English 126 College Reading Skills
Ms. Jan Reyes

Office:  Forum 8.  Hours:  MWF 1-2; T TH 11-12

Phone:  638-3641 ext. 3262

E-mail:  jnrys@comcast.net
Goals
1.  Develop reading skills that will apply to all college reading.

2.  Develop the ability to use context in learning new vocabulary.

3.  Learn to recognize main ideas and determine how detials relate to them.

4.  Recognise that we see the world in terms of certain kinds of relationships and 

     that writing takes its organization from these patterns.

5.  Learn to evaluate not just facts but also the author’s purpose and attitude 

     (tone) toward a subject.

6.  Recognize that words may carry attitudes and feelings that can influence a 

     reader.

7.  Learn to apply reading techniques to study skills in general for better 

    understanding, organization, and retention of material.

8.  Come to an understanding that reading comprehension means very much the 

     same as critical thinking.

Materials

Text:  Ten Steps to Building College Reading Skills, third edition.  You’ll also need a three-ring binder, a simple folder, and a college dictionary.

Grading and Credit

English 126 is a three-unit class that satisfies the reading requirement for graduation.  The class is offered on a graded basis, with a credit/no-credit option.

Grades are determined on a point system so that you will be aware of your progress in meeting course requirements.

Participation and Attendance
Being a participant and a listener is the responsibility of the student.  You cannot contribute to group work or improve reading comprehension is you are no in class.  Students with more than eight absences will be dropped.  Homework for days missed must be turned in on the first day back to the class.  Students are responsible for finding out what assignments were missed before their return.

A student’s grade at the end of the seventh week will be determined by one or two article analyses, one or two tests, and in-class activities and homework.
English 126 College Reading

Topical Outline Spring 2004

Week

Topic



Pages

Important Dates and Events 

1:  1/12-16
Introduction to Course and

Handouts; 1-6



Reedley College

2:  1/20-23*
Vocabulary in Context

1-20

1/19  M. L. KING HOLIDAY

3: 1/26-30
Vocabulary in Context;

21-40;

Unit Test #1—Vocabulary Skills

Finding Topics in Paragraphs          Handouts




4:  2/2-6

Main Ideas


41-80

Article Analysis #1 due

5:  2/9-12*
Supporting Details

81-118

2/13 LINCOLN HOLIDAY

6:  2/17-20*
Main Ideas and Supporting
81-118
 
2/16 WASHINGTON HOLIDAY



Details



Handouts
Unit Test #2—Main Ideas and Supporting








Details

SIX-WEEK PROGRESS REPORTS BASED UPON ALL GRADED WORK  

7:  2/23-27
Implied Main Ideas and

119-154;
Article Analysis #2 due



Central Point


Handouts


8:  3/1-5
Implied Main Ideas and

119-154;
Unit Test #3—Implied Main Ideas



Central Point


Handouts
and Central Point

9:  3/8-12
Inferences


271-301

Book Report #1 Due

FRIDAY,  MARCH 12,  IS THE LAST DAY TO DROP A SEMESTER-LENGTH CLASS

10: 3/15-19
Relationships I


155-190

Article Analysis #3 due



11:  3/22-26
Relationships II


191-230



12:  3/29-4/2
Mapping and Outlining

Handouts
Unit Test #4—Relationships;








Article Analysis #4 due

APRIL 5-9 IS SPRING BREAK


13:  4/12-16
Mapping and Outlining

Handouts
Book Report #2 due

14:  4/19-23
Fact and Opinion


231-264

Unit Test #5—Mapping and Outlining

Article Analysis #5 due

15:  4/26-30
Purpose and Tone

307-333








 

16: 5/3-7
Argument


343-378

 Article Analysis #6 due

17: 5/10-14
Applied Practice




Article Analysis #7 due

18: 5/17-5/21
FINAL EXAM WEEK

* = short weeks due to holidays

