Reedley College
Math 101
Elementary Algebra


Fall 2004


SYLLABUS

	Class Hours:
	MWF 12 p.m. – 1:20 p.m.      

	Room No:
	LFS 11

	Class No:
	55421

	Instructor:
	Sharon Wu 

	Phone:
	638-3641 ex-3497

	Office Hours: 
	MWF 11 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. or By appointment

	Office Location:
	FEM 4D

	E-mail:
	sharon.owens@reedleycollege.edu


Course Objectives:

Students will be able to: solve linear, quadratic, rational, and radical equations, systems of equations and inequalities; Graph linear equations and inequalities and to understand the relationship between a graph and the relationship that generates it; Understand, setup and interpret the solution of application problems.

Course Outline:

· The Basics: Notation and symbols; real numbers; addition/subtraction/multiplication/division of real numbers; properties of real numbers; subsets of real numbers; addition and subtraction with fractions.

· Linear Equations and Inequalities: simplifying expressions; addition/multiplication properties of equality; solving linear equations; formulas; linear inequalities; applications.

· Graphing and Linear Systems: Paired data and graphing ordered pairs; solutions for linear equations in two variables; graphing linear equations in two variables; intercepts; solving linear systems by graphing, addition, and substitution methods.

· Exponents and Polynomials: Multiplication/division with exponents; addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division with polynomials; binomial squares and other special products.

· Factoring: Greatest Common Factor; factoring by grouping; factoring trinomials; special factorings; solving equations by factoring; and applications.

· Rational Expressions: reducing to lowest terms; multiplication/division; addition/subtraction; equations; complex fractions; and proportions.

Course Prerequisite/Advisories:
Prerequisite: College Arithmetic (MATH 250) or equivalent.

Basic Skill Advisories: Eligibility for English 126.

Textbook:
McKeague, Elementary and Intermediate Algebra: A Combined Course.  Saunders College Publishing.

Attendance:
Students are expected to attend all class meetings, be on time, and be in class the entire class session. Students, who leave the class before the end of class, will be counted as being absent. Your classmates and I would greatly appreciate that you take care of your personal needs (i.e., using the restroom, getting a drink…etc.) before the class begins. 

Students will be dropped from this class if they fail to attend the first class session of the semester.  Any student who misses 6 classes or more will be dropped from this class. College policies on attendance may be found on page 114 of Reedley College Summer/Fall 2004 Class Schedule.

Blackboard:

Class related information (announcement, syllabus, assignments) is also posted on Reedley College Blackboard.  To log into Blackboard: 

Username: your student ID

Password: STUDENT   (* Make sure to change your password after you login.)

Homework Assignments:
Assignments are given for each of the chapters presented in the course.  Homework is due at the beginning of the next class session after the section is completed. Each homework is worth 5 points and will be graded on correctness, completeness, neatness, and effort of the entire assignment. Problems must be written out (except word problems) and all work must be shown in order to receive full credit.  Homework should be done on 8.5" by 11" lined paper, stapled on the upper left hand corner, with class name (MATH 101),  your name, and chapter/section number on the upper right hand corner. Points will be deducted for late homework.  Being absent the day homework is collected does not entitle you to turn in the homework late without penalty!

Cumulative Review Assignments:
There will be cumulative review assignments after Test #2, Test #3, Test #4, and Test #5. Each assignment is 25 points.

Tests:
There are chapter tests at the end of each chapter. Each test is worth 100 points.  Early tests can be arranged.  A more difficult late test can only be arranged if you have an excuse verified by an impartial party (i.e., a doctor or a court clerk).  The final examine (200 points) is comprehensive and it is required. 

Grading:
~65% of your final grade points are from the total points of test scores. 

~30% of your final grade points are from the total points of homework and cumulative review.

~5% of your final grade points are from the total points of quizzes and class work.

Final grade is assigned using following scale:

90-100 points
A


80- 89  points
B

70- 79  points
C

60- 69  points
D

< 60     points
F

If you have perfect attendance and your grade is within 1 point (or 1%) of the next higher letter grade, the instructor will award you the next higher letter grade. See next page for examples.

Important Dates:

	Class begin:

	Monday
	08/16/2004

	Last date to drop:
	Friday

	10/15/2004


	No classes:

	
	

	Labor day
	Monday
	 9/6/2004

	Veterans' day 
	Thursday
	11/11/2004 

	Thanksgiving  
	Th & Fri
	11/25-26/2004 

	Final Examine:
	Wednesday
	12/15/2004 12:00 a.m. – 1:50 p.m.


