Journalism 8 (Units Vary)

“Newspaper Staff”

Syllabus

Fall 2004

Schedule # 52293

Hours: M, W 2:25-4:15 Monday LSH 1 and Wednesday Art 154 

Instructor: Caryn Carrasco

Message Number: (559) 244-5900 extension 3840

Email: caryncar@aol.com
Course Description:

This course will move students from workbook exercises to “real world” journalism: writing news stories for the campus newspaper, The Chant.

Course Objectives:

1. Produce professional/publishable copy for The Chant.

2. Recognition of news values and legitimate news sources.

3. Development of writing skills, ability to organize facts for effective reporting.

4. Familiarization with typical news sources in basic reporting.

5. Development of interviewing skills and news judgment.

6. Development of the ability to locate and use sources.

7. Development of the ability to produce copy under deadline pressures.

8. Awareness of current events.

9. Development of the ability to write in the journalistic style.

10. Familiarity with the Associated Press Stylebook.

Course Organization: 

This class is the newsroom for The Chant.  Its organization is subject to the unpredictable events that the newspaper will cover over the semester.  Students will provide stories and story proposals for The Chant and adhere to assignments and deadlines agreed upon between the instructor and students.

Required Readings: 

The required text for this course is Mencher: News Reporting and Writing (9th ed); Associated Press Stylebook.

Attendance:

Professional courses demand students’ adherence to professional standards. Basic among them is regular on-time attendance the same expected of staff members of a commercial publication.  Failure to meet as agreed with the instructor and failure to meet deadlines for The Chant will result in your final grade being lowered.  Missed assignments due to unexcused absences will result in a grade of 0. All cell phones and pagers must be turned off during class.  If I feel you are disrupting the class I will warn you once. If you continue to disrupt the class you will be asked to leave the room for the day.

Grading: 

Students who believe that newspapers, and advertising organizations do not “grade” employees are mistaken.  Every professional receives recognition, raises and promotion based on dependability, initiative and productivity.  Similar standards apply in this class.  Ninety percent of a student’s final grade will be based on the average grade received on stories, 10 percent will be granted by the professor on the students’ performance in class discussion time, and submission of story ideas.  In class discussions will be derived from the required reading for class that week.  Reading should be completed before the corresponding lecture/discussion. There is no final exam in this class. 

Course Requirements:

You will have the following five standing assignments throughout the semester: (1) Write at least 5 stories for The Chant during the semester. (2) Meet for lecture and discussion of assigned reading material and take quiz. (3) Turn in bona fide story ideas. (4) Work your assigned hours on the production of The Chant. (5) Consult regularly with the instructor regarding assignments. (6) Occasionally work with advertisers and sell ad space for The Chant.

1. Stories for The Chant: As soon as a story assignment has been agreed upon between the student and instructor, you will be given a deadline that you are expected to meet.  You must submit to the instructor a hard copy of every story you complete.  This copy must be the original, not the version that has been copy edited. Opinion pieces such as concert reviews, CD reviews and the like will not be accepted for credit.  However, you can produce such reviews independent of the class. 

2. Meet for lecture: The instructor and students will meet each week to discuss the assigned reading in the assigned textbook.  This is also time for the students to submit story ideas and discuss them with other students and the instructor.

3. Hours of production on The Chant: In order to receive credit for the number of units you have registered for, you must put in the corresponding number of hours in the class.  Since we will be meeting once a week it is your job to complete the number of hours before the end of the semester.  These hours will be spent working on the production of The Chant.

4. Story ideas:  Each week during the meeting period you must submit a news story idea on paper.  You will not receive credit for the idea unless (a) it has been researched and you know it is going to produce a story;  (b) it doesn’t repeat a story already assigned and published; and (c) it is acceptable to the instructor.  Stories should have roughly four sources.  Ideas should be submitted to the instructor in class.

5. Consulting with the instructor:  Communication is critical.  I need to talk with you throughout the semester about the story process. We can discuss the focus of your story, decide who to interview, what questions to ask, what the lead might be, and whether or not a sidebar story is necessary.  You can call me or email me to set up a time to talk. We can even set up a time to talk during the discussion time of the class or we can meet after class. You can also meet me after my Journalism 1 class at 12:50pm in LSH 1. You can email me story drafts or even a lead.

Mencher Reading Schedule:

There will be a quiz on the material each Monday of the week on the following material.

Each quiz will be worth 20 points. If you miss the quiz without a legitimate excuse you will not be allowed to retake the quiz. 

Week


Quiz Assignment Material

Week 1            Lecture from 1st day

Week 2
Ch 2 Components of the Story

Week 3  
Ch 5 News Leads

Week 4 
Ch 6 News Story Structure

Week 5
Ch 3 Defining News

Week 6
Ch 7 Artful Writing

Week 7
Ch 8 Features and Series

Week 8   
Ch 10 Digging for Information

Week 9
Ch 11 Making Sound Observations

Week 10
Ch 12 Building, Using Background

Week 11
Ch 13 News Sources

Week 12
Ch 14 Interviewing

Week 13
Ch 15 Interviewing

Week 14 
Ch 27 Morality of Journalism

Standards for grading assignments:

A grade of “C” will be given for stories with few sources and scant detail to The Chant and written in a manner that requires serious editing or correction for publication.

A grade of “B” will be given for stories that reflect initiative in reporting, containing significant background and detail.  Stories that are written in a manner that require minimum editing for publication.

A grade of “A” will be given to stories on unusual or difficult topics that leave few questions unanswered and are written in a manner that require little or no editing for publication.

Final grades will be based on the total point score and follow these guidelines: 90% or above = A; 80-89% = B; 70-79% = C; 60-69% = D.

Disability Notice: 

Students with disabilities are reminded that it is their responsibility to identify themselves to the university and the instructor so that reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation within the course can be made.

Cheating or Plagiarism:

Cheating and plagiarism in any form are unacceptable and will not be tolerated in this class.  All work presented for a grade must be your original work.  Plagiarism is the theft of another person’s works or ideas, intentional or accidental.  Students are not allowed to confer during exams.  In cases where two students have identical, or nearly identical work, both will be given a zero.  Plagiarism or cheating will result in a failing grade in the course.  All stories produced for publication in The Chant must be done so with honesty, fairness, and accuracy and without gross errors.  Gross errors include the misspelling of names, incorrect dates, identities and addresses. 

Attendance at the Final Date is mandatory.

Having trouble? 

If at any time you find you are having trouble in this class please see or call me. I will be happy to help you.

