LIN 11 

Fall 2004
Introduction to Linguistics – Topic for Liberal Arts Majors

Instructor: Carroll
   Office: FEM 1C
 Phone Ext: x3100

E-Mail: jean.carroll@reedleycollege.edu

Monday Eve: 6-8:50   (FEM 1)

Office Hours: M-Th  2:30 – 3:30

Th: 10-11
Course Description:  This course will consider how humans acquire language. We will examine some of the universal features of language acquisition such the sound system (phonology), meaning system in words (morphology) and the system of word order at the sentence level (syntax). We will also look at issues related to teaching and learning language in the classroom, the impact of developing a new language, and some methods to facilitate language development in the increasingly linguistically and culturally diverse population of school children. 

Course Objectives:  

1. Students will be able to identify and describe the basic structural components of language (sound structure, word structure, sentence structure) and their uses. 

2. Students will examine some basic characteristics of the language spoken by non-native English speakers and the impact these have on language acquisition.

3. Students will examine and demonstrate their knowledge of some basic effects of socio-cultural factors and patterns in language acquisition and language education.

4. Students will examine some traits of effective classroom language teachers.

Course Materials:


1.  Essential Linguistics. Freeman & Freeman.  (Available at RC Bookstore)


2.  What Teachers Need to Know About Language.  Adger, Snow & Christian.

Course Grade Requirements:

Grading based on point system:

735 - 661  = A

660 - 591  = B

590 - 521  = C

520 - 451  = D

< 450       =  F

Participation:



180 points

· readiness

· attention

· group-work

· responsiveness


Homework & Quizzes


100

New Word Journal


  70


Research Projects (3 x 50 each)
150


Exams (2)



200


Self-Evaluation

            35


Total



735
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Participation: includes preparedness for and responsiveness in all class activities including group-work, feedback discussion, in-class assignments, films and so on.  Although attendance cannot be mandated, frequent absences will negatively impact on a student’s grade by lack of participation.

Research Projects:

1.  Language Learner Profile:  Students will interview  a non-native speaker of English for the purpose of understanding their language learning experience and submit a 2-3 page paper profiling your language learner. You will also present your findings in a guided discussion group of your peers. Due: Sept. 20     

2.  Research Project:  Students will choose one defense of the paper by Filmore and Snow in What Teachers Need to Know About Language, and expand on the ideas presented in the paper and the chosen defense, citing at least five additional resources.  Students may also choose to critique Filmore and Snow and explain this point of view with 7-10 references.  Due: November 22
3.  Classroom Observation: Students will visit a classroom with non-native speakers and observe the language instruction of these students within the class. A detailed observation report as well as a personal reflection paper will be submitted for grading. Due: November 15 

New Word Journal: Students will be required to keep a journal of new words and novel word formations that they hear and/or learn during the semester, and annotate this journal as described in the accompanying notes. See attached project description.  Due: November 29.
Midterm and Final Exams:

· All students will be required to take a mid-term exam (Oct 11).  

· A final exam will be given on Dec. 13.

· Each exam is worth 100 points.  A minimum total score of 120 on both exams is required to pass the course.

· Students may opt not to take the final if they have a passing grade and wish to take that grade.  However, taking the final cannot jeopardize a passing student’s existing grade. 

Self-Evaluation:

Students will be asked to evaluate their performance in the course and grade themselves accordingly.  This will constitute approximately 5% of your final grade.

House Rules: 

· Preparation includes completing all reading and written assignments prior to class.  

· Quizzes will reflect your ability to synthesize and apply information covered in films, lectures and readings.  They will not be difficult and taken only from 
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materials covered in class.  Please be aware that NO MAKE-UP quizzes will be offered.  

· Work handed in after the posted due-date will lose 10% for each calendar day late up to 4 days when the student will receive an automatic “F” for the assignment.

· All Reedley College Academic Standards and Regulations will apply for any work suspected of plagiarism.

· Turn off ALL CELL PHONES and PAGERS before entering the classroom.  No Exceptions.

· All written work will be graded for content and task fulfillment as well as the quality and caliber of the English grammar and essay organization.  If a student knows s/he has weak writing or English language skills, s/he is advised to secure a tutor from the Writing Center (Hum 59). 

Blackboard 

· All students must have a working e-mail account.

· Assignments created on Blackboard are equal to all other class assignments and must be completed on time.

· If you are not familiar with using Blackboard, go to the Tutoring Center for a tutorial.
Questions?  Comments?  Concerns?
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Monday 6 -8:50

I, _____________________________,  have read and understood this syllabus.  I understand my responsibilities in order to receive a passing grade, including issues of plagiarism, cheating, missed classes and late assignments.
______________________________

Signature

_______________________________

RC Student ID #

_______________________________

Date

PAGE  
4

