ENGLISH 125: WRITING SKILLS FOR COLLEGE

Spring 2004

Section # 58176 MW 2-3:50 &
***Section # 58181 TTH 11 -12:50***

*** Section #58181 is a Learning Community Class. You must be concurrently enrolled in Health 1 50672. If you drop one of these courses, you will be dropped from both sections. *** 

& 

Section #58158 TTH 1-2:50

Instructor: Shana Bartram

Office: A-Annex #5

Phone#: 638-3641 ext. 3472

E-mail: shana.bartram@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours: F 1-2

& TTh 10 – 11 & by appointment

UNDERSTANDING THE COMPOSITION OF AMERICAN CULTURE

Course Description:

As a means for developing writing skills and meeting course objective outcomes, this class will examine American culture and how we are positioned in it. We will utilize all aspects of the writing process to gain rhetorical control; including audience, purpose focus, development, clarity, and revision. Additionally, you will be required to find and correct grammatical errors.

Through collaborative exercises, we will share our strengths, weaknesses, and develop and/or share a common goal. To succeed as a community of academic students, we will have to understand the responsibility that goes with being a team member and will learn to negotiate our similarities and differences.

Essentially, the success of the class hinges in each student understanding the

common goal and doing everything within his/her power to see the class as a

whole reaches that goal. You must earn a “C” or better to pass this course.
Required Texts/ Materials:

Projections, 2d ed. Warner, J. Sterling and Bill Swanson ,

The Craft of Revision, 5th ed. Donald Murray

Pocket Key for Writer’s, Ann Raimes

A Writing Journal

Course Handouts

2 floppy discs - 3 ½” formatted

A college level dictionary

A portfolio folder (with pockets) & 3 ring binder

1 pack of 3x5 index cards

An e-mail account

Copies of your essays

2 large blue books

Course Requirements:

Attendance:

Since group work and in-class writing assignments are a major component of

this class, attendance is vital. I understand that emergencies arise from time to

time, however; your grade will suffer from excessive absences and tardiness. You may miss up to four class sessions before you run the risk of being dropped from the class. Additionally, I consider three tardies/ early departures as one absence. Unfortunately, there are NO excused absences,

Participation:

Participation is required. Come to class prepared and ready to work. Discussions

are primarily group-led. Those who come to class under prepared may be asked

to leave the class and will be considered absent for that day.

Reaction Papers:

You are required to write (type) a two page reaction paper each week.

In-class Writing Assignments:

You will be required to work on essays and other assignments, including peer

workshopping/editing during each class period. Keep a copy of your work in your binder until the end of the semester.

Essays/ Out of class Writing Assignments: 

You will be required to write several short essays over the duration of the semester, including a final research project. Your writing will be examined in both a workshop setting by your peers and by the instructor as well. Copies of your work are due the class session prior to your workshop date. I do not accept late work. If you know that you will be unable to attend class the day an essay is due, it is your responsibility to turn the essay in before that class session. All essays must be typed, double-spaced, in size 12 font, and follow MLA format. If you do not follow the required format, I reserve the right to not accept your essay (and you run the risk of receiving a failing grade for that assignment).

Workshops: You must bring a copy of your paper for each member of your

group to the class session prior to your workshop. Essays will be reviewed by

each member of your group and returned to you for revision. 

Homework:

You will be assigned homework each week. Please have homework completed

and be ready to discuss at the beginning of the class session it is due. Again, if

you are not prepared for class, I reserve the right to ask you to leave class for that day and you will be counted as absent.

Quizzes/ Tests:

Be prepared to take a quiz at any given time. Quizzes/tests will be based on

reading assignments, vocabulary words, grammatical functions, writing process

review, etc.

Please Note: In order to pass this class, you must meet the required course

objectives, See Course Objectives Outline.

EXTRA CREDIT: I give extra-credit to anyone who enrolls in and successfully earns a semester credit in the Writing Center.

Additional Information:

· If you miss class, it is your responsibility to find out what you’ve missed,

changes to the schedule, etc. 

· It is the responsibility of the student to officially withdraw from the course. Failure to do so may result in an “F” final semester grade. Additionally, I reserve the right to drop a student from the course (please

refer to “campus policies” in the schedule of courses.)

· Cell phones and pagers must be turned off before class. I make exceptions for emergencies, however; you must inform me before class begins.

· For your own protection, keep a copy of all your work until the end of the

semester.

· Please inform me of any special circumstances you might have, i.e.;

learning disabilities, family emergencies, etc

Grading Scale:

90 – 100%  =A

80 – 89 %   =B

70 – 79%    =C

60 – 69%    =D

0 – 59%      = F
