English 126 Spring 2004 Syllabus
Instructor:



Lesa Schwartz

Code #:



54209
Credits:


3

Class Schedule:

Monday – Thursday 1:00 – 1:50 a.m.  PHY 75

Office:



HUM 56

Office Hours:


Monday & Wednesday 9 a.m.; Tuesday & Thursday 2 p.m.; 





Friday 10 a.m. or by appointment

Voice Mail:


559-638-3641 Ext. 3272
E-mail:


lesa.schwartz@scccd.com

Important Dates:

Mon. January 19 – Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday





Fri. Jan. 23 - Last day to drop for a full refund





Fri. Jan. 30 - Last day to register for a Fall 2002 full-length class or drop a full-length class to avoid a “W” - course not on transcript.





Feb. 13 – 16   (F – M) Presidents’ Day Holiday





Tues. Feb. 17 - Last day to change to or from CR-NC





Fri. March 12 – Mid-term report period





Fri. March 12 - Last day to drop full length class with a “W “ 





April 5 – 10 - Spring Recess





Friday, May 21 – Final Exam 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Materials:


Text:
 Lee Brandon; Celebrating Diversity, A Multicultural 






Reader









Dictionary: Any good comprehensive modern English dictionary 






such as Webster’s New World Dictionary




Thesaurus: (optional) Recommended Roget’s Thesaurus 






Paperback





Novel:  Gaines, Ernest, A Lesson Before Dying




Other:  Three ring loose-leaf notebook, paper, pens, pencils, 




   highlighters,
floppy disc for computer
Course Description:  This course is designed to help you develop the specific reading skills, abilities, and strategies that will enable you to deal with college-level reading material more effectively, efficiently, and independently.  It is designed to make you not only a better reader but a better thinker.

Grading:  English 26 is a three-unit course. The class is offered on a graded basis with a credit/no credit option.  Your grade will be based on test performance, successful completion of all assignments (on time), class participation, attendance, and punctuality.  A percentage point system will be used so that students can stay apprised of their progress in fulfilling the course requirement.  

It is every student’s responsibility to collect all graded, returned work, and retain this work. A computer print-out of your grades will be provided at least once during the semester.  In addition, grades will be posted on the internet.  You can review your grade at anytime.  All grades should be compared to your retained work to ensure accuracy.  
Except by prearrangement or unusual cases of severe illness or family distress, late assignments are not accepted.  THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS, SO PLEASE DON’T ASK.  Late assignments (that have been approved by the instructor) must be completed by the next class after your return, or a zero will be entered for the assignment.  A note of explanation (including a doctor’s, court’s note, etc.) must be attached to the assignment.  Doctor or dentist appointments are not acceptable excuses.

THERE ARE NO MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS FOR MISSED WORK EVER.  PLEASE DON’T GET 0’S.  You will be most sorry later in the semester.



A - 90% or above



B - 80% - 89%



C - 70% - 79%



D - 60% - 69%



F - Anything below 60%

Included in the final grade are:



* Tests and quizzes - 30%





* Book reports   - 20%



* Daily work including in class assignments, homework preparation.  Some 



     homework will be randomly graded in class or collected for a grade.  - 35%



* Participation (includes absences, classroom participation, punctuality) 5%



* Final Exam - 10%

Attendance: Regular attendance is required for this class, and students are responsible for their own attendance and their own work.  Regularly means that you attend every class, prepare homework before class (not during ), read and study assigned work before class, and be prepared to participate by asking questions about that which you don’t understand, and by answering questions asked of you by the instructor.

An attendance sheet is passed around at the beginning of class. If you are not present while it is being signed, you will be considered absent unless you sign in at the end of class. You will then be marked as tardy.

All appointments, interviews, meeting with counselors should be scheduled outside of class time.  If you work, inform you employer of your class schedule.

Absences from class make success very difficult; they lower your grade through missed Daily Work and participation points.  It is always your responsibility to come to class prepared even after an absence.  This means that you will have to find out what was assigned during your absence before you return to class.  Please get two phone numbers of reliable class members to call in case of an absence.  Do not EVER tell me that you don’t have your work because you were absent when it was assigned.

