Linguistics11:  Topics in Linguistics for Liberal Studies Majors
Instructor:  Ms. Jan Reyes  

Office:  Forum 8, 638-3641 X3262.  Hours:  TTH 10-11, F11-12, or by appointment.  

E-mail:  jnrys@comcast.net
Textbook
Relevant Linguistics: An Introduction to the Structure and Use of English for Teachers, by Paul Justice.  
General Information

Linguistics 11 is a baccalaureate-level class transferable to the CSU system.  In addition to being a CSU Blended Program course, it is particularly appropriate for language and child development majors.  English 1A is a prerequisite course.
The aim of the course is to give prospective teachers the knowledge and skills necessary to model and teach Standard American English to students and to gain insight into the development and acquisition of English in their future students.  In addition, we will objectively examine the nature of English and other languages in order to understand language in a whole new way.  This objective view of language will empower class participants to examine assumptions and prejudices that they may encounter about certain varieties of language. 
Specific Knowledge and Skills

1. Understand the scientific nature of linguistic inquiry.
2. Understand the systematic nature of language.

3. Perform phonological analysis on English and other languages.
4. Perform morphological analysis on English and other languages.

5. Perform syntactic analysis on English and other languages.

6. Understand the nature and importance of bidialectalism.

 Attendance Policy

Students generally find this class to be challenging as well as interesting.  Class lectures and practice exercises are designed to support students’ understanding of the textbook material.  Students who miss class regularly earn poor grades and/or drop the class.  I will drop any student who has missed more than three absences before October 8 and who is failing the class.  After October 8, all enrolled students must receive a grade.

Course Grading Procedures

If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to make sure that any work due that day is still handed in on time and that you know what the assignment is for the next class.  Your course grade will consist of the composite of grades in five categories, and each category will consist of 1/5 of your grade:

Quizzes, graded class work and homework  We’ll count your best 15 assignments out of about 20 of them.  Assignments missed due to absence may be made up so long as they have not already been graded and returned to the class, which means that you’ll have to get the assignment before the next class meeting and have it ready to hand in at the beginning of your first class back.    

Tests  We’ll count the best four out of five.  Tests missed due to absence may be made up outside of class so long as they have not already been graded and returned to the class.   
Reflective Papers At the end of our work with each topic, I’ll ask you to write a short paper about what you’ve learned about that topic.  You’ll get more information about these papers later.  There will be six of them.

Mini Research Papers Throughout the semester, I’ll be asking you to choose a total of three mini research topics for you to find magazine, newspaper, or internet articles on.  Or you may choose an interesting article from your own reading that relates to something we’ve been talking about in class.  You’ll write a summary of each article and present one of those summaries orally in class. 
Final Exam  The final exam will cover the entire course.  Our final exam will take place on Wednesday, December 15, from 10 to 11:50 a.m.
Unless you make other arrangements, you will be working for a letter grade.  If you wish to take the class credit/no credit, you should contact Admissions and Records no later than Friday, October 8. 

See the course syllabus for our general work plan.
Special Circumstances
If you anticipate an attendance problem, please let me know.  If you need a testing accommodation or other accommodation because of a diagnosed learning disability, it is your responsibility to notify me promptly before the test so that an accommodation can be made.
