English 15, Creative Writing -- Poetry

Instructor:

Mr. Dominguez

Office: 

Annex 1

Phone:


EXT 3745


E-mail:


david.dominguez@reedleycollege.edu
Office Hours:

9:00 – 10:00, MWF

Course Description:

This course will teach you how to read the published works of several fine poets. The readings will be read outside of class, discussed during class, and used to illustrate craft – the tools that make good poems. You, using the course texts as models, will apply the tools of craft and produce several polished poems throughout the semester. 

Exit Standards

To pass this class, you must demonstrate a reading knowledge of the texts, demonstrate an understanding of craft, bring the texts to class, complete all the assignments on time, participate constructively during class, and attend class regularly. 
Semester Grading:

· Five poems – 10 points each:

1. A 10-8 point poem follows the assignment, demonstrates good basic writing skills, and shows an understanding of craft.

2. A 7 point poem demonstrates poor writing skills but still follows the assignment and still shows a command of craft. Your poems will not be edited for basic writing. However, if I write “Problems with basic writing” across the top of one of your poems, you are welcome to bring the poem to me during my office hours. In that setting, I will be happy to discuss with you the rules of basic writing, such as syntax, grammar, and mechanics.

3. A 6-0 point poem does not follow the assignment and/or does not demonstrate an understanding of craft. 

· Final manuscript – 50 points. Your final manuscript will be turned in on the final day of class. It will include draft work, the poems that I graded and returned to you (hold on to the work I return to you throughout the semester!) and it will include your revised poems; the revisions must reflect my comments and the workshop discussions.

· Attendance: 

1. Workshop days: for each workshop that you attend, you will receive five points. We will have twenty workshop class meetings. To receive the attendance points on these days, you must bring the appropriate packet of poems to class. If you don’t bring the right packet of poems to class, you will not receive that day’s attendance points.

2. Book discussion days: for each book discussion that you attend, you will receive ten points. We will have ten book discussion class meetings. To receive the attendance points on these days, you must bring the appropriate book to class. If you don’t bring the right book to class, you will not receive that day’s attendance points.

· Grading Scale:

300-270 = A

269-240 = B




239-210 = C




209-180 = D




179-000 = F
Extra Credit

Extra credit will be offered throughout the semester. To earn extra credit points, you must attend  a Reedley College Lecture Series event or a First Wednesday at One reading and write a 250 word reflection paper that explains your thoughts on the presenter and his material. The paper must reflect both writing and critical thinking skills; each reflection paper is worth up to ten points. Extra credit points will not be applied to a student’s final semester total if that student is receiving a “D” or an “F” in the course. Specific dates for extra credit events will be given in class. 
Format for All Assignments:
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING: 

· Out-of-class essay assignments must be typed in Times New Roman.  Font must be size 12. Print quality must be clear and black.

· Do not bold face the font. Do not use inappropriate capitalization. Do not use unnecessary italics. Do not center justify your poem.

· One inch margins top, bottom.

· 1.25 inch margins left, right. 

· Include in the upper left-hand corner of each assignment the following information:
Name

Instructor

Course

Date

Assignment
· Poems that do not meet these criteria will not be accepted.
Turning in Assignments and Missing Assignments:

· Out-of-class essay assignments must be turned in on time on the given due dates or, if previously arranged, before the given due dates. 

· If you miss an assignment, the you will receive an automatic zero on the assignment. If you are unable to turn in an out-of-class assignment due to your own illness, I may consider a make-up assignment if you are unable to present appropriate documentation.

· Assignments left in my mailbox, on my office desk (or door), sent via e-mail, or left with  anyone or anything other than the me will not be accepted.  

· Missing class is never an excuse for missing handouts, an assignment, or instructions. 

Absences and Tardiness

· Students who are absent on the second day of class will be automatically dropped from the course.

· You are considered absent if you are not present during class, tardy, or if you leave class early. Students who walk in and out of the classroom during lecture will be marked absent. 

· If, at any time during the semester, you miss more than three class meetings, you may be automatically dropped from the course.

· You are tardy if you walk into the classroom after roll has been taken.
· If you are tardy, you will be marked absent.

· Note: if you are absent more than three class meeting due to you own illness, you may be allowed to continue in the course if appropriate medical documentation is provided to me.

Academic Behavior

If a student demonstrates poor academic behavior, that student will receive one warning for the remaining portion of the semester. If a student demonstrates poor academic behavior again, that student will be suspended from the next class meeting. If a student demonstrates poor academic behavior yet again, that student will be suspended from the next class meeting. If a student is a problem once more, that student will be referred to the dean of students who reserves the right to suspend a student from ten class meetings.  Poor academic behavior may include, but is not limited to, not bringing your books to class, rude and/or disruptive conduct, beeping pager, ringing cell phones.

Course Outline

1/13 
Discuss Syllabus


Poetry Reading

1/15 
Introduction to basic skills

1/20 
Book discussion: The Simple Truth

Poem #1 assigned

1/22 
Book discussion: The Simple Truth
1/27
Poem #1 due


Workshop

1/29
Workshop

2/3
Workshop

2/5
Workshop

2/10
Book discussion: A Field Guide to the Heavens

Poem #2 assigned

2/12
Book discussion: A Field Guide to the Heavens

2/17
Poem #2 due


Workshop

2/19
Workshop

2/24
Workshop

2/26
Workshop

3/2
Book discussion: Junior College


Poem#3 assigned

3/4 
Book discussion: Junior College

3/9
Poem #3 due


Workshop

3/11
Workshop: Frank Gaspar visits!

3/16
Workshop

3/18
Workshop

3/23
Book discussion: The Great Fires

Poem #4 assigned

3/25
Book discussion: The Great Fires (we may not have class on this day. If I announce in class, “No

class on 3/35, then we have no class. If I don’t make the announcement, class is required; if we

don’t have class, the students who received attendance points on 3/23 will receive attendance points for 3/25 as well. The students who did not receive attendance points on 3/23 will not receive attendance points for 3/25 either.)

3/30 
Poem #4 due


Workshop

4/1
Workshop

4/13
Workshop

4/15
Workshop

4/20
Book discussion: Border Crosser with a Lamborghini Dream


Poem 5 assigned

4/22
Book discussion: Border Crosser with a Lamborghini Dream

4/27
Poem 5 due


Workshop

5/29
Workshop

5/4
Workshop

5/6
Workshop

5/11
Discuss final manuscript

5/13
Final manuscript due


Poetry reading 

Reading assignments: If we are scheduled to discuss Junior College, read the entire book before coming to class; this applies to all of the books we are reading. If you don’t read the material we are scheduled to examine, stay home.

Note: occasionally, the syllabus must change as the semseter progresses.
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