Two tardies (arrivals in class after instruction has begun) are equivalent to one absence.  If you have five absences by the end of the ninth week, you will be dropped from the course at the instructor's discretion. 

Participation Points:  20 points for the semester (10 points – 1st half; 10 points – 2nd half)

Points are given for attendance and participation.  Each absence lowers the points you receive.  More than 10 absences will automatically lower your grade by one letter.

Writing: Students are expected to write at a college level. This includes correct grammar, punctuation, spelling, and word usage.  You will be given or must seek help in order to achieve an acceptable skills level.
Homework and Paper Policy:

· All homework and papers are due at the beginning of class on dates assigned.  Being absent does not excuse you from a due date.  If you cannot attend class, submit your work before the due date.  I have a box on my office door.

· Should I discover while reading a paper that you have not run spell check or 


sufficiently proofread and edited your work, I will discontinue reading and 


return the paper to you.  You will then have until the following day to revise the paper and 

your grade will be lowered by one letter grade.

Final examination:  All students must take the final examination to receive credit in the course.  Except in unusual cases of severe illness or family distress, final examinations will be administered only according to the "Fall Schedule" found on page 133 in the Fall 2003 Reedley College Class Schedule.  The time and date of the final exam will not be changed to accommodate holiday or travel arrangements or employment schedules.  Please do not arrange travel during finals week. 

Schedule
Week 1 (1/12) 
Discuss syllabus




Introductions




What is reading?       Prediction




Reading assignment




Topic & Main Idea & Thesis




Vocabulary awareness
· Must have text by last class day of the first week. 

· Must have A Lesson Before Dying by week of January 26th



(Please talk with instructor if there is a problem)

Monday, January 19 Martin Luther King Holiday – no classes

Week 2 (1/20)

Readings - Text




Summarizing

Week 3 (1/26)

Readings- Text




Lab – researching using library connections




Underlining and notetaking




Begin reading A Lesson Before Dying
Week 4 (2/2) 

Readings – Text




Supporting Details




Continue summarizing




Continue reading A Lesson Before Dying

Week 5 (2/9)

Readings – Text




Critical reading and thinking (fact/opinion, inference, tone, point 




of view, drawing conclusion)




Continue reading A Lesson Before Dying

February 13 – 16  Presidents’ Day Holiday – No Classes

Week 6 (2/17)

Readings – Text



Comprehension




Critical reading and thinking (fact/opinion, inference, tone, point 




of view, drawing conclusion)




Continue reading A Lesson Before Dying
Week 7 (2/23)

Readings – Text



Critical reading and thinking (fact/opinion, inference, tone, point 




of view, drawing conclusion)




Finish reading A Lesson Before Dying

Week 8 (3/1)

Readings – Text




Critical reading and thinking (fact/opinion, inference, tone, point 




of view, drawing conclusion)




A Lesson Before Dying Essay Due – Friday 5th

Week 9 (3/8)

Readings – Text




Critical reading and thinking (fact/opinion, inference, tone, point 




of view, drawing conclusion




Lab – Internet research – How do I find the information?







How good are your sources?




Start research – brainstorm questions and topics

Week 10 (3/15)
Readings – text




Critical Thinking: Applying, Comparing, Inferring, 






Concluding, and Judging




Research – notes and summaries

Week 11 (3/22)
Readings – text




Critical Thinking: Applying, Comparing, Inferring, 






Concluding, and Judging




Research – notes and summaries

Week 12 (3/29)
Readings – text




Continue research – notes and summaries

April 5 – 10 Spring Recess No Classes

Week 13 (4/12) 
Write outline for research paper & draft




Readings – text




Interpreting Tables, Graphs, and Diagrams

Week 14 (4/19)
Readings – text




Draft of research paper due

Week 15 (4/26)
Readings – text




Comprehension & critical thinking

Week 16 (12/1)
Readings – text




Comprehension & critical thinking




Research paper due

Week 17 (12/8)
Readings - text




Movie – A Lesson Before Dying
· Friday May 21 – 1:00- 3:00 pm Final Exam Good Luck!!!!!

You made it. Hooray!!!!   Congratulations!!!!!
* The schedule is an approximation of our semester plans.  Final and firm dates will be given as the semester progresses.

**This document is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.
