

60 –69%      = D or No Credit

0 – 59%       = F or No Credit

Additional Information:

· If you miss class, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed, changes to the schedule, etc.

· It is the responsibility of the student to officially withdraw from the

course. Failure to do so may result in a “F” final semester grade.

· Additionally, I reserve the right to drop a student from the course (please

refer to “Campus Policies” in the schedule of courses).

· Cell phones and pagers must be turned off before class. I make exceptions for emergencies; however, you must inform me of these prior to class.

· For your own protection, keep all of your work until the end of the

semester.

· Please inform me of any special circumstances you might have, i.e.;

learning disabilities, family emergencies, etc.

· I highly recommend you enroll in English 272 : The Writing Center. We

will take a tour during the first week of instruction. I give extra-credit to any student who successfully completes an entire semester of the Writing Center course and earns a “CR” there.

