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Lecture:  MW  1:00-1:50pm, PHY 77

Lab:  W 2:00 – 4:50pm, PHY 77

Office:  PHY 82

Phone:  638-3641 (leave message)

Email:  Jrodchem@aol.com
Office hours:  By appointment only

My Website:  www.angelfire.com/ultra/reedleychem
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Introduction to the basic concepts of organic and biological chemistry.  The emphasis is on structure and behavior of organic biochemical compounds, metabolism and regulation.

TEXTBOOKS (required):  (1) Bettelheim, Brown, March, Introduction to Organic and Biochemistry, 4th or 5th Edition  (2) Bettelheim & Landesberg, Laboratory Experiments for General, Organic & Biochemistry, Laboratory Manual, 5th Edition

Note:  Either the 4th or 5th edition will work for this course.  I will be assigning homework and basing my syllabus off of the 5th edition but will photocopy the homework problems for those of you who prefer to buy a used copy of the 4th edition.  Used copies of the 4th edition can be found at www.bigword.com, www.amazon.com/uk, or www.halfebay.com   The ISBN for the 4th edition is 0-03-029264-6.  Copies of the 5th edition can be bought at the Reedley bookstore.

SUGGESTED MATERIALS:  Molecular Model Set, Prentice Hall makes a good one that can be bought through amazon.com or you can always try ebay.

ATTENDANCE:  Students are expected to attend ALL class meetings, be on time, and be in class the entire class session.  Calling or e-mailing to tell me that you are going to be absent does NOT excuse you from being absent.  I will gladly work with students if there absence is for valid reason.  If you are absent for an unexcused reason, you are responsible for finding out what you missed.  School policy states that you will be dropped automatically if you miss four consecutive lectures.

TARDIES:  Students are expected to be on time.  A review question will be given at the beginning of each lecture session so as to get everyone thinking about chemistry.  The question will be graded and included in the homework portion of your grade.  There will be no make-ups for review questions.

TESTS and QUIZZES:  There are four scheduled quizzes and four scheduled exams in this class.  The lowest quiz score will be dropped.  There are NO MAKEUPS for a missed test or quiz.  NO EXCEPTIONS!!  If you absolutely must be absent on the day a test is scheduled, you may discuss with me the possibility of taking the test early.  Note:  Random pop quizzes may occur at any time.

LAB WORK:  The lab will consist of experiments as close as possible to the material covered in lecture.  You will only be allowed to receive a zero for one assigned experiment.  If you have an excused absence and want to make up a lab, an arrangement needs to be made.   Otherwise, missing two labs will result in a zero for the lab portion (25%) of your overall grade.
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HOMEWORK:  Homework will be assigned on a daily basis.  Each assignment will be worth approximately 10 points and will be graded on completeness, neatness, and effort.  All work must be shown in order to receive credit.  Answers to the homework will be given in class or will be posted to my website the day that the assignment is due.  

NO LATE HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED…NO EXCEPTIONS!

NOTE:  Being absent the day homework is collected does NOT entitle you to turn it in late!

FINAL EXAM:  A two-hour comprehensive final exam will be given at the end of the 9-week session.  It will be 50% new material and 50% cumulative.  The new material will be scored as Exam 4.  Your score on the cumulative portion of the exam can be used to replace a low score on exam one, two or three.
GRADING:   Fraudulent behavior during tests will be graded with a zero.  Copying of homework is considered fraudulent behavior for the originator and the copier and thus graded with a zero.  

The percentage in each section of the course will be determined on a point percentage basis.  The sections will be weighted as follows:



Tests




40%



Lab Work



25%
(15% Lab Work, 10% Lab Quiz)



Quizzes



20%



Homework



15%

The typical break-off:  A>90%; B 80-90%; C 70-79%; D 60-69%; and F < 59%

GRADING FORMULA:  % = 0.40(exam average) + 0.20 (lecture quiz average) + 0.15 (homework average) + 0.15 (lab work average) + 0.10 (lab quiz average)

CHECKING YOUR GRADE:


Check your Grade at:  http://www.mygradebook.com
Click “Student Log-In Here”




Click “Single Class Log-In”




Type “Classword” (Red Box) – ORGANIC



Type “Password” (Blue Box) – Last 4 digits of Reedley Student ID

IMPORTANT DATES:

January 19th

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – No Class

February 13th-16th 
President’s Day Holiday – No Class

April 5th-10th

Spring Break:  No Class

May 21st 

(Friday) Final Exam…1-3pm

