English 252 – Writing Improvement

MWF 3PM Inc2/Inc2/Ag1  Fall 04
“Survivor”







Deborah Lencioni

Office Annex 2 (near switchboard)
deborah.lencioni@reedleycollege.edu
Office:  638-3641 ext. 3416
    office hours MTW 2-3 and by arrangement









 drop date:  Friday 10/17

Required:  
Patterns & Themes 4th edition by Rogers and Rogers



English Brushup 3rd edition by Langan and Goldstein


disk for saving work



binder for saving work and binder paper
The catalog description for English 252 is: “Practice in writing English sentences, paragraphs, and short papers, including work with spelling vocabulary, punctuation, and sentence stucture skills needed by writers.  Emphasis on the communication of the writer’s ideas.  This, right here, is what this class is all about—helping you to communicate your ideas in writing.

I believe we are all writers.  The best writers are simply those who have had the most practice and the best coaching.  Also, people who read have a distinct advantage.  In this class, I will coach you as individually as possible; give you opportunities to practice; and direct you to read a lot.  We will cover grammar, spelling, structure, usage, and style, but the main goal of this class is to help you communicate your ideas.  (We have a theme going here, don’t we).
I’ve chosen the theme “Survivor” mostly for fun, but one serious part of that theme is my goal to help you survive your college experiences and thrive in all aspects of your life.

We meet three afternoons a week, and every class is critical to your survival in here.  If you miss 5 classes, I may drop you.  Generally, students who miss more than 5 classes don’t survive.  Talk to me if you MUST miss a class for any reason; and, of course, make up the work.  Grading in English 252 is CR/NC.  Some people do it one semester; some in two semesters, but most students who stick with it do pass.  Then you go on to English 252 (which is the RC graduation requirement).  Then English 1A (transfer to university level reading and writing), then English 1B (literature), then English 2 or 3 (critical thinking), then, before you know it...(anything is possible!)

Each day we will work in English Brushup.  Each week we will read 2 or 3 essays from Patterns and Themes and sometimes I’ll bring in outside reading.  You’ll also have a chance to bring in reading from another class, so that I can help you survive in other areas besides this class.  Each day we’ll write, and you’ll have writing homework at the end of every class.  

Every 6 weeks you will submit a portfolio of 4 pieces of revised writing. 
English 252 Syllabus





Fall 2004

SURVIVOR

Certainly things will change.  Keep this plan handy so we can modify it together.  I will update as we go.

Week 1

Mon  Aug16 – What is the most grueling thing you’ve had to survive? interview peer


EB Intro p. 1-2; PT p. 3
Wed Aug18 – What is the most grueling thing you’ve had to survive? prewrite


EB ch.1; PT p. 13
hw: PT p.9
Fri Aug20 – What is the most grueling thing you’ve had to survive? In-class essay 
Week 2









Mon  Aug23 – partner exercise on last weeks essay



EB ch.2; PT p. 17
Wed  Aug25 – At what moment did you decide to come to college?  What will it take to survive? 


prewrite


EB ch.3; PT p. 23 hw: PT p. 31
Fri Aug27 – At what moment did you decide to come to college?  What will it take to survive? 



In-class essay hw:  finish Culture 


essay, JW 66-top of 68
Week 3










Mon Aug30 – How do we survive our families? prewrite


EB ch.4; PT p.39 

Wed  Sept1 – How do we survive our families? plan



1W1


EB ch.5; PT p.44 hw:  How do we survive our families? essay due Wed.
Fri Sept3 – no class
Week 4










Mon Labor Day- no class
Wed  Sept8 -- How do we survive our families? essay due



How to survive in my neighborhood prewrite



EB ch.6; PT p.49 hw: PT p. 62
Fri at 8  Sept14 – In-class essay:  How to survive in my neighborhood 
Week 5










Mon Sept13 – How to survive as a parent (write to explore)


EB ch.7; PT p.54 hw: PT p.59, interview 3 parents
Wed  Sept15 –discuss interviews; plan essay and quotes from interview




EB ch.8; hw: PT p.69
Fri Sept17 – In-class revise How to survive as a parent (essay w/quotes) hw: PT 75

Week 6










Mon  Sept20 – EB ch.9; PT p.79 hw: how to survive dating – prewrite and draft
Wed  Sept22 – how to survive dating outline hw:  how to survive dating essay 



Portfolio 1 due Friday (4 revised essays)


EB ch.10; PT p.194
Fri Sept24 –cover letter for portfolio; hand in Portfolio 1 hw:  PT p. 82, notes 
Week 7
Mon Sept27 – how to survive a family fight (or fight of any kind)




EB ch.11hw: draft of paper
Wed Sept 29 (or fight of any kind– how to survive a family fight) workshop


EB ch.12
Fri Oct1 – in-class revise how to survive a fight) essay hw: interview someone you 


consider (at least somewhat) heroic.  Bring questions and answers Monday

Week 8

Mon Oct4 – how heroes survive (research and analysis) 



EB ch.13 &14; PT p. 161 hw: PT p. 168
Wed Oct6 – EB ch. 15; PT p. 170


1W1 in student lounge

Fri Oct7 – in lab: research a hero; plan essay hw: how heroes survive (research and analysis) 
Week 9

Mon Oct11 – EB ch.16; PT p. 175 hw: how heroes survive conclusion:  how are you like your hero(es)?
Wed Oct13 – EB ch.17; workshop hero essay
Fri Oct15 - 
lab:  in class:  revise how heroes survive/how are you like your hero(es)?


(Last day to drop is 10/15) hw: PT p. 113
Week 10 


Mon Oct18  - EB ch.18; PT p. 117 do sports help us survive? hw: PT p. 122
Wed Oct20 - 
EB ch.19 PT p. 125 workshop hw: 134 or 130 
Fri Oct22 - 
revise do sports help us survive? hw:  research election 
Week 11


Mon Oct25 - Begin Election Research Paper (argue for a leader):


EB ch.20  
Wed Oct28 – workshop



EB ch.21
Fri Oct29 - 
Annotated Bibliography in lab.

Week 12


Mon Nov1 – Election research paper due


EB ch.22 PT p. 141hw: prewrite how to survive work
Tues Nov2 – vote 
Wed Nov 3 –EB ch.23 PT p.145 hw: PT p. 154; Portfolio 2 due Friday 


1W1 in student lounge

Fri Nov 5 - 
Devise interview/survey questions for work essay in lab



hw: conduct interviews/surveys by next Wednesday

Week 13

Mon 11/8 - Discuss thesis; how to survive work


EB ch. 24; PT p. 150 
Wed 11/10 - Workshop work paper outlines; discuss interviews


EB ch. 25 hw: how to survive work essay (w/quotes)
No classes Thursday (Veteran’s Day)

Fri 11/12 – in-class: revise how to survive work essay (w/quotes) 
Week 14 

Mon 11/15
Thanksgiving memory different audiences


EB ch. 26

Wed 11/17
EB ch. 27
Fri 11/19
In class: compare writing styles

Week 15

Mon 11/22
EB ch. 28 PT: choose from “Women and Men” or “Health”
Wed 11/24
EB ch.29


No class Friday (Thanksgiving) 
Week 16
Mon 11/29
EB ch.30

Wed 12/1
EB ch.31-33



1W1 in student lounge

Week 17
Mon



EB Mastery test p. 221

Wed

EB Editing test p. 233 Portfolio 3 due Friday
Fri
bring all writing from the semester, dated, in order to plan final
Week 18
final: self-evaluation 
