Intermediate Algebra





 


Fall 2004

Mathematics 103





Instructor:

Dr. John Heathcote



Class Times:  Daily  8:00-8:50 am

Office:


FEM – 4D




Room:
 
MWF  PHY-76












TTh  
FEM-1

To find my office, go into the FEM (forestry, engineering and math) building.  Go down the hall and you will see an orange bulletin board entitled Reedley College Engineering.  Enter the door next to that board.  (That is FEM-4E, the computer lab.)  My office is in the back left corner of the room.  It is okay to enter the computer lab even if there is a class.  Just quietly walk back to my office.

Phone:

638-3641  ext. 3215

e-mail:


john.heathcote@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours:

Mondays, 11:00-11:50 am




Wednesdays, 1:00-1:50 pm




Fridays, 11:00-11:50 am



Or feel free to stop by or make an appointment

Required Text:
Elementary and Intermediate Algebra, a combined course,  2nd Edition, Charles P. 

McKeague

Catalog Description:  Study of functions, linear, absolute value, quadratic, radical, rational, exponential, and logarithmic.  Conic sections, applications, inequalities, systems of equations, matrices, sequences, series, and the Binomial Theorem.

Grading:
50%

Tests





20%

Final Exam

15%

Quizzes 




15%

Homework

Tests:  Approximately seven tests will be given during the term.  These will cover the most recent material covered (usually one chapter).  Each test will take one full class period (fifty minutes).  Unless special circumstances exist, the test must be completed during the class.  No extra time will be given.  The lowest of these test scores will be dropped.  Students are allowed to use one 3”x 5” index card for notes to use during each test.  These notes must be handwritten.  (No duplicated material can be pasted onto the card.)  The instructor will check these cards prior to each test to see that they are the proper size and that they are handwritten.

Final Exam:  A required two-hour comprehensive final exam will be given during finals week.  

Quizzes:  Short quizzes (about 20 minutes) will be given occasionally.  These quizzes will be used to test the students’ understanding of the material as we progress with the course.  One index card may also be used during these quizzes.  These quizzes may be announced or unannounced.
Homework:  “Practice makes perfect” is particularly true in mathematics.  An assignment sheet will be passed out at the beginning of each chapter.  Generally, homework exercises will be collected daily.  Homework assignments will be marked by the instructor.  Problems should be written out (except for word problems), and all work must be shown.  The entire homework assignment will be checked for completion, and certain specific problems will be marked in depth. A fully completed homework assignment will be worth ten  homework points.

Late Work and Extra-Credit Assignments:  Homework should be submitted on time.  Late homework will not be given full credit.  An optional extra-credit assignment will be listed on the assignment sheet for each chapter.  This make-up assignment is worth four extra credit homework points.

Grading Scale:
90-100%
A




80-89.9%
B




70-79.9%
C




60-69.9%
D




<60%

F

Attendance and participation:  It is important that you come to class every day and participate actively.  Arrive on time.  Late students not only miss important material but also distract the rest of the class.

Learning mathematics is not a passive activity.  As we progress through topics, students will be given problems in class to practice new skills.  During this time, all students are expected to have paper out and to be actively working on these math problems with the rest of the class.

If you miss more than two weeks worth of class sessions, you may be dropped.  (However, if you decide to drop the course, it is your responsibility to make the drop official in the Administrations and Records Office or else possibly receive a grade of F.)

Please turn off cell phones before the start of every class period.

No one appreciates these class distractions!!!

Add Date:  
Friday, September 3rd 


Last day to add a course

Drop Date: 
Friday, October 15th


Last day to drop this course

Holidays:  
Monday, September 6th

Labor Day



Thursday, November 11th

Veterans’ Day 



November 25-26


Thanksgiving Day Holidays

Final:  
Wednesday, December 15th

8:00-9:50 am 
    



Course Objectives:
By the end of this course, a successful student will be able to:

1. Use functional notation and graph functions.

2. Solve as functions:  absolute value, radical, exponential, and logarithmic equations.

3. Set up, solve, and interpret solutions for application problems.

4. Solve systems of equations, matrices, and determinants

Course Outline:

1. Solving equations and inequalities

2. Equations and inequalities in two variables and systems of equations

3. Rational exponents and roots

4. Factoring and Quadratic functions

5. Exponential and logarithmic functions

6. Sequences and Series

7. Conic Sections
