Psychology 2 – General Psychology



  
     Fall 2004
Instructor:  Cathleen Wiens, Ph.D. 



                          Th 6:00pm – 8:50pm

Voice Mail 638-3641 ext. 3803

                               E-mail: cathi.wiens@comcast.net
Required Textbook:  Weiten, Wayne (2002) Psychology: Themes & Variations. 5th ed., briefer version.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.

Course Objectives:

To gain a general understanding of the field of psychology, including psychological theories and historical figures, and terminology.  An opportunity to attain the knowledge to comprehend psychological research and methodologies.

Grading Criteria and Scale:

Exams (4)                                    200 pts. (40%)

450 – 500 pts. (90 – 100%) = A

Final Comprehensive Exam        100 pts. (20%)

400 – 449 pts. (80 – 89.9%) = B

Writing Assignment #1                 75 pts. (15%)

340 – 399 pts. (68 – 79.9%) = C

Writing Assignment #2                 75 pts. (15%)

290 – 339 pts. (58 – 67.9%) = D

Attendance & Participation           50 pts. (10%)                        0 – 289 pts. ( 0 – 57.9%) = F

 



     500 pts. (100%)
                                                                    

Exams:

There will be four (4) exams (50 points each) given over the semester.  In addition there will be a comprehensive final examination (100 points) during this course.  The exams will consist of any or all of the following types of questions: multiple choice, matching, true/false, fill-in, and short answer.  
ALL EXAMS CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR OVERALL GRADE.  You are expected to be present and prepared to take exams on their scheduled date.  If you have a conflict with a scheduled exam, you must notify me before the exam date of this conflict.  In an emergency situation, you must notify the instructor as soon as possible.  ABSOLUTELY NO make-ups will be allowed for the final exam.  Make-ups for the four exams will be given at the instructor’s discretion and will not be considered if no notification is made.  You will be allowed only one make-up during the semester! 
Comprehensive Final: this exam will consist of multiple choice, matching, true/false, and fill-in questions.  The exam will include all chapters and topics covered during the course.  

Writing Assignments:
You will be required to write and turn in two brief term papers.  Each paper should be two-three pages in length.  Papers will be evaluated on grammar, content, logic, and format.  The instructor must approve the topics.  Details of this assignment will be discussed in class.  See section below on plagiarism.

Attendance and Participation:
Regular class attendance is essential for success in this course; therefore, attendance and class participation is averaged in as approximately 10% (or 50 points) of your final course grade.

You can miss up to 3 days of class with no penalty (each week of 3 hours equals 1 class).  If you miss more than 3 days worth of class, points will be deducted from the total points available for attendance in this course.  For each day missed beyond 3 days, 4 points will be deducted from your total points.

If you need to contact the instructor please call the contact number or e-mail at any time.  Please turn off all electronic communication devices during class.

Cheating and Plagiarism:

Reedley College has a written policy on cheating and plagiarism that includes specific steps that will be taken in the event that an incident of cheating or plagiarism is suspected.

Cheating is defined as the willful and intentional practice of fraudulent and deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit.  This definition is not limited to examination situations only; it also includes any and all behavior by you which is intended to gain an unearned advantage.

Plagiarism is defined as a specific form of fraudulent and deceptive act that consists of the willful and intentional misuse of published works of another by representing the material as one’s own work.

Course Sequence:

The class schedule may be altered as necessary when students show more interest in a particular area.  Information presented may be postponed or deleted, and new information added to the schedule. 

Week 1 – August 19 

Chapter 1 – The Evolution of Psychology




Chapter 2 – The Research Enterprise in Psychology
Week 2 – August 26

Chapter 2 – The Research Enterprise in Psychology


Appendix B – Statistical Methods

Week 3 – September 2 
Chapter 3 – The Biological Bases of Behavior

Week 4 – September 9
Chapter 3 – The Biological Bases of Behavior

Week 5 – September 16 
Exam 1: Chp’s 1, 2, 3 & Appendix B

Chapter 6 – Learning
Week 6 – September 23
Chapter 6 – Learning
Chapter 11 – Human Development across the Life Span

Week 7 – September 30
Exam 2: Chp’s  3 & 6

Chapter 11 – Human Development across the Life Span
Week 8 – October 7

Chapter 12 – Personality: Theory, Research & Assessment
Week 9 – October 14 

Exam 3: Chp’s 11 & 12
Chapter 14 – Psychological Disorders
Week 10 – October 21
WRITING ASSIGNMENT #1 DUE
Chapter 14 – Psychological Disorders
Week 11 – October 28
Chapter 15 – Treatment of Psychological Disorders

Week 12 – November 4
Chapter 5 – Variations in Consciousness 

Week 13 – November 11
Veteran’s Day Holiday
Week 14 – November 18 
Exam 4: Chp’s 14 & 15
Chapter 7 – Human Memory 

Week 15 – November 25 
Thanksgiving Holiday

Week 16 – December 2
WRITING ASSIGNMENT #2 DUE
Chapter 8 – Language & Thought (pages 242-261 only)

Week 17 – December 9
Chapter 13 – Stress, Coping, and Health

Week 18 – December 16  
Final Comprehensive Exam
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