Syllabus for Chemistry 1A – Spring 2004
Instructor:
Veronica Cornel      

Contact info:
e-mail vmcornel@scccd.org  or leave message at the front desk or on my 

voicemail (559) 638-3641 ext. 3854

Course Objectives: Chemistry 1A is a general course in chemistry designed not only for chemistry majors, but also for biology, physics, chemical engineering, pre-medical and pre-pharmacy majors.  The course requires a considerable amount of time outside the classroom for studying, reading, homework assignments and prelab assignments. As a prerequisite students need to have passed the Chem 10 course, or an equivalent High School chemistry course, with at least a C grade. Basic scientific math such as High school math or Math 20 is also required.

Text and Materials: 

Textbook:
Chang, R., Chemistry (7th Ed.)

Lab Manual:  
Kimball and Dekker: Quantitative and Qualitative Laboratory Experiments BOOK A
Other Supplies:
A scientific calculator is required (needs exponents and logs)

Approved Safety Goggles (some old ones will be available for loan)


Wear an old shirt/apron over your clothes, and closed shoes 

Lecture Notes: The ability to listen carefully and to take good lecture notes in an essential college skill. Taking notes in this class is mandatory and will help you remember what topics are emphasized and what you could be asked to reproduce on quizzes and exams. Studies have shown that 90% of the lecture material is retained if you review the lecture within 24 hours. To assist you, lecture notes and homework assignments will be available on the internet (www.angelfire.com/sc3/cornel) but you will need to add to these notes in class as the keywords and examples will be left for you to fill in.  
Homework: Homework will be assigned after every lecture. It is essential to your success in this class that you do all the assigned homework and read the corresponding notes in the textbook. The homework will be collected to check for completeness and certain problems will be graded. You may want to use carbon paper or photocopy your homework as I will be going over the homework at the beginning of each lecture, after collecting your original homework. Homework will count 10% of your final grade.
Drop Date: Students are responsible for dropping the course before March 12. The student will need to check out his laboratory locker with the instructor, or his other grades/transcripts may be blocked by the College.

Attendance: Attendance in lectures and lab is mandatory. The student will be dropped automatically if she/he misses 2 consecutive days without prior consent of the instructor. If you miss a lecture you need to obtain the notes from another student and read the section in the textbook before meeting with the instructor/tutor to discuss any problems. Attendance will count 5% of your final grade. If a student arrives late, leaves early or sleeps during class they will be marked tardy on the attendance sheets. Two tardy days count as one day absent. If the student is disruptive (including using cell-phones) during lecture the student may be asked to leave the lecture/lab and be marked as "absent". 

Grading : There will be 4 lecture exams, equally weighted and counting towards 60% of your grade. The final exam will be mainly on the last few weeks of material, but will include questions similar to those on the earlier 3 quizzes. Attendance will count 5%, homework 10% and your lab work will count 25%.

Lab Work
Lab work will follow as closely as possible the material discussed in the lectures. The student is required to complete all the assigned experiments. The student will need to read the lab BEFORE coming into the lab, write an aim and brief method onto your lab report and try to do the prelab questions. During the lab you need to write down EVERYTHING onto your lab report. Do not use scrap bits of paper for your calculations. You may use the data sheets as part of your lab report. At the end of the lab write a conclusion. Hand in the lab report before leaving the laboratory. You will be allowed to take your lab reports into the lab quizzes (but not your lab manual or textbook). 
Lab Reports

PRELAB
AIM: (GOAL) To study …(title)…using…(lab technique or equipment)

BRIEF METHOD: Summarize and include any glassware or equipment, and definitions.

DATA SHEETS: Tear these out of your lab manual, or just copy them onto paper
CALCULATIONS

CONCLUSION (What you learnt during the lab, not how much you enjoyed the lab etc.)
Generally you will work in pairs, but both partners must participate equally or there will be points deducted. Students may help each other with the prelab and calculations, but do NOT COPY from each other or points will be deducted from both copier and originator. If a laboratory experiment is missed, the student will have to hand in the prelab at the beginning of the next lab period and make the lab up later.  The lowest lab grade will be dropped, so the student may miss one lab.
Please be aware of the following rules:

· All safety rules MUST be adhered to or the student will have to leave the lab. 

· Points will be deducted from the lab reports for tardiness, leaving early and copying.
· Makeup quizzes will not be assigned, but the average of the other quizzes will be used if the student has a legitimate excuse (e.g. doctor’s note). Without this written excuse a "0" will be assigned.  

· Fraudulent behavior during quizzes is graded with a (0) zero. 
Grading: Lab work will constitute 25% of your overall grade for CHEM 1A

This 25% will be calculated as follows: Lab Quizzes 12.5%, Lab Reports 12.5%

If you obtain a "F" for your lab work, you will obtain a "F" for CHEM1A. 

General Grading break-off : A 90-100%, B 80-89%, C 70-79%, D 60-69%, F 0-59% 